
 

 
THE MINERAL INDUSTRY OF ARMENIA—1998 3.1 

THE MINERAL INDUSTRY OF 

ARMENIA 
By Richard M. Levine

In recent years, Armenia's mineral industry has primarily been 
in mining nonferrous metals and industrial minerals.  The 
country has large molybdenum reserves associated with copper 
and had been mining one-third of the former Soviet Union's 
(FSU) output of molybdenum.  It also mined copper and copper-
zinc deposits and had a native gold mining industry.  Significant 
byproduct constituents in the country’s nonferrous ores include 
barite, gold, lead, rhenium, selenium, silver, tellurium, and zinc. 

Armenia had a large industrial minerals industry and was the 
largest producer of perlite in the FSU.  It produced a number of 
other industrial minerals including clays, diatomite, dimension 
stone, limestone, salt, and semiprecious stones and had a 
diamond cutting industry.  Armenia, however, had practically no 
mineral fuel production and was dependent on imported mineral 
fuels. 

Armenia was reviving production of nonferrous metals and  

industrial minerals, with foreign investment playing an 
important role in restoring output and creating facilities to 
produce value-added products.  Increasing production of copper, 
cut diamonds, gold, and molybdenum would be significant for 
the Armenian economy.  If Armenia reaches its capacity for 
molybdenum production, it could become a major regional 
supplier.  Reviving mineral production has progressed despite 
the great economic hardships the blockade by Azerbaijan and 
Turkey has imposed.  If a mutually agreeable resolution to the 
political problems caused by Armenia’s conflict with Azerbaijan 
over the status of Nagorno-Karabakh and related issues can be 
achieved, Armenia could potentially make more rapid progress 
in developing  mineral-related sectors of its economy. 

For more extensive coverage of the mineral industry of 
Armenia, see the 1997 Minerals Yearbook, Volume III, Mineral 
Industries of Europe and Central Eurasia.



TABLE 1
ARMENIA:  PRODUCTION OF MINERAL COMMODITIES 1/ 

(Metric tons unless otherwise specified)

                                             Commodity 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 e/
Bentonite 100 e/ 110 2,750 r/ 2,750 r/ e/ 3,000
Cement thousand metric tons 100 r/ 228 282 297 r/ 310
Copper, Cu content of concentrate 4,900 r/ 8,080 9,080 9,300 e/ 9,300
Gold kilograms 300 r/ e/ 514 244 500 r/ e/ 350
Limestone e/ thousand metric tons 500 r/ 1,500 r/ 1,800 r/ 1,700 r/ 1,700
Molybdenum, Mo content of concentrate e/ 500 1,500 1,800 r/ 2/ 1,800 r/ 2,500
Perlite e/ 5,000 r/ 6,000 r/ 6,000 r/ 6,000 r/ 35,000
Salt 30,000 e/ 32,800 26,400 27,000 e/ 27,000
Silver kilograms NA 184 626 1,000 e/ 1,000
e/ Estimated.  r/ Revised.  NA  Not available.   
1/ Includes data available through January 2000.
2/ Reported figure.

TABLE 2
ARMENIA:  STRUCTURE OF THE MINERAL INDUSTRY IN 1998

(Thousand metric tons unless otherwise specified)

Location of Annual
Commodity Major operating companies main facilities capacity e/ 1/

Copper, mine output, Cu content Kapan mining directorate Kapan 30
Shamlug mining directorate Shamlug
Akhtala mining directorate Akhtala
Zangezur copper-molybdenum complex mining Kadzharan deposit Kadzharan 
Agarak copper-molybdenum mining and processing complex Agarak

Diamonds, cut stones thousand carats Shogakhn gem cutting plant Nor-Achin 120
Gold metric tons Zod mining complex Zod 2

Megradzor deposit Megradzor
Molybdenum, mine output, Mo content Zangezur copper-molybdenum complex mines Kadzharan deposit Kadzharan 8

Agarak copper-molybdenum mining complex Agarak
Perlite Aragats mining and beneficiation complex Aragats 200
Zinc, mine output, Zn content Kapan mining directorate Kapan NA
e/ Estimated.  NA Not available.
1/ Capacity estimates are the total for all enterprises procucing that commodity.
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