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The Mineral Industries of Mali and Niger
By Philip a. Szczesniak

MALI

in 2016, the production of mineral commodities—notably 
gold, but also cement—represented only a minor part of the 
economy of Mali (international Monetary Fund, 2017, p. 2, 5, 
22, 24, 26). The legislative framework for the mineral sector in 
Mali is provided by law no. 2012–015 of February 27, 2012. 
data on mineral production are in table 1. Table 2 is a list of 
major mineral industry facilities. More-extensive coverage of 
the mineral industry of Mali can be found in previous editions 
of the U.S. geological Survey Minerals Yearbook, volume iii, 
area reports—international—africa and the Middle east, 
which are available at https://minerals.usgs.gov/minerals/pubs/
country/africa.html.
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NIGER

in 2016, the production of mineral commodities—notably 
uranium, but also cement, coal, gypsum, petroleum (crude and 

refinery production), salt, and silver—represented only a 
minor part of the economy of niger (international Monetary 
Fund, 2017, p. 35, 67; World nuclear association, 2017). 
The legislative framework for the mineral industry in niger is 
provided by law no. 2006–26 of august 9, 2006, for its nonfuel 
mineral sector and by law no. 2007–01 of January 31, 2007, 
for its petroleum sector. data on mineral production are in 
table 1. Table 2 is a list of major mineral industry facilities. 
More-extensive coverage of the mineral industry of niger can 
be found in previous editions of the U.S. geological Survey 
Minerals Yearbook, volume iii, area reports—international—
africa and the Middle east, which are available at 
https://www.usgs.gov/centers/nmic/africa-and-middle-east.
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2012 2013 2014 2015 2016

Cement, hydraulic thousand metric tons na 440 e 660 e 630 e 630 e

gold, mine production, au content kilograms 41,016 41,392 40,900 40,900 42,000 e

Cement, hydraulic 75,267 29,135 21,052 50,531 51,000 e

Coal, bituminous 235,072 241,792 255,936 221,024 246,631
gold, mine production, au content4 kilograms 1,677 r 1,150 732 1,220 999
gypsum 600 -- -- -- -- e

Petroleum:
Crude thousand 42-gallon barrels 4,642 6,498 6,256 5,459 6,014
refinery production do. 4,550 6,335 5,800 4,499 4,520

Salte 30,000 30,000 30,000 30,000 30,000
Silver, mine production, ag content kilograms 329 300 e 300 e 300 e 300 e

Uranium, mine production, U content 4,667 4,518 4,057 4,116 3,477

4reported by the institut national de la Statistique.

3in addition to the commodities listed, phosphate rock, sulfuric acid produced from imported sulfur, tungsten ore, and a variety of construction materials (clay, 
sand and gravel, and stone) may have been produced in niger, but available information was inadequate to make reliable estimates of output.

Mali

niger

1Table includes data available through november 29, 2017. all data are reported unless otherwise noted. estimated data are rounded to no more than three 
significant digits.
2in addition to the commodities listed, diamond, iron ore, salt, sand and gravel, silver as a byproduct of gold mining, colored gemstones (amethyst, epidote, 
garnet, prehnite, and varieties of quartz), and phosphate rock may have been produced in Mali, but available information was inadequate to make reliable 
estimates of output.

eestimated.  rrevised.  do. ditto.  na not available.  -- Zero.

TaBle 1
Mali and niger: PrOdUCTiOn OF Mineral COMMOdiTieS1

Commodity2, 3

(Metric tons, gross weight, unless otherwise specified)
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annual
Major operating companies and major equity owners location of main facilities1 capacity

gold kilograms artisanal miners Kenieba Valley 5,000
do. do. endeavour Mining Corp., 80%, and government, 20% Tabakoto-Segala Mine complex, 4,600

Kenieba Valley
do. do. Morila ltd. (anglogold ashanti ltd., 40%; randgold Morila Mine, 280 km 4,500

resources ltd., 40%; government, 20%) southeast of Bamako
do. do. Sadiola exploration Company ltd. Yatela Mine, 50 km 500 2

(anglogold ashanti ltd., 40%; iaMgOld Corp., southwest of Kayes
40%; government, 20%)

do. do. Société d'Éxploitation des Mines d'Or de Sadiola S.a. Sadiola Hill Mine, 77 km south 7,000
(anglogold ashanti ltd., 41%; iaMgOld Corp., of Kayes
41%; government, 18%)

do. do. Société d'Éxploitation des Mines d'Or de Kalana S.a. Kalana Mine, 300 km south 900
(avnel gold Mining ltd., 80%, and government, 20%) of Bamako

do. do. Société des Mines de loulo S.a. (Somilo) (randgold loulo-gounkoto Mine complex, 21,000
resources ltd., 80%, and government, 20%)  350 km west of Bamako

do. do. Société des Mines de Syama S.a. (resolute Mining Syama Mine, 300 km southeast 7,800
ltd., 80%, and government, 20%) of Bamako

Phosphate rock Toguna S.a. (Toguna groupe, 100%) Tilemsi, northern Mali 100,000

Cement Société nigérienne de Cimenterie (damnaz Cement Malbaza Uzine, southwestern 80,000
Company ltd.) niger

Coal Société nigérienne de Charbon (SOniCHar) anou araren, central agadez 300,000
region

gold kilograms Société de Patrimoine des Mines du niger S.a. Samira Hill Mine, 90 km west of 3,000
(SOPaMin) (government, 100%) niamey

Petroleum thousand 42-gallon China national Petroleum Corp., 60%, and agadem oilfields 20,000
barrels per day government, 40%

Petroleum refinery do. do. Soraz refinery, city of Zinder, 20,000
products 900 km east of niamey

Phosphate rock Toguna agro-industries Sa Tilemsi Valley, northeastern niger 20,000
Salt artisanal miners Bilma salt pans, Tenere desert, 33,000

northern niger
Uranium Compagnie Minière d'akouta (COMinaK) akouta underground mine, 2,000

[areva group, 34%; Société de Patrimoine des Mines northern niger
du niger S.a. (SOPaMin), 31%; Overseas Uranium
resources development Co., 25%;
enUSa industrias avanzadas S.a., 10%]

do. Société des Mines de l'aïr (SOMair) arlit open pit mine, 6 km 3,000
[areva group, 63.4%, and Société de Patrimoine des northwest of arlit, agadez
Mines du niger S.a. (SOPaMin), 36.6%] region

do. Société des Mines d'azelik S.a. azelik Mine 700 3

3On care-and-maintenance status.

Mali

niger

do. do. ditto.
1abbreviations used for units of measure are as follows: km, kilometer.
2Mining operations at the Yatela Mine ceased in 2013; however, stockpiled ore continued to be processed.

Country and commodity

TaBle 2
Mali and niger: STrUCTUre OF THe Mineral indUSTrieS in 2016

(Metric tons unless otherwise specified)


