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The Mineral Industries of  
Burkina Faso and Côte d’Ivoire

By Yadira soto-viruet

BURKINA FASO

Gold continued to be Burkina Faso’s most important mineral 
commodity in terms of contribution to the country’s gross 
domestic product (GdP) and to Government revenues. in 2015, 
Burkina Faso’s real GdP increased by 4% compared with that of 
2014. the country’s economic growth depended on international 
prices for cotton (about 80% of the population was engaged 
in subsistence farming of cotton) and gold. in 2015, gold 
accounted for about 63% of the country’s total export revenues, 
2.4% of total Government revenue, and 0.4% of the country’s 
GdP. Most gold production came from industrial mining 
operations; however, information on gold produced by artisanal 
miners in 2015 was inadequate to make reliable estimates of 
output. other minerals produced in the country included cement, 
lead, manganese, silver, and zinc (international Monetary Fund, 
2016, p. 4, 33–34, 36; 2017, p. 204; u.s. Central intelligence 
agency, 2017).

the President of Burkina Faso resigned in late october 2014 
following popular protests against efforts to amend the 
Constitution’s two-term presidential limit. in november, a 
national transitional Council was established in the country; 
an interim President, Prime Minister, and a legislative body 
was established, and presidential elections were scheduled for 
late 2015. in september 2015, the former Presidential security 
regiment (Psr) attempted a military coup in the country, but 
the Psr was later dissolved and the transitional authorities were 
reinstated. Presidential elections were held in november and a 
new President was installed in december. on June 26, 2015, the 
national transitional Council adopted a revised Mining Code, 
to replace the 2003 Mining Code, which intended to standardize 
contract terms and regulate the country’s mining sector, while 
maintaining an attractive climate for investors. the new code 
maintained the 10% free equity state participation from the 
former code, but with the new code, the state is allowed to 
acquire additional equity if it reaches an agreement with the 
mining company. the code included the elimination of a 10% 
tax break on profits and increased the corporate income tax rate 
to 27.5% from 17.5% during the mining phase. the code also 
provided for the creation of a local development fund and a 
rehabilitation and mine closure fund. the code stipulates that 
mining license holders must pay 1% of the value of the minerals 
it extracts to the local development fund (Bonkoungou, 2015; 
dorin, 2015; u.s. department of state, 2016).

Production

in 2015, cement production decreased by 35% to 263,200 metric 
tons (t) from 403,000 t in 2014 and silver production decreased 
by an estimated 13% to 12,200 kilograms (kg) from 14,000 kg 
in 2014. data on mineral production are in table 1.

Structure of the Mineral Industry

Mining operations in Burkina Faso were privately owned. the 
Government held a 10% carried interest in the majority of these 
operations. table 2 is a list of major mineral industry facilities.

Commodity Review

Metals

Gold.—Gold production from the essakane Mine increased 
by about 15% to 13,250 kg from 11,477 kg in 2014. the 
increase in production was mostly the result of the mining of 
higher grade ore. Canada-based iaMGoLd Corp. expected 
gold production from the essakane Mine to range between 
11,300 and 11,700 kg in 2016. Canada-based semafo inc. 
held a 90% interest in the Mana Mine in joint venture with 
the Government, which held the remaining 10% interest. the 
Mana Mine included the Fofina, the Nyafe, the Rompad, the 
siou, and the Wona-kona deposits. Gold production from Mana 
increased by 9% to 7,959 kg in 2015 from 7,288 kg in 2014. 
semafo expected to produce between about 7,000 and 7,600 kg 
of gold in 2015. the company reported that the Mana mill was 
expected to process about 2.5 million metric tons (Mt) of ore at 
an average grade of 3.25 grams per metric tons (g/t) gold with 
an average recovery rate of 91%. the ore would be extracted 
from the high-grade deposits of Fofina and Siou. The company 
also expected to resume operations at the Wona pit in 2017. as 
of december 31, total proven and probable reserves at Mana 
were reported to be 21.0 Mt at an average grade of 2.95 g/t gold 
(iaMGoLd Corp., 2016, p. 2, 13; semafo inc., 2016, p. 9, 
11–12).

netherlands-registered nord Gold n.v. held 90% interest 
in the Bissa Mine, which is located 85 kilometers (km) north 
of ouagadougou, and in the taparko Mine, which is located 
200 km northeast of ouagadougou. Gold production from the 
taparko Mine decreased by 71% to 1,002 kg from 3,484 kg in 
2014; the decrease was mainly attributed to lower quantities 
of ore and lower head grades. united kingdom-based avocet 
Mining plc, through its subsidiary société des Mines de 
Bélahouro s.a., operated the inata Mine. Production of gold 
from the inata Mine decreased to 2,325 kg of gold in 2015 from 
2,676 kg in 2014. the company attributed the 13% decrease in 
production to an illegal strike at yearend 2014 (which resulted 
in the closing of the mine for several weeks), the attempted 
military coup, and the decrease in the world price of gold. the 
company also reported that it was unable to export gold from 
the inata Mine for 3 weeks owing to the attempted military coup 
and the political instability (avocet Mining plc, 2016, p. 4, 22; 
nord Gold n.v., 2016, p. 36–37, 41).
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the Youga Mine, which was jointly owned by endeavour 
Mining Corp. of the Cayman islands (90% interest) and the 
Government (10% interest), produced a total of 2,122 kg of gold 
in 2015 compared with 2,381 kg in 2014. the 11% decrease 
was attributed to the decrease in the ore grade at the original 
Youga pits and, as a result, the Zergore pit became the principal 
source of ore supply to the processing plant. as of december 31, 
proven and probable mineral reserves were reported as 2.5 Mt at 
an average grade of 1.59 g/t gold. the mine was located 
about 180 km southeast of ouagadougou and had the capacity 
to produce about 3,100 kilograms per year (kg/yr) of gold. 
endeavour also held interest in the Hounde gold project, which 
is located in southwestern Burkina Faso about 250 km from 
ouagadougou. as of december 31, proven and probable mineral 
reserves at Hounde were reported as 30.6 Mt at an average grade 
of 2.10 g/t gold (endeavour Mining Corp., 2016, p. 14).

Manganese.—aCM Corp. through its subsidiary Burkina 
Manganèse s.a., owned 100% interest in the kiere Mine, which 
is located about 20 km northeast of Hounde, tuy Province. 
the kiere Mine had the capacity to produce 60,000 metric 
tons per year (t/yr) of ore. in 2015, Pan african Minerals of 
south africa began operations at the tambao Mine, which is 
located in oudalan Province, and exported about 2,000 t of 
manganese before the export license was suspended in March. 
the export license was temporarily suspended while the 
transitional Government reviewed the process through which 
the mine’s mining permit was awarded in 2014. in december, 
the Government allowed aCM to resume operations at the mine 
after the company reaffirmed its commitment to build a railway 
and rehire workers. the tambao mining permit was valid for 
20 years; average annual production of manganese ore was 
estimated to be 3 Mt (awoko newspaper, 2014; Jeune afrique, 
2014; Mieu, 2015; thomson reuters, 2015a, b).
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CÔTE D’IVOIRE

in 2015, Côte d’ivoire’s mineral industry was dominated by 
the production of crude petroleum, gold, manganese, and natural 
gas. the country also produced cement, crushed stone, diamond, 
petroleum products, and silver. Côte d’ivoire’s real GdP 
increased by 8.9% in 2015 compared with that of 2014. the 
mineral sector accounted for about 5.2% of the country’s GdP, 
5.1% of the total Government revenue, and 11% of the country’s 
total export revenues. the embargo on rough diamond exports 
imposed by the united nations security Council in 2005 was 
lifted in 2014 and, in March 2015, Côte d’ivoire began to export 
Kimberley Process certified diamonds. The country continued 
to be a participant in the extractive industries transparency 
initiative and was one of the main suppliers of petroleum 
products to member countries of the economic Community of 
West african states (united nations, 2014; u.s. department of 
state, 2016; extractive industries transparency initiative, 2017; 
international Monetary Fund, 2017, p. 204).

Côte d’ivoire’s national assembly enacted a new mining 
code (law no. 2014–138) in 2014. Provisions under the code 
included: (a) an increase in the number of years for which a 
mining company can hold an exploration license to 4 years 
(from 3 years in the previous code), with the option to renew the 
license twice for a period of 3 years each time, and including an 
extension to this period (not to exceed 2 years) if the company 
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is in the process of completing a feasibility study, and (b) a 
requirement for companies seeking an exploration license not 
only to demonstrate their technical and financial capability 
but also to demonstrate the completion of a minimum of two 
exploration projects prior to submission of the application, 
including the hiring of an exploration manager with at least 
7 years of experience in managing a minimum of at least two 
mining projects (republic of Côte d’ivoire, 2014, p. 8, 11–13).

under the new law, exploration licenses would be granted for 
areas no larger than 400 square kilometers (km2) (previously 
1,000 km2). the Government would retain the right to a 10% 
carried interest in all mining projects and would also have the 
right to acquire up to a 15% interest in the company’s shares. 
A windfall profit tax, which had been considered during 
the early drafting of the code, was not included in the final 
provisions. Government officials engaged in the mineral sector 
are prohibited from holding a direct or indirect financial interest 
in any mining projects and may not hold a mining license until 
5 years after the termination of their duties as civil servants 
(republic of Côte d’ivoire, 2014, p. 7–8, 11–13).

Production

according to the statistics reported by the kimberley 
Process Certification Scheme, diamond production increased 
to 14,925 carats in 2015 from 1,074 carats in 2014 as a result 
of the resumption of production following the lifting of 
united nations sanctions on diamond exports. in 2015, crude 
petroleum production increased by 149% to 17 million barrels 
(Mbbl) from about 7 Mbbl in 2014; natural gas production, 
by 20% to 2.4 billion cubic meters from 2.0 billion cubic 
meters (estimated); and gold production, by 12% to 19,441 kg 
from 17,350 kg. Cement production data were estimated 
based on reported exports of hydraulic cement; information 
on consumption was not available in 2015. Production of 
petroleum refinery products decreased by 11%, and production 
of manganese decreased by 10%. data on mineral production 
are in table 1.

Structure of the Mineral Industry

Most mining operations in Côte d’ivoire, with the exception 
of the country’s only petroleum refinery, were privately owned. 
the Government held the right to a 10% carried interest in all 
mining operations in the country. industrial gold production 
in Côte d’ivoire came from the agbaou, the Bonikro, the ity, 
and the tongon Mines. Gold was also produced throughout the 
country by artisanal miners. table 2 is a list of major mineral 
industry facilities.

Commodity Review

Metals

Gold.—endeavour, through its subsidiary agbaou Gold 
operations s.a., held an 85% interest in the agbaou Mine in 
joint venture with the Government, which held the remaining 
15% interest. the mine, which began production in 2014, 
produced 5,641 kg of gold in 2015 compared with 4,565 kg in 
2014. on december 31, 2015, proven and probable mineral 

reserves at agbaou were reported to be 13.2 Mt at an average 
grade of 2.42 g/t compared with 11.5 Mt at average grade of 
2.50 g/t on december 31, 2014. the agbaou Mine was expected 
to produce between 5,100 and 5,400 kg of gold in 2016. the 
company reported that the decrease in the expected production 
was owing to changing ore feed in 2016 (endeavour Mining 
Corp., 2016, p. 1, 3, 6, 9).

in november, endeavour also acquired a 55% interest in the 
ity Mine from Luxembourg-based La Mancha resources inc. 
the remaining interest in the mine was held by the société pour 
le développement Minier (sodeMi) (30%), the Government 
(10%), and the didier drogba Group (5%). the ity Mine, which 
was located 700 km from abidjan, produced a total of 2,513 kg 
of gold in 2015 and was expected to produce between 2,000 and 
2,300 kg of gold in 2015. as of december, proven and probable 
mineral reserves were reported to be 30.4 Mt at an average grade 
of 1.65 g/t gold (endeavour Mining Corp., 2016, p. 1, 6, 16).

randgold resources Ltd. of the united kingdom held an 
89% interest in the tongon Mine in joint venture with the 
Government (10%) and a local company (1%). in 2015, the 
company reported that production of gold at tongon, which is 
located 55 km south of the border with Mali, increased by 7% 
to 7,556 kg from 7,064 kg. the increase was attributed to a 6% 
improvement in gold recovery and a 1% improvement in mill 
throughput. randgold resources completed the installation of 
a flotation circuit upgrade in the first quarter of 2015, which 
was designed to increase recovery to more than 80%. the 
mine employed a total of 1,767 people in 2015; about 97% of 
these employees were ivorian nationals. randgold resources 
expected to produce about 9,000 kg in 2016. Proven and 
probable mineral reserves at tongon were reported to be 26 Mt 
at an average grade of 2.4 g/t gold (randgold resources Ltd., 
2016, p. 54, 57–58, 61).

Production of gold from the Bonikro Mine increased by 15% 
in 2015, which was attributed to an increase of throughput 
owing to a higher portion of ore from the Hire pit. Bonikro, 
which was located 250 km northwest of abidjan, was owned by 
newcrest Mining Ltd. of australia (89.9%) in joint venture with 
the Government (10%) and a minority shareholder (0.1%). in 
october, mining in the Bonikro pit ceased and the pit was placed 
on care-and-maintenance status, mostly owing to low head 
grades (newcrest Mining Ltd., 2017, p. 3, 56).

the united nations Group of experts on Côte d’ivoire 
reported that in 2014, the Government evicted hundreds of 
artisanal gold miners from 148 illegal gold mining sites in the 
central and northern parts of the country. an additional 100 
illegal mining sites in the eastern part of the country were 
identified in February 2015. The identification of illegal mining 
sites in the west of the country was underway as of yearend 
(united nations security Council, 2015, p. 33).

Industrial Minerals

Cement.—at yearend 2015, Limak Group of turkey, 
through its subsidiary Limak africa s.a., in joint venture 
with afrikbat s.a. of Côte d’ivoire, began construction of a 
$50 million cement manufacturing industrial complex. the 
complex, which would include a 1-million-metric-ton-per-year 
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cement plant, would be located in the capital city of abidjan and 
was expected to be completed by the first half of 2017 (Konandi, 
2015).

Diamond.—all diamond production in the country was 
carried out by artisanal miners. in 2015, the country produced 
14,925 carats, which was valued at $497,540. the average value 
of diamond production in dollars per carat was $33.34 in 2015 
compared with $104.48 in 2014. after the embargo was lifted, 
diamond exports in 2015 totaled 16,784 carats and were valued 
at about $2.3 million (kimberley Process rough diamond 
statistics, 2015, 2016).

Mineral Fuels

Petroleum.—Canadian natural resources Ltd. (Cnr), 
which operated the Baobab and the Espoir oilfields offshore 
Côte d’ivoire, reported an increase of crude petroleum 
production by 54% to 19,079 barrels per day (bbl/d) in 2015 
from 12,429 bbl/d in 2014. the increase was attributed mainly 
to new wells coming onstream at both fields during the year. The 
company reported that the Baobab field was temporarily shut 
down owing to a riser failure at yearend 2015 and announced 
that it had decided to withdraw from offshore Block CI–514. 
CNR operated the Baobab oilfield in partnership with Svenska 
Petroleum exploration aB (27.39%) and société nationale 
d’operations Pétrolières de la Côte d’ivoire (PetroCi) 
(15%), and the Espoir oilfield in partnership with Tullow Oil 
plc (21.33%) and PetroCi (20%) (table 2; Canadian natural 
resources Ltd., 2016, p. 4, 29, 40).

texas-based anadarko Petroleum Corp. (anadarko) continued 
to work on the appraisal of the Paon discovery in Block Ci–103. 
anadarko (which held 65% interest and was the operator) 
reported that a drilling and interference testing program was 
expected to begin in the first quarter of 2016. Anadarko also 
held operating working interest in Blocks Ci–527, Ci–528, and 
Ci–529 (90% each). the company acquired Blocks Ci–527, 
which was contiguous with Ci–103 to the northwest, and 
Ci–528, which was contiguous with Ci–103 to the northwest, 
in the third quarter of 2015 and planned a two-well exploration 
program for the blocks in 2016 (anadarko Petroleum Corp., 
2016a, p. 13; 2016b, p. 30).
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2011 2012 2013 2014 2015

Cement 590,000 e 658,595 579,928 403,000 263,200
Gold3 kilograms 31,774 28,939 32,713 r 36,199 r 35,223
Lead:

Pb content of ore (45% Pb) -- -- 2,236 2,500 e 2,500 e

Pb content of concentrate -- -- 1,017 1,100 e 1,100 e

Manganese:
ore, processed 49,715 50,000 e 50,000 e 50,000 e 50,000 e

Mn contente 22,400 24,800 22,500 22,500 22,500
silver, ag content of Pb concentrate kilograms -- -- 14,541 14,000 e 12,200 e

Zinc:
Zn content of ore (50% to 51% Zn) -- -- 63,648 130,000 e 124,000 e

Zn content of concentrate -- -- 32,215 65,000 62,000

Cement5 98,900 78,000 77,563 r 193,148 32,410
diamond6 carats -- -- -- 1,074 14,925
Gold, mine output, au content7 kilograms 11,009 r 10,943 r 12,758 r 17,350 19,441
Manganese ore:

Gross weight8 43,600 100,400 220,300 328,400 296,000
Mn content (43% to 45%) 19,620 45,200 99,100 147,800 133,200

natural gas million cubic meters 1,632 1,780 1,700 e 2,000 e 2,400 9

Petroleum:
Crude thousand 42-gallon barrels 12,391 10,770 9,141 6,900 r 17,160 9

refinery productse do. 20,000 25,000 25,000 25,000 e 22,200
silver 200 e 410 572 585 587
stone, crushed, granitee thousand metric tons 1,100 1,460 10 1,500 1,500 1,500

Country and commodity

taBLe 1
Burkina Faso and Côte d'ivoire: ProduCtion oF MineraL CoMModities1

(Metric tons unless otherwise specified)

4in addition to the commodities listed, Côte d'ivoire also produced sand and gravel and sulfuric acid, but available information was inadequate to make reliable 
estimates of output.

6reported by kimberley Process Certification scheme.

9reported by the Ministry of Mines, Petroleum, and energy. 

Burkina Faso2

10reported by the Chamber of Mines of Côte d'ivoire. 

8reported by the international Manganese institute.

5Based on reported exports of hydraulic cement.

7does not include production from artisanal mining.

3does not include production from artisanal mining, which was estimated to fluctuate between 1,000 and 10,000 kilograms per year.

Côte d'ivoire4

2in addition to the commodities listed, dolomite, granite, marble, phosphate rock, salt, sand and gravel and other construction materials were produced, but 
available information was inadequate to make reliable estimates of output.

eestimated; estimated data are rounded to no more than three significant digits.  rrevised.  do ditto.  -- Zero.
1table includes data available through March 8, 2016.
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Major operating companies and major equity owners Location of main facilities annual capacity

Cement diamond Cement Burkina s.a. (West african Cement s.a.) ouagadougou 700,000.
Gold kilograms société des Mines de Bélahouro s.a. (avocet Mining plc, inata Mine, 220 kilometers 5,200.

90%, and Government, 10%) north of ouagadougou
do. do. Burkina Mining Company s.a. (endeavour Mining Corp., Youga Mine, 180 kilometers 3,100.

90%, and Government, 10%) southeast of ouagadougou
do. do. essakane s.a. (iaMGoLd Corp., 90%, and Government, essakane Mine, 330 kilometers 12,000.

 10%) northeast of ouagadougou
do. do. kalsaka Mining s.a. (amara Mining plc, 78%; iMarB kalsaka-sega Mine, 150 kilometers 2,300.1

indústria Metalúrgica, 12%; Government, 10%) and west of ouagadousou
seguénéga Mining s.a. (amara Mining plc, 90%, and
Government, 10%)

do. do. semafo Burkina Faso s.a. (semafo inc., 90%, and Mana Mine, 200 kilometers 9,300.
Government, 10%) west of ouagadougou

do. do. société des Mines de taparko s.a. (nord Gold n.v., 90%, taparko Mine, 200 kilometers 4,100.
and Government, 10%) northeast of ouagadougou

do. do. Bissa Gold s.a. (nord Gold n.v, 90%, and Government, Bissa Mine, 85 kilometers north 8,000.
10%) of ouagadougou

do. do. Pinsapo Gold s.a. (Pinsapo Group aG) sassa-1 small-scale mine, Passore na.
Province

Lead Perkoa Group (Glencore plc, 90%, and Government, 10%) Perkoa Mine, 120 kilometers 1,100.
west of ouagadougou

Manganese aCM Corp. (Burkina Manganèse s.a., 100%) kiere Mine, 20 kilometers northeast 60,000 ore.
of Hounde, tuy Province

do. Pan african Minerals (timis Mining Corp.) tambao Mine, oudalan Province 3,000,000 ore.
silver Perkoa Group (Glencore plc, 90%, and Government, 10%) Perkoa Mine, 120 kilometers 15,000.

west of ouagadougou
Zinc do. do. 32,300.

Cement société des Ciments d'abidjan (amida Group) abidjan plant 750,000.
do. société des Ciments du sud-ouest san Pedro 100,000.
do. société de Ciments et Materiaux (Holcim Ltd.) Grinding plant in abidjan 1,200,000.

Ciments d'afrique (CiMaF) Youpougon industrial zone, 500,000.
15 kilometers from abidjan

Gold kilograms agbaou Gold operations s.a. (endeavour Mining agbaou Mine, 200 kilometers 3,000.
Corp., 85%, and Government, 15%) northwest of abidjan 

do. do. LGL Mines Ci sa (newcrest Mining Ltd., 89.9%; Bonikro Mine, 250 kilometers 5,000.
Government, 10%; minority shareholder 0.1%) northwest of abidjan

do. do. société des Mines d'ity [endeavour Mining Corp., ity Mine, 700 kilometers 2,500.
55%; société pour le développement Minier (sodeMi), from abidjan
30%; Government, 10%; didier drogba Group, 5%]

do. do. société des Mines de tongon sa (randgold resources tongon Mine, northern 9,000.
Ltd., 89%; Government, 10%; local ivorian company, Côte d'ivoire, 55 kilometers 
1%) south of the border with Mali

Manganese do. Compagnie Minière du Littoral [société pour le Lauzoua/Mokta Mine, 300,000.
développement Minier de la Côte d'ivoire 180 kilometers west of 
(sodeMi), 51%; China national Geological and abidjan
Mining Corp., 39%; private interests, 10%]

do. do. taurian Manganese & Ferro alloy (dharni sampda Bondoukou Mine na.
Private Ltd.)

Petroleum, crude thousand Canadian natural resources Ltd., 57.61%; svenska Baobab oilfield, offshore 17,520.
42-gallon barrels Petroleum exploration aB, 27.39%; société 

nationale d'operations Pétrolières de la Côte 
d'ivoire (PetroCi), 15%

Côte d'ivoire

Burkina Faso

taBLe 2
Burkina Faso and Côte d'ivoire: struCture oF tHe MineraL industrY in 2015

(Metric tons unless otherwise specified)

Country and commodity

see footnotes at end of table.
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Major operating companies and major equity owners Location of main facilities annual capacity

Petroleum, crude— thousand Canadian natural resources Ltd., 58.67%; tullow espoir oilfield (east and West), 6,700.
Continued 42-gallon barrels oil plc, 21.33%; société nationale d'operations offshore

Pétrolières de la Côte d'ivoire (PetroCi), 20%

do. do. anadarko Petroleum Corp., 65% Block Ci–103 na.
do. do. Lukoil overseas Côte d’ivoire Ltd., 56.66%; vanco Block Ci–401 na.

Côte d’ivoire Ltd., 28.34%; société nationale 
d'operations Pétrolières de la Côte d'ivoire
(PetroCi), 15%

Petroleum products 42-gallon barrels société ivoirienne de raffinage (Government, 100%) abidjan 67,000.
per day

do., do. ditto.  na not available.
1Mine closed in 2014.

Côte d'ivoire—Continued
Country and commodity

taBLe 2—Continued
Burkina Faso and Côte d'ivoire: struCture oF tHe MineraL industrY in 2015

(Metric tons unless otherwise specified)


