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The Mineral indusTry of lebanon

by Mowafa Taib

For Lebanon, 2009 was a year of political and economic 
stability despite the global recession. Lebanon’s construction 
activity surged because of an increased demand for residential 
real estate. The real estate boom was evidenced by the 9.4% 
increase in property taxes collected in 2009 compared with that 
of 2008, the increase in the value of property sold (8.2%), the 
increase in the average value of property sales (5.8%), and the 
increase in the number of property sales (2.3%). The Lebanese 
economy grew by about 7% in 2009. The value of external 
trade, which is the sum of the country’s exports and imports, 
was $19.7 billion in 2009, or 0.6% more than the value in 2008 
(bank audi S.a.L., 2009, p. 2; 2010, p. 1, 4).

Minerals in the National Economy

Industrial exports were valued at $3.3 billion in 2009, which 
was slightly more than they were valued in 2008. In 2009, the 
export value of pearl and precious and semiprecious gemstones, 
including diamond, increased by 91% to $1.1 billion compared 
with $574 million in 2008 and represented about 32% of 
the country’s total export value. The volume of Lebanese 
exports of diamond exceeded 2.4 million carats and was worth 
about $48.5 million in 2008. Mineral products accounted for 
about 20% of the country’s total imports; chemical products, 
8.4%; and base-metal products, 6.4%. The import value of 
petroleum products increased to $5.2 billion in 2009 from about 
$4.1 billion in 2008. The import value of pearl and precious 
and semiprecious gemstones decreased by 6% to $801 million 
in 2009 from $852 million in 2008. In 2009, Lebanon exported 
goods worth $777 million, or 23.5% of total exports, to 
Switzerland, followed by the United arab emirates, which 
received $333 million (or 10.0% of total Lebanese exports); 
Iraq, $271 million (8.2%); Saudi arabia, $243 million (7.4%); 
Syria, $225 million (6.8%); and belgium, $114 million (3.5%). 
The United States was Lebanon’s leading source of imports, 
accounting for 10.5% of Lebanon’s total imports, followed by 
France, 9.7%; China, 8.9%; Germany, 7.6%; Italy, 7.5%; and 
Japan, 4.1% (bank audi S.a.L., 2010, p. 6; Ministry of Finance, 
2010, p. 4-7,12-14).

Production

Lebanon was not a significant producer of minerals in 2009. 
Cement production in 2009 increased by 15% to 4.90 million 
metric tons (Mt) from 4.25 Mt in 2008. additionally, the country 
produced construction sand, granite, gravel, gypsum, lime, 
marble, phosphate fertilizer, and silica sand. Data on mineral 
production are in table 1.

Structure of the Mineral Industry

Lebanon’s cement production was carried out by Ciment de 
Siblin, Cimenterie du Moyen-orient, Cimenterie national S.a.L., 

Holcim (Liban) S.a.L. (a subsidiary of Holcim Ltd. of 
Switzerland), and Société Libanaise des Ciments blancs S.a.L., 
of which Holcim owned a majority share of 52%. Production of 
rolled steel and steel pipes was carried out by such companies 
as attar Steel Co. and Demco Steel Industries S.a.L. Lebanon 
Chemicals Company S.a.L. produced aluminum sulfate, 
dicalcium phosphate, monocalcium phosphate, phosphoric acid, 
sulfuric acid, and superphosphate fertilizer (table 2).

Commodity Review

Metals

Iron and Steel.—In 2009, the greater-than-normal activity of 
the real estate sector created an increased demand for mineral 
commodities used for construction, including steel products. 
Steel imports increased to more than 1 Mt in 2009 compared 
with 661,000 metric tons (t) in 2008. Imports of finished steel 
bars increased by about 32% to 871,670 t from 661,000 t, and 
imports of steel sections increased by 23% to 50,000 t from 
40,700 t (arab Steel, 2010).

Industrial Minerals

Cement.—Demand for cement increased in 2009 because 
of the high level of activity in the real estate sector. Holcim 
(Liban) sold nearly its entire cement output from the Chekka 
plant to the domestic market, unlike in 2008 when the company 
exported some of its production to Iraq and Syria and transferred 
a portion of the clinker produced at the Chekka cement plant 
to the company’s plant in Cyprus. In 2009, Lebanon produced 
4.90 Mt of cement compared with 4.25 Mt in 2008 [Holcim 
(Liban) S.a.L., 2010, p. 6].

Diamond and Gemstones.—In 2009, according to 
Kimberley Process Certification Scheme (KPCS) public 
statistics, Lebanon exported 928,555 carats of diamond valued 
at $58.7 million compared with 2.40 million carats valued at 
about $47.9 million in 2008. The volume of Lebanese diamond 
imports was 541,701 carats valued at about $57.9 million in 
2009 compared with 2.47 million carats valued at $39 million in 
2008 (Kimberley Process Certification Scheme, 2010).

Lebanon’s diamond trade with Guinea was under 
investigation in 2009 by the KPCS following reports that 
conflict diamond from Côte d’Ivoire was possibly being 
traded through Guinea. Possible tax evasion also was under 
investigation. Lebanon had reportedly exported more than 
250,000 more carats of gem-quality diamond than it had 
imported in 2008. because there were no known diamond 
mines in the country, it was believed that gem-quality diamond 
was imported from Guinea as industrial diamond. In Guinea, 
industrial diamond exports were valued at less than 10% 
that of gem-quality diamond and were therefore taxed at a 
lower rate. Lebanon had rejoined the KPCS in 2007 after 
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being suspended in 2004 for failing to adopt legislation that 
complied with KPCS standards (other Facets, 2004). In 2009, 
Lebanon had 63 jewelry manufacturers that were members the 
Chamber of Commerce, Industry and agriculture of beirut and 
Mount Lebanon compared with 50 jewelry manufacturers in 
2004 (other Facets, 2004; Howden, 2009; Khourchid, 2009; 
Partnership africa Canada, 2009, p. 20; Chamber of Commerce, 
Industry and agriculture of beirut and Mount Lebanon, 2010).
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2005 2006 2007 2008 2009
Cement, hydraulic thousand metric tons 4,600 3,348 r, 4 3,945 r, 4 4,250 r, 4 4,900 4

Gypsum 30,000 30,000 30,000 30,000 30,000
Lime 14,000 14,000 14,000 14,000 14,000
Limestone, for cement thousand metric tons 6,000 r 4,400 r 5,100 r 5,500 r 6,400
Phosphate:5

Phosphatic fertilizers 85,000 85,000 85,000 85,000 73,000
Phosphoric acid 51,000 r 51,000 51,000 r 51,000 r 51,000

Salt 3,500 3,500 3,500 3,500 3,500
Sulfuric acid:

Gross weight 500,000 500,000 500,000 500,000 500,000
S content 164,000 164,000 164,000 164,000 164,000

Commodity3

TabLe 1
Lebanon: eSTIMaTeD PRoDUCTIon oF MIneRaL CoMMoDITIeS1, 2

(Metric tons unless otherwise specified)

rRevised.
1estimated data are rounded to no more than three significant digits.
2Table includes data available through May 31, 2010.

5P2o5 equivalent.

 available information is inadequate to make reliable estimates of output.
4Reported.

3In addition to the commodities listed, granite, gravel, marble, sand, and other construction materials are also produced, but quantities are not reported, and 
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Commodity Major operating companies and major equity owners Location of main facilities annual capacity
Cement Holcim (Liban) S.a.L. (Holcim Ltd., 52%) Chekka 2,900

Do. Cimenterie nationale S.a.L. do. 2,100
Do. Ciment de Sibline S.a.L. (Secil-Companhia Geral Sibline 1,277

de Cale e Cimento S.a., 50.5%; bank Med, 
20%; Walid Jumblatt, 20%)

Do. Cimenterie du Moyen-orient (Seament S.a.L.) Chekka 500
Do. Société Libanaise des Ciments blancs S.a.L. do. 100

(Holcim Ltd., 52%)
Gypsum Sodap Liban S.a.L. Hosrayel, Jebeil 30
Iron and steel, steel:

Rolled attar Steel Co. beirut 200
Pipes Demco Steel Industries S.a.L. do. 30

Lime Societe des Chaux et Platres du Liban S.a.L. Chekka na
Phosphate fertilizers Lebanon Chemicals Company S.a.L. Selaata 165
Phosphoric acid do. do. na
Sulfuric acid do. do. 580
Do., do. Ditto.  na not available.

TabLe 2
Lebanon: STRUCTURe oF THe MIneRaL InDUSTRY In 2009

(Thousand metric tons)




