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The Mineral indusTry of Moldova

By Richard M. levine

Moldova had a small mineral industry that was primarily 
engaged in the mining and production of industrial minerals 
and mineral products, including cement, clays, dimension 
stone, gypsum, limestone, industrial sand, and sand and gravel. 
Moldova was dependent on imports for all its coal, natural gas, 
and oil supplies, which came mainly from Russia (U.S. Central 
Intelligence agency, 2009).

Moldova had a steel minimill (the Moldova Steel Works), 
which had the capacity to produce more than 1 million metric 
tons per year of crude steel and 960,000 metric tons per year of 
rolled- steel products. The steel mill was located in Ribnita in the 
region of Transnistria, which is a territory within the internationally 
recognized boundaries of the Republic of Moldova. Transnistria 
declared its independence as a separate republic of the Union 
of Soviet Socialist Republics on September 2, 1990. although 
the separatist Transdniester Moldovan Republic (also known as 
Pridnestrovian Moldavian Republic) continued to exercise effective 
control over most of Transnistria, its independence had not been 
recognized by the Government of Moldova or internationally.

The country’s main mineral resources were of industrial 
minerals to produce construction materials and for use in the 
cement, chemical, food processing, and glass industries. Small 
deposits of iron ore, natural gas, and oil had been explored but 
were not economic to develop. according to assessments as of 
January 1, 2007 (the latest year for which data were available), 
reserves of industrial minerals had been determined for 17 types 
of industrial minerals in 423 deposits, of which 176 deposits were 
being mined and 56 deposits were prepared for development but 
were being kept in reserve by the Government until conditions 
were deemed suitable for their development. argillaceous and 
carbonate rocks were extracted for cement production, and 
gypsum and pyrite cinders were used as additives in cement 
production. Raw materials for cement production were based in 
two clay and two limestone deposits, which had adequate reserves 
to provide these raw materials for cement production for 50 years 
at the 2006 level of output (Zhalalite and others, 2007).

Production

In 2009, the gross domestic product reportedly decreased by 
7.9% and the value of industrial production decreased by 22.2% 
compared with that of 2008 (Interfax Russia & CIS Statistics 
Weekly, 2010). In 2009, the volume of output in the mineral 
extraction sector decreased by 32.1% compared with that of 
2008 (National Bureau of Statistics of the Republic of Moldova, 
2010). output in the steel industry was valued at $195.2 million, 
which was 58.3% less than in 2008 (Infotag, 2010). data on 
mineral production are in table 1.

Structure of the Mineral Industry

Practically all mineral production enterprises were stock 
companies that had the participation of foreign enterprises 

(Zhalalite and others, 2007). Table 2 is a list of major mineral 
industry facilities.

Commodity Review

Metals

Iron and Steel.—In 2009, steel production was Transnistria’s 
second ranked industry following electric power generation, and 
steel was one of Transnistria’s major exports. The Moldovan 
Metallurgical Plant, which accounted for 70% of the value of 
the Transnistria region’s exports, reported that in 2009 steel 
production decreased by 51.9% to 425,900 metric tons (Imedia, 
2010).

Industrial Minerals

Gypsum.—In the northern part of Moldova, two gypsum 
deposits had been explored, of which one, the Kirovskoye, 
had been mined since 1958 while the other was being held in 
reserve. Explored gypsum reserves in the Kirovskoye deposit as 
of January 1, 2007, reportedly were 16 million metric tons (Mt); 
25 Mt of explored gypsum reserves was in other deposits being 
held in reserve. Gypsum was produced by the German-Moldovan 
CMC-Knauf aG joint venture, and a portion of the gypsum 
production was exported (Zhalalite and others, 2007).

Outlook

The mineral industry of Moldova is expected to continue to 
be centered on the production of industrial minerals and steel. 
The country has very limited resources of hydrocarbons and iron 
ore, and its only significant mineral resources are of industrial 
minerals used in the cement, chemical, construction materials, 
food processing, and glass industries. For Moldova to increase 
production of industrial minerals significantly, it would likely 
have to increase its investment in exploration significantly, 
which would probably require establishing additional cooperative 
projects with foreign partners (Zhalalite and others, 2007).

References Cited

Imedia, 2010, Steel production—70 percent of Transnistrian exports—plummets 
because of crisis: Imedia Press Group, January 26. (accessed May 27, 2010, 
at http://www.imediaenglish.blogspot.com/2010/01/steel-production-70-
percent-of.html.)

Infotag, 2010, Transnistria’s industrial output declines: Infotag News agency, 
January 26. (accessed May 27, 2010, at http://www.infotag.md/news-en/581923/.)

Interfax Russia & CIS Statistics Weekly, 2010, Key socioeconomic indexes 
for CIS countries in 2009: Interfax Russia & CIS Statistical Report, 
January 30–February 12, p. 4.

National Bureau of Statistics of the Republic of Moldova, 2010, volume indices 
of industrial production—Monthly, by types of activity (corresponding period 
of the previous year = 100) (2004-2010): National Bureau of Statistics of the 
Republic of Moldova. (accessed May 27, 2010, at http://www.statistica.md/
category.php?l=en&idc=127&.)



31.2 [advaNCE RElEaSE] U.S. GEoloGICal SURvEY MINERalS YEaRBooK—2009

U.S. Central Intelligence agency, 2009, Moldova, in The world factbook: 
U.S. Central Intelligence agency. (accessed January 5, 2010, at 
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/md.html.)

Zhalalite, R.P., Il’inskiy, Yu. F., and Bilyk, a.N., 2007, Sostoyaniye mienral’no-
syr’yevoy bazy Respubliki Moldova [The condition of the mineral-raw 
material base of the Moldovan Republic]: Gornyy Zhurnal [Mining Journal], 
no. 10, p. 43-46.

2005 2006 2007 2008e 2009e

Crude steel 1,016,000 675,400 995,000 885,000 425,000 2

Cement 641,000 837,000 800,000 e 750,000 700,000
Clays, unspecified -- 227,968 165,040 165,000 150,000
Gypsum 130,800 186,200 311,900 300,000 250,000
lime 1,900 2,153 1,135 1,000 800
limestone -- 15,333 166,870 165,000 150,000
Sand and gravele 1,900,000 289,042 2 272,197 2 200,000 150,000

Natural gas, dry million cubic meters Na 56 -- 50 50
Peat, fuel usee 475,000 475,000 475,000 475,000 475,000

METalS

INdUSTRIal MINERalS

MINERal FUElS aNd RElaTEd MaTERIalS

eEstimated; estimated data are rounded to no more than three significant digits.  -- Zero.
1Table includes data available through May 31, 2010.
2Reported figure.

TaBlE 1
Moldova: PRodUCTIoN oF MINERal CoMModITIES1

(Metric tons unless otherwise specified)

Commodity

Major operating companies annual
and major equity owners capacitye

Cement lafarge Ciment (Moldova) S.a. (lafarge S.a., Rezina 1,100,000
95.31%)

Granite thousand cubic meters Na Cosauti 150
Gypsum Chisinau Municipal Council (CMC)-Knauf aG Kirovskoye deposit 850,000

(joint Moldovan-German venture)
oil and natural gas:

oil Redeco Moldova oil and Gas Co. [Resource valeni oilfield 100,000
development Company, ltd. (REdECo), 50%,
and Costilla Energy, Inc., 50%]

Natural gas thousand cubic meters do. victorovca gasfield 5,000
Sand and gravel do. Na 71 mined deposits 1,000
Steel, crude oJSC Moldova Steel Works [Rumney Trust Ribnita, Transnistria region 1,100,000

Reg, 75%; Energy Investment and Management 
Corp. (EIM), 15.6%; Government, 9.4%]

Commodity location or deposit names

eEstimated; estimated data are rounded to no more than three significant digits.  do. ditto.  Na Not available.

TaBlE 2
Moldova: STRUCTURE oF THE MINERal INdUSTRY IN 2009

(Metric tons unless otherwise specified)


