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The Mineral indusTry of  
The republic of Korea

by lin Shi

The Republic of Korea has limited mineral and energy 
resources to support the country’s consumption and robust 
manufacturing sector. in 2009, the Republic of Korea’s 
gross domestic product (GDp) grew by 0.2% to about 
$1.4 trillion based on purchasing power parity, and the 
country’s consumer-price-based inflation rate was 2.8%. The 
unemployment rate was about 4%. The Government’s economic 
agenda shifted in the final months of 2008 to dealing with the 
global economic crisis, and the domestic economy in 2009 
responded well to the Government’s fiscal stimulus package 
and the low interest rates (u.S. Department of State, 2010). The 
Republic of Korea has some deposits of coal, graphite, lead, 
molybdenum, and tungsten, and also has hydropower potential. 
The mining and quarrying sector produced small quantities of 
anthracite coal, concentrates of ferrous metals, mineral ores, and 
nonferrous metals.

Minerals in the National Economy

According to the Bank of Korea, the value of production (at 
2005 prices) of the mining and quarrying sector decreased by 
about 9% in 2009 compared with that of the previous year. The 
output of the industrial minerals sector accounted for about 70% 
of the value of the country’s total mineral production (Bank of 
Korea, 2009, p. 190-191). The Republic of Korea’s mining and 
quarrying sector contributed very little to the country’s GDp, 
and production of processed mineral products was largely reliant 
on external resources for much of the mineral requirements.

Government Policies and Programs

The current Government was elected on a platform that 
promised to boost the national economic growth rate through 
deregulation, tax reform, increased foreign direct investment 
(fDi), labor reform, and free trade agreements with the 
country’s major markets. There were concerns about the nation’s 
economic growth potential because of the problems related to 
the population structure, the labor regulations, the domestic 
financial market, and the degree of regulatory nontransparency. 
The policymakers were increasingly worried about the diversion 
of corporate investment to china and other lower wage 
countries and by the decrease of fDi in the Republic of Korea 
(u.S. Department of State, 2010).

The Republic of Korea maintained a broad network of trading 
relationships with many countries and was allied with the united 
States by the 1953 Mutual Defense Treaty, which included 
consulting with the united States on North Korea policy. 
Two-way trade between the Republic of Korea and North Korea 
declined significantly in 2009; the Republic of Korea remained 
North Korea’s second ranked trading partner after China, 

however, and much of this trade took place in the Kaesong 
industrial complex (Kic) in North Korea (u.S. Department of 
State, 2010).

Production

The Republic of Korea was a leading global producer of 
cadmium, slab zinc, and steel; it was also a major regional 
producer of cement, refined copper, pyrophyllite, talc, and 
zeolites. The country was one of the region’s significant 
consumers and importers of coal, natural gas, and crude 
petroleum; of ores and concentrates of copper, iron, lead, 
and zinc; and of nickel oxide sinter. In 2009, the production 
of bismuth, copper, feldspar, gold, lead, and mica increased 
whereas the production of cadmium, clays (kaolin), graphite, 
pig iron, and sand (including glass sand) decreased. Data on 
the country’s major mineral commodity production for 2005 
through 2009 are in table 1.

Structure of the Mineral Industry

The Republic of Korea’s mining sector mined ores to produce 
metals and nonmetal materials and products. although the 
domestic mine output of ferrous and nonferrous metals was 
very small compared with the raw material that was required by 
the refining industries, the metals and metal products produced 
in the country played an important role in satisfying domestic 
demand for industrial materials and in trade. The nonmetal 
minerals and mineral products were used mostly by domestic 
industries. Small amounts of anthracite coal and offshore natural 
gas were also produced (tables 1, 2).

The country’s large coal mining, natural gas, petrochemical, 
and petroleum refining companies were state owned and under 
the supervision of the Ministry of commerce, industry and 
energy (Mcie). The rest of the mining, quarrying, and ferrous 
and nonferrous metal processing companies were privately 
owned and operated.

Mineral Trade

in 2009, the country’s exports were valued at about 
$363.5 billion, which was a decrease of 14% from their value 
of $422 billion in 2008, and imports were valued at about 
$323.1 billion, which was a decrease of 26% from their value of 
$435 billion in 2008. The decrease in the value of exports was 
owing mainly to decreases in (or only slight increases in) the per 
unit trading value. although the export volume of chemicals and 
iron and steel products increased by 23% and 29%, respectively, 
the per unit export value of these two commodities decreased 
by 33% and 29%, respectively. The volume of gold exports 
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increased by 99% but the per unit export value increased by 
only 5%. The decrease in the value of imports was owing to 
decreases in both the import volume and the per unit trading 
value. The import volume of iron and steel decreased by 28%; 
nonferrous metals, by 19%; crude oil, by 8%; and fuel, by 5% 
and the per unit import value of these commodities decreased by 
35%, 41%, 51%, and 49%, respectively (Bank of Korea, 2009, 
p. 139-140; U.S. Department of State, 2010).

Commodity Review

Metals

Aluminum.—Domestic demand for and consumption 
of primary aluminum increased by about 3%, but primary 
aluminum production was negligible. imports of primary 
aluminum and aluminum alloys decreased by 0.6% to about 
1,078,000 metric tons (t) from 1,085,000 t in 2008, of which 
866,000 t was primary aluminum ingot and 212,000 t was 
primary aluminum alloys; imports of scraps of aluminum and 
aluminum alloys decreased by about 19% from that of the 
previous year. The major suppliers of primary aluminum ingots 
and alloys were Australia (42%), Russia (28%), Canada (11%), 
and china and bahrain (9% each). The Republic of Korea’s 
aluminum products included metal coil, plate, and sheet; 
extrusion products; foil; metal powders; wheels for automobiles; 
and other casting products. The country’s domestic aluminum 
product manufacturers were also the major primary aluminum 
and aluminum alloy consumers (World bureau of Metal 
Statistics, 2009, p. 26).

Copper.—The Republic of Korea’s consumption of refined 
copper increased by about 12% to 955,000 t from 852,000 t in 
2008. Although domestic production of mined copper increased 
by 250% to 14 t from 4 t in 2008, this still was an insignificant 
amount compared with the country’s requirement. in 2009, 
imports of copper ore and concentrates increased by 8% to 
about 1,599,000 t from 1,484,000 t in 2008; imports of refined 
copper increased by about 23% to 500,000 t from 406,000 t; 
imports of copper and copper alloy scrap decreased by about 
28% to 156,000 t from 217,000 t, and imports of blister and 
anode copper decreased by 29% to about 41,000 t from 58,000 t 
(World bureau of Metal Statistics, 2009, p. 73).

State-owned Korea Resources corp. (KoReS) of the 
Republic of Korea planned to invest $200 million jointly with 
state-owned corporación Minera de bolivia (comibol) of 
bolivia to develop a copper mine in corocoro, bolivia. KoReS 
would have a 45% stake in the project and would receive all the 
mine’s output (Mining Weekly.com, 2009).

Gold.—The production of refined gold was 51,186 kilograms 
(kg), which was an increase of 34.7% from the 37,989 kg 
produced in 2008. In the Republic of Korea, refined gold was 
used to make coins, dental products, electrical communication 
parts, jewelry, and semiconductor materials. according to the 
Ministry of Strategy and finance, the Government planned 
to set up a gold spot exchange in January 2012 to improve 
the regulation of the local gold market; the exchange would 
eventually serve as a trade center in Northeast asia and would 
handle other commodity exchanges as well, such as agricultural 

products, crude oil, and refined petroleum (Korea.net, 2010; 
Korea Times, The, 2010).

Iron and Steel.—Hyundai Steel started the country’s first 
blast furnace operation at the end of 2009; the facility had an 
annual iron production capacity of 4 million metric tons (Mt). 
The company invested a total of $5.08 billion to build two blast 
furnaces with a combined annual production capacity of 8 Mt in 
Dangjin, which is located about 200 kilometers (km) southwest 
of Seoul. The two furnaces would boost the company’s annual 
iron output by 73% to 19 Mt (cho Mee-young, 2010).

pohang iron and Steel co. ltd. (poSco) commissioned 
a cold-rolled stainless steel mill in pohang with an annual 
production capacity of 400,000 t and started to supply the 
domestic market in November using the mill’s trial production. 
construction of the mill began in 2005, although it was once 
stopped temporarily because of an oversupply of stainless steel 
(Yieh Corp. Steel Market News, 2009).

Magnesium.—in November, poSco announced its intention 
to become the first company to build a magnesium refinery plant 
in the Republic of Korea. The plant, which would be located 
in Gangneung city, Gangwon province, would have an annual 
production capacity of 10,000 t. The new plant was expected 
to reduce imports of some 14,000 t of magnesium ingots 
from china. output from the plant would supply poSco’s 
3,000-metric-ton-per-year (t/yr)-capacity magnesium metal 
sheet manufacturing facility in Suncheon city, South Jeolla 
province, and the rest of the plant’s output would be sold to 
local businesses (Korea Herald, The, 2009).

Manganese.—The poS-Hi Metal ferromanganese 
manufacturing company, which was a joint venture between 
poSco (65%) and the Dongbu Group (35%), was established 
in September. The company planned to build facilities to support 
annual production of 75,000 t of ferromanganese. construction 
was expected to begin in april 2010 and to be completed in 
September 2011 (Korea Herald, The, 2009; mk Business News, 
2010).

Nickel.—Nickel was one of the strategic minerals identified 
by the Government and is a critical input to the stainless steel 
industry. POSCO and La Société Minière du Sud Pacifique 
(SMSP) of New Caledonia jointly established the Nickel Mining 
Co. (NMC) in New Caledonia and Société du Nickel de Nouvelle 
calédonie et corée (SNNc) in the Republic of Korea. The 
SNNC’s 30,000-t/yr-capacity ferronickel plant was the largest in 
the world. The plant was designed and delivered by Kawasaki 
plant Systems, ltd. of Japan (K plant) to SNNc and was set up 
close to POSCO’s Gwangyang Works; the plant started operation 
in early October 2009. K Plant’s training of SNNC staff took 
place in PT Antam Tbk., Indonesia (KHI Group, 2009).

Titanium.—POSCO and Ust-Kamenogorsk Titanium and 
Magnesium Plant (UKTMP) of Kazakhstan jointly established 
a titanium slab manufacturing firm at Ust-Kamenogorsk in 
eastern Kazakhstan. On September 29, the two companies 
signed a memorandum of understanding in which they agreed 
that each would hold a 50% stake in the joint venture and that 
each would invest one-half of the approximately $50 million 
needed to cover the cost of the plant, which was expected to be 
completed by 2012. uKTMp would provide titanium sponge 
to produce titanium slabs in Kazakhstan, and POSCO’s plants 
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in the Republic of Korea would use the slabs to make titanium 
plates and sheets for use by Pohang Steelworks and to sell on 
the Chinese, European, and Korean markets. This move by 
POSCO would make the Republic of Korea the fourth ranked 
country in the world in production of titanium-based coil after 
Japan, Russia, and the United States (Korea Herald, The, 2009; 
Silk Road Intelligencer, 2009; Steel Guru, 2010).

Zinc.—Zincox Resources plc. of the united Kingdom 
helped the Korea Recycling plant (KRp) project treat electric 
arc furnace dust (eafD) (a byproduct of the steel recycling 
process) to produce zinc oxides. EAFD contains 18% to 25% 
zinc, or about four times more than the average natural deposit. 
according to Zincox, the Government had already awarded 
Zincox’s chosen operating site foreign investment zone 
status, thereby granting it tax and other incentives available to 
foreign investors in Korea. Zincox’s chosen operating site for 
the KRP covers 9.3 hectares and is situated at the Cheonbuk 
Industrial Complex approximately 10 km west of Pohang (one 
of the Republic of Korea’s major steel-producing centers) 
(Recyclingbizz.com, 2010).

Industrial Minerals

Sand and Gravel.—The volume of inter-Korean trade in 
sand had rapidly increased in 2007 and 2008. In 2009, the 
Government of the Republic of Korea tightened rules on imports 
of sand from North Korea because North Korean sand had 
been rumored to be linked to North Korea’s military. These 
concerns, especially after the North Korean military launched 
a long-range rocket in April, prompted Seoul to ban local 
sand importers from traveling to North Korea. North Korea 
had exported $73.35 million worth of sand to the Republic of 
Korea in 2008, and the North Korean Government was trying 
to compensate for the Republic of Korea’s decision to stop 
the imports by seeking alternative sand markets in Russia 
(Yonhap News agency, 2009). in an effort to retain the trade 
with the Republic of Korea, the Government of North Korea 
offered to provide sand to companies in the Republic of Korea 
in exchange for other building materials and fuel (oliver and 
Song, 2010). Specifically, the Government offered to exchange 
sand, resources licenses, and long-term rental income in return 
for concrete, steel, and fuel. because of economic sanctions 
imposed on North Korea by the united Nations, North Korea 
was facing a financial crisis, and the Government of North 
Korea asked China and the Republic of Korea to invest 
$320 million in a construction project in pyongyang. The 
Government was also seeking 219,990 barrels (30,000 t) of 
diesel and gasoline, 300,000 t of cement, and 50,000 t of steel 
bars from foreign sources (Munhwa ilbo, 2010).

Mineral Fuels, Related Materials, and Other Sources of Energy

Coal.—according to the trade statistics of the Republic of 
Korea, the country’s coal imports in 2009 increased by 3.4% 
to 103 Mt, which was an increase of 3 Mt from the previous 
year. Imports by type consisted of 80 Mt of thermal coal, 16 Mt 
of metallurgical coal, and 7 Mt of anthracite. of the imports, 
43 Mt was from australia and 34 Mt was from indonesia, 

which accounted for 42% and 33% of the total imports of these 
commodities, respectively. Coal coke imports decreased by 
63.7% to 248,000 t, which was a decrease of 435,000 t from 
the previous year. of the imports, 135,000 t was from Japan 
and accounted for 54% of the total coal coke imports. Green 
pet coke imports increased by 283.1% to 573,000 t, which 
was an increase of 423,000 t from the previous year; of these 
imports, 338,000 t was from the United States and accounted 
for 59% of the total green pet coke imports. Green pet coke 
exports decreased by 27.3% to 82,000 t, which was a decrease 
of 31,000 t from the previous year; these exports went mainly to 
china and Japan (TeX Report, The, 2010c, e, g-i).

in 2009, the Republic of Korea’s consumption of bituminous 
coal was 99 Mt, which included 21 Mt of metallurgical coal and 
78 Mt of thermal coal. Coal consumed by the Republic of Korea’s 
electric power industry increased by 12.1% to 74 Mt, which was 
an increase of 9 Mt from the previous year. The consumption 
consisted of 3 Mt of anthracite and 70 Mt of bituminous coal. 
The consumption, by company, consisted of 22 Mt by Korea 
South-east power co. (KoSep), 15 Mt by Korea east-West 
power co. (KeWeSpo), 13 Mt by Korea Midland power co. 
(KoMipo), and 12 Mt each by Korea Western power co. 
(KOWEPO) and  Korea Southern Power Co. (KOSPO). All five 
companies increased their usage from the previous year (TeX 
Report, The, 2010b, d, f).

State-owned Korea electric power corp. (Kepco) and 
poSco were forming a consortium to acquire undeveloped 
concessions in bylong and South forest, australia. These two 
concessions were fully owned by anglo american plc of the 
united Kingdom (TeX Report, The, 2010a).

Natural Gas and Petroleum.—The Republic of Korea 
imported 2.48 Mt (3.4 billion cubic meters) of liquefied natural 
gas (lNG) in october, which was an increase of 37% from 
the previous year. Korea Gas corp. (KoGaS), which was the 
world’s leading corporate buyer of lNG, was aggressively 
acquiring lNG resources to secure its supplies despite the 
global gas surplus. The company planned to import about 30 Mt 
of lNG in 2009 from a number of sources, including chevron 
corp. of the united States’ Gorgon project in australia and 
Yemen. KoGaS was also turning to alternative gas-related 
energy sources and signed an agreement in November to 
invest $345 million in a dimethylether (DMe) plant in Jubail, 
Saudi arabia. The DMe plant was expected to produce 
300,000 t/yr of DMe in 2013 (petroleum economist, 2010).

Nuclear Energy.—in December 2009, the Republic of Korea 
won a landmark deal to build and operate four nuclear reactors 
for the united arab emirates (uae), thus beating more-favored 
u.S. and french rivals to one of the Middle east’s biggest ever 
energy contracts. The first nuclear plant in the Persian Gulf 
region was scheduled to start supplying power to the uae grid 
in 2017. led by state-owned Kepco, the Republic of Korea 
planned to complete the uae’s four 1,400-megawatt (MW) 
reactors by 2020. Kepco also expected to export two nuclear 
power reactors to Turkey, which would be built in the Black Sea 
region (Bakr and Cho Mee-young, 2009).

Uranium.—australian exploration company Stonehenge 
Metals ltd. acquired Korean company chong Ma Mines inc., 
which held 56% of the title in the Daejon, the Gwesan, and the 
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Miwon uranium projects and expected to acquire the remaining 
44% by July 2011. The company also expected to acquire the 
option to explore the pyeonghae property. Together, the mine 
sites contained a known 25,000 t of uranium oxide (U3o8). 
Stonehenge’s intention was to explore for uranium, but the 
company’s chong Ma Mines were also thought to have the 
potential for deposits of molybdenum and vanadium (australia’s 
Paydirt, 2010; Stonehenge Metals Ltd., 2010, Mining Weekly.com, 
2010).

Outlook

With Kepco’s acquisition of contracts to build and operate 
the uae’s nuclear powerplants and Stonehenge Metals ltd. 
acquisition of the rights to four uranium projects in the Republic 
of Korea, the country’s mining and energy industries are 
entering a new era of production. KoGaS is expected to remain 
the world’s leading lNG buyer, and Korean companies are 
expected to be broadly involved in the international businesses. 
The Government will continue to implement its worldwide 
energy diplomacy and strategic mineral stockpile program to 
further secure needed resource supplies. in the near future, the 
Government is expected to focus on both the domestic and 
foreign construction markets to cope with the global economic 
recession. The 30 leading business conglomerates in the Republic 
of Korea planned to invest $77.6 billion in 2010 to boost the 
country’s growth, and the Ministry of land, Transportation and 
Maritime affairs sent a delegation to latin america to solicit 
construction projects. The central Bank of Korea predicted that 
the economy would grow by 4.6% in 2010 compared with 0.2% 
in 2009 (Korea.net, 2009; UPI Asia.com, 2010).
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2005 2006 2007 2008 2009

bismuth, metal 231 236 267 210 300
cadmium, smelter 2,582 3,320 2,846 3,090 2,500
Copper:

Mine output, cu content 4 3 6 4 14
Metal:

Smelter, primary and secondary 486,500 484,000 515,000 537,925 r 531,701
Refined, primary and secondary 519,300 575,500 566,400 514,243 510,000 e

Gold:
Mine output, au content kilograms 266 277 162 175 274
Metal, refined do. 42,485 43,505 47,078 37,989 51,186

Iron and steel:
Iron ore and concentrate:

Gross weight thousand metric tons 213 227 291 366 455
fe content do. 119 155 163 205 e 200 e

Metal:
pig iron do. 27,309 27,548 29,437 31,043 27,475
Ferroalloys:

ferromanganese 124,000 169,202 209,321 251,125 --
ferrosilicomanganese 74,000 94,119 105,607 76,184 --

Total 198,000 263,321 314,928 327,309 --
Steel, crude thousand metric tons 47,820 48,455 51,517 53,322 48,572

Lead:
Mine output, pb content 50 17 12 449 2,064
Metal, smelter 180,784 163,379 195,022 244,137 222,461

Nickel:
Ferronickel -- -- -- 2,506 3,000 e

Metal 26,300 28,085 28,675 28,653 30,000 e

Silver:
Mine output, ag content kilograms 3,515 1,521 1,400 e -- r --
Metal do. 1,218,849 1,377,659 1,393,935 1,461,886 1,740,078

Zinc:
Mine output, Zn content 77 16 4,067 3,672 --
Metal, primary 644,828 662,521 670,000 r 738,000 r 660,000 e

cement, hydraulic thousand metric tons 51,391 53,971 52,182 51,653 50,127
Clays, kaolin do. 2,767 2,399 688 955 695
Diatomaceous earth 2,193 3,460 2,360 2,540 2,440
feldspar 508,644 427,378 398,513 344,257 622,700
Graphite, all types 39 68 52 73 48
Lime, slaked limee 3,600,000 3,700,000 r 3,900,000 r 4,000,000 r 3,800,000 e

Mica, all grades 36,623 30,356 42,385 49,474 27,078
Nitrogen, N content of ammonia 165,000 e 90,000 e -- -- --
Salt 378,887 285,568 249,515 384,304 382,270
Soda ash, manufacturede 310,000 310,000 310,000 310,000 310,000 e

Stone, sand and gravel:
limestone thousand metric tons 81,432 79,404 82,655 83,469 r 77,923
Quartzite do. 2,868 2,921 3,511 3,325 3,536
Sand, including glass sand do. 461 1,437 22,227 1,757 455

Sulfur, byproduct:e
Metallurgy do. 800 660 670 660 600 e

petroleum do. 900 950 1,000 900 900
Total do. 1,700 1,610 1,670 1,560 1,500

Talc and related materials:
pyrophyllite 885,559 677,465 798,054 892,625 617,411
Talc 83,471 64,118 9,557 6,438 5,996

Zeolites 173,435 160,056 157,408 217,691 235,226

MeTalS

iNDuSTRial MiNeRalS

See footnotes at end of table.

Table 1
REPUBLIC OF KOREA: PRODUCTION OF MINERAL COMMODITIES1

(Metric tons unless otherwise specified)

commodity
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commodity 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009

Carbon black 471,716 484,302 497,191 484,000 e 500,000 e

coal, anthracite thousand metric tons 2,832 2,824 2,886 2,773 2,519
fuel briquets, anthracite briquetse do. 2,010 2 2,327 2 2,400 2,320 2,000
petroleum, refinery products3 thousand 42-gallon barrels 727,234 717,493 770,523 747,827 750,000 e

mineral, p. 9; U.S. Geological Survey Minerals Questionnaire 2005-09. World Bureau of Metal Statistics, December 2009. The Bank of Korea Monthly 
Statistical bulletin, table 41, exports by principal commodity, table 42, imports by principal commodity, May 2009, p. 132-135.

MiNeRal fuelS aND RelaTeD MaTeRialS

eEstimated; estimated data are rounded to no more than three significant digits; may not add to totals shown.  rRevised.  do. Ditto.  -- Zero.
1Table includes data available through august 27, 2010. 
2Reported figure. 
3Includes bunker oil C-type, diesel oil, gasoline, kerosene, liquefied petroleum gas, and naphtha.

Table 1—continued
REPUBLIC OF KOREA: PRODUCTION OF MINERAL COMMODITIES1

(Metric tons unless otherwise specified)

Sources: Ministry of Commerce, Industry and Energy, Korea Institute of Geoscience and Mineral Resources, 2009 supply and demand balance by 
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 Major operating companies annual
 and major equity owners location of main facilities capacity

bismuth, metal metric tons Korea Zinc co. ltd. onsan refinery 100
cadmium do. do. do. 2,000

Do. do. Young poong corp. Sukpo refinery 805
cement Ssangyong cement industrial co. ltd. plants at Tonghae, Kwang Yang, 15,040

Munkyung, Pukpyong, and Yeongwol
Do. Sung Shin cement Manufacturing co. ltd. Tanyang plant 13,700
Do. Tong Yang Major corp. Plants at Pukpyong and Samchok 11,580
Do. lafarge Halla cement corp. Plants at Kwang Yang and Okkye 9,500
Do. Hyundai cement co. ltd. plants at Tanyang and Yongwol 8,600
Do. Hanil cement Manufacturing co. Plants at Chungbuk and Tanyang 7,200
Do. asia cement Manufacturing co. ltd. plants at Daegu and Jaechon 4,600

coal Korea coal corp. Mines at changsung, Dogae, and Hwasoon 2,000
copper, metal, primary Korea Zinc co. ltd. onsan 20

Do. LS-Nikko Copper Inc. changhang 60
Do. do. onsan 510

Gas, natural Korea National oil corp. (KNoc) ulleung basin Na
Gold:

in concentrate kilograms Hangum co. ltd. Haenam, Cholla Province; Muguk Mine 1,600
Refined do. Korea Zinc co. ltd. onsan 50,000

Do. do. LS-Nikko Copper Inc. do. 60,000
Graphite Kaerion Graphite ltd. Kangwon Na

Do. Wolmyong Mining co. do. Na
indium, metal kilograms Korea Zinc co. ltd. do. 55,000
iron ore Na Mines at Sinyemi, Gangwon-do povince 300
lead, metal, primary Korea Zinc co. ltd. Kangwon 200
Magnesium pohang iron and Steel co. ltd. (poSco) Magnesium refinery plant, 10

Gangneung city, Gangwon-do province 
Do. do. Magnesium metal sheet plant, 3

Suncheon city, South Jeolla province 
Molybdenum metric tons Korea Resources corp. (KoReS) Mine at Uljin; Smelter at Yeosu, 6,000

South Jeolla province 
Nickel, metal Korea Nickel Corp. Onsan nickel refinery plant 48
Nickel, ferronickel pohang iron and Steel co. ltd. (poSco) Gwangyang ferronickel plant 30
petroleum, refinery products thousand 42-gallon SK corp. ulsan 817

barrels per day
Do. do. lG-caltex corp. Yocheon (Yosu) 650
Do. do. Hyundai oil Refinery co. Daesan and inchon 589
Do. do. S-oil corp. onsan 520

pyrophyllite Na Wan-Do, Sungsan, Hwansan, Okmesan, 446
Dae-Do, and chin-Do Mines in Haenam 

Do. Na Nilyang, Yangsan, Kimhae, pusan, and 446
Kyong-Nam Mines in Dong-Nae 

Silver:
in concentrate kilograms Hangum co. ltd. Haenam, cholla province 3,700
Refined metric tons Korea Zinc co. ltd. onsan 1,000

Do. do. LS-Nikko Copper Inc. do. 370
Steel, crude pohang iron and Steel co. ltd. (poSco) Kwangyang (Gwangyang) Works 15,000

Do. do. Pohang Works 13,000
Do. Hyundai Steel co. ltd. inchon plant 4,800
Do. do. pohang plant 3,200
Do. Dongkuk Steel Mill Co. Ltd. Inchon Works 1,450
Do. do. Pohang Works 3,600
Do. Korea iron and Steel co. ltd. Masan and Changwon Works 1,200

Talc il Shin industrial co. ltd. Choong Ju, Chungcheongbuk Province 160
Do. Korea Zinc co. ltd. onsan 430
Do. Young poong corp. Sukpo 280

Zinc Korea Zinc co. ltd. onsan refinery 445
Do. Young poong corp. Sukpo refinery 303

Do., do., Ditto  Na Not available. 

commodity

Table 2
REPUBLIC OF KOREA: STRUCTURE OF THE MINERAL INDUSTRY IN 2009

(Thousand metric tons unless otherwise specified)


