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The Mineral Industry of Equatorial Guinea
By James J. Barry

in 2016, the economy of equatorial guinea was based 
largely on the production of crude petroleum, liquefied 
petroleum gas, and natural gas (african Development Bank 
group, 2017, p. 169). the legislative framework for the 
mineral sector in equatorial guinea is provided by law 
no. 9/2006 and law no. 8/2006. Data on mineral production 
are in table 1. table 2 is a list of major mineral industry 
facilities. More-extensive coverage of the mineral industry 
of equatorial guinea can be found in previous editions of 

the u.S. geological Survey Minerals Yearbook, volume iii, 
area reports—international—africa, which are available at 
https://www.usgs.gov/centers/nmic/africa-and-middle-east.

Reference Cited

african Development Bank group, 2017, african statistical yearbook 2017: 
abidjan, Côte d’ivoire, african Development Bank group, May 18, 357 
p. (accessed December 22, 2017, at https://www.afdb.org/en/documents/
publications/african-statistical-yearbook/.)

2012 2013 2014 2015 2016

Methanol thousand metric tons 1,000 1,010 885 760 e 760 e

natural gas million cubic meters 6,900 7,200 7,100 6,600 6,800 e

Petroleum:
Crude, including condensate 99,000 97,000 102,000 105,000 83,220
refinery production, liquefied petroleum gas 7,500 7,500 6,900 6,900 e 6,900 e

taBle 1
equatorial guinea: ProDuCtion oF Mineral CoMMoDitieS1

eestimated.

2in addition to the commodities listed, gold and a variety of crude construction materials (clay, gravel, rock, and sand) may have been produced in equatorial 
guinea, but available information was inadequate to make reliable estimates of output.

Mineral FuelS anD relateD MaterialS
Commodity2

(thousand 42-gallon barrels unless otherwise specified)

1table includes data available through november 29, 2017. all data are reported unless otherwise noted. estimated data are rounded to no more than three 
significant digits.
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annual
Major operating companies and major owners location of main facilities capacity

gold kilograms artisanal placer operations aconibe, Coro, and na
Mongomo

Methanol metric tons atlantic Methanol Production Co. l.l.C. [Marathon Punta europa 1,100,000
equatorial guinea Methanol ltd., 45%; Samedan Methanol, 
45%; Sociedad nacional de gas de guinea ecuatorial (Sonagas),
10%]

natural gas:
Dry million cubic meters Marathon oil Co., 63%; noble energy equatorial guinea ltd., alba field, alba Block 8,000

34%; guinea ecuatorial de Petróleos (gePetrol), 3%
liquefied metric tons equatorial guinea lng Holdings ltd. [Marathon equatorial Punta europa 3,700,000

guinea Production ltd., 60%; Sociedad nacional de gas de 
guinea ecuatorial (Sonagas), 25%; Mitsui & Co. ltd., 8.5%;
Marubeni Corp., 6.5%]

Petroleum:
Condensate Marathon oil Co., 65%, and noble energy equatorial guinea ltd., do. 24,000

35%
Do. noble energy, inc., 51%; glencore exploration (eg) ltd., 25%; alen field, Block o 13,000

guinea ecuatorial de Petróleos (gePetrol), 22.34%; 
atlas Petroleum international ltd., 1.38%; Pa resources 
aB, 0.28%

Crude Hess equatorial guinea, inc., 80.75%; tullow equatorial guinea Ceiba field, Block g 12,500
 ltd., 14.25%; guinea ecuatorial de Petróleos (gePetrol), 5% 

Do. do. okume complex (includes 20,000
the akom north, the
ebano, the elon, the
okume, and the oveng
fields), Block g

Do. Mobil equatorial guinea inc., 71.25%, guinea ecuatorial de Zafiro field, Block B 102,000
Petróleos (gePetrol), 28.75% 

Do. noble energy, inc., 40% working interest; atlas Petroleum aseng field, Block i 23,000
international ltd., 29% working interest; glencore 
exploration (eg) ltd., 25% working interest; osborne resources 
ltd.,1 6% working interest; guinea ecuatorial de Petróleos
(gePetrol), 5% carried interest

refinery production, alba Plant llC [Marathon oil Co., 52%; noble energy Punta europa 7,700
liquefied petroleum equatorial guinea ltd., 28%; Sociedad nacional de gas de
gas guinea ecuatorial (Sonagas), 20%]

Do., do.  Ditto.  na not available.
1a subsidiary of gunvor group.

Commodity 

taBle 2
equatorial guinea: StruCture oF tHe Mineral inDuStrY in 2016

(thousand 42-gallon barrels unless otherwise specified)


