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The Mineral indusTry of ColoMbia

By Susan Wacaster

In 2014, the mineral sector in Colombia continued to be 
dominated by the coal, natural gas, nickel, and petroleum 
industries. Besides being 1 of the top 10 nickel-producing 
countries in the world, Colombia produced other metallic 
mineral commodities, including copper, gold, iron ore, and 
crude steel, some of which were produced in regionally 
competitive quantities. Colombia was also the only 
platinum-producing country in Latin America. The country 
was not a global leader in the production of hydrocarbons, but 
its coal production accounted for 1.5% of the world total, and 
its crude petroleum production, 1.2%. Its yearend reserves of 
anthracite and bituminous-grade coals accounted for 0.8% of 
the world total. In 2014, Colombia’s real gross domestic product 
(GDP) increased by 4.6% compared with that of 2013, making it 
one of the fastest growing economies in Latin America (BP p.l.c., 
2015, p. 6, 8, 30, 32; Departamento Administrativo Nacional de 
Estadística, 2015a).

Minerals in the National Economy

In 2000 through 2014, the reported annual contribution to the 
GDP from the extraction of mineral fuels and the exploitation 
of mines and quarries fluctuated between about 6% and 8%. In 
2014, the reported value contributed to the GDP from mineral 
production was nearly unchanged from that of 2013 at about 
$19 billion1 and accounted for 7.8% of the GDP. Production 
of mineral fuels was valued at $13.5 billion in 2014 compared 
with $14.7 billion in 2013; coal, $3.6 billion compared with 
$3.7 billion in 2013; nonmetallic minerals, $911 million 
compared with $882 million in 2013; and metallic minerals, 
$899 million compared with $1.1 billion in 2013 (Departamento 
Administrativo Nacional de Estadística, 2015a).

Government Policies and Programs

The Ministry of Mines and Petroleum was created by 
Decree 968 of May 18, 1940, to administer the country’s 
mines, petroleum resources, and undiscovered resources, as 
well as its national laboratory analysis and research—matters 
that had previously been handled by the Ministry of National 
Economy. In 1968, the structure of the agency was expanded 
to cover primary energy resources. In 1974, the administrative 
organization was again revised by Decree 636 of April 10, 1974, 
and the name was changed to the Ministerio de Minas y Energía 
[Ministry of Mines and Energy] (MME) (Ministerio de Minas y 
Energía, 2015a).

Under Decree 2655 of 1988 (the former Mining Law) the 
right to explore and exploit national mineral resources was 
authorized through the issuance of exploration licenses and 

1Where necessary values have been converted from Colombian pesos 
(COP) to U.S. dollars (US$) at an annual average exchange rate of 
COP2,000.68=US$1.00 in 2014 and COP1,868.9=US$1.00 for 2013.

exploitation licenses. Decree 2655 remained the applicable 
law for mining titles issued between December 23, 1988, and 
August 17, 2001. In 1987, the MME issued Decree 1335, which 
contained health and safety regulations for underground mines, 
and in 1993, the Ministry issued Decree 2222, which contained 
similar health and safety regulations for open pit operations. In 
1994, the Government made its first attempt to legalize artisanal 
mining for those miners who had worked without licenses up 
until November 31, 1993, by issuing Decree 2636. The decree 
allowed for artisanal mining if the miner submitted, free of 
charge, a request for a license, permits, or contracts; the Decree 
also allowed for an exemption of surface rent for properties 
that were smaller than 10 hectares. Under the Mining Law of 
1988, small-scale miners were obliged to provide reports on 
exploration results, investment, and work plans only when 
the exploration license expired, but medium- and large-scale 
operations were obliged to provide periodic reports (Ministerio 
de Minas y Energia, 2014, p. 10; Cárdenas Martínez, 2015).

The Government issued a new Mining Code in 
2001, Law 685. Among other changes, the new law grants 
unlicensed miners working on state-owned land 3 years to 
register with the national mining cadaster in order to legalize 
their operations. The new law introduced the concept of 
special reserve areas for mining. The law defines these reserve 
areas as places where geologic and mining studies will take 
place and which will become available for communities that 
practice artisanal mining. In these areas, cooperatives and 
traditional mining groups are given priority with regard to the 
granting of mining concessions. Under the new Mining Law, 
other special privileges given to mining cooperatives include 
financing; technical assistance and training; tax credits and 
exemptions; and business, legal, and financial training. The new 
Mining Law and a related penal code describe an obligation 
to control illegal mining, the powers of municipalities to carry 
out decommissioning and suspension of illegal operations, and 
the confiscation of minerals found to be traded or transported 
without invoices or proof of the mines from which they came. 
The Mining Law of 2001 recognizes mining operations that are 
small and shallow, operate intermittently, do not produce greater 
than 250 metric tons per year (t/yr) of material, and rely on 
hand-operated tools and human power (Ministerio de Minas y 
Energia, 2014, p. 11‒13).

By 2001, the MME was composed of special administrative 
units, including the Unidad de Planeación Minero Energética 
[Mining and Energy Planning Unit] (UPME) and the Comisión 
de Regulación de Energía y Gas [Energy and Gas Regulatory 
Commission] (CREG). Related public institutions included 
the Instituto de Investigación e Información Geocientífica, 
Minero Ambiental y Nuclear [Institute of Investigation 
and Geoscientific Information, Environmental and Nuclear 
Mining] (INGEOMINAS); the Instituto de Planificación y 
Promoción de Soluciones Energéticas [Institute of Planning and 
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Promotion of Energy Solutions (IPSE); and related companies, 
including Empresa Colombiana de Petróleos (ECOPETROL); 
Empresa Colombiana de Gas (ECOGAS), and Empresa 
Nacional Minera Ltda. (MINERCOL), among others (Ministerio 
de Minas y Energía, 2015a).

In 2003, the Agencia Nacional de Hidrocarburos [National 
Hydrocarbon Agency] (ANH) was created to bring about 
comprehensive management of hydrocarbon reserves. In 2004, 
INGEOMINAS was restructured and became the Instituto 
Colombiano de Geología y Minería [Colombian Institute of 
Geology and Mining] (retaining the same acronym for its name, 
INGEOMINAS). The agency was charged with performing and 
promoting mineral exploration and managing exploration and 
exploitation activities in the country (Ministerio de Minas y 
Energía, 2015a).

In 2011, the Government released Executive Order 4131 as 
part of a reorganization of the country’s mining and energy 
sectors. INGEOMINAS’s name was changed to the Servicio 
Geológico Colombiano [Colombian Geological Survey] 
(CGS). The CGS continues to be under the administration 
of the MME and is affiliated with the Sistema Nacional de 
Ciencia, Technologia e Innovación [National System of Science, 
Technology and Innovation], which was created in 2009 by 
law No. 1286. The Agencia Nacional de Minería [National 
Mining Agency] (ANM), which is the mining authority in 
Colombia, was also created as a result of the restructuring 
in 2011. The primary responsibilities of the ANM include 
managing Colombia’s mineral resources and granting rights 
for exploration and exploitation; managing contracts and 
concessions; collecting and overseeing the transfer of royalties; 
coordinating mine safety; and developing and implementing 
strategies to promote the exploration for and exploitation of the 
country’s mineral resources (Ministerio de Minas y Energía, 
2011; Agencia Nacional de Minería, 2013).

In 2013, through the passage of the Mercury Law 
(law No.1658) formalized the Government’s plans to eliminate 
the use of mercury in gold mining. It also introduced new 
alternatives and incentives, including financing programs 
to assist in increasing production from, and the safety and 
sustainability of, small-scale gold mines. The Mercury Law also 
provides a mechanism for arbitration when concessions that are 
being turned over for reserve areas through Decree 933 result in 
conflict (Ministerio de Minas y Energia, 2014, p. 15).

In July 2014, the MME released a final version of its 
national policy on formalizing the mining sector in Colombia, 
which was conceived in 2012 as part of a national mining 
development plan. The policy incorporates the sizes and scales 
of mining operations defined in the mining code of 1988, 
as small, medium, and large scale based on the quantity of 
material extracted, production capacity, number of employees, 
degree of mechanization, and other social, technical, and 
economic factors. According to the country’s 2010 census, out 
of 14,000 surveyed mining enterprises, 98% were categorized 
as small or medium scale (of which, 72% were small scale) and 
63% functioned without a mining license (Ministerio de Minas y 
Energia, 2014, p. 6).

Production

With the exception of copper and gold, production of all 
reported metallic minerals decreased by between 13% and 
38% in 2014 compared with output in 2013. Reported copper 
production increased sixfold to 4,390 metric tons (t) from 
725 t in 2013, all of which came from Atico Mining Corp. 
of Canada’s El Roble Mine as the mine had commenced 
commercial operation in 2013 and completed a mill capacity 
expansion in 2014. Gold production increased by 2.3% 
compared with that of 2013. Among the industrial minerals 
produced, production of cement increased by 10% in 2014 
compared with that of 2013. Reported production of emerald 
decreased by 25% to 1,967 carats. Emerald production numbers 
reported by the Government of Colombia represented officially 
recorded export totals only. The reported annual volume of 
mined emerald historically fluctuated, as emerald mining had 
in large part been done by mining enterprises that worked 
privately or collectively controlled mines. The decrease in 
reported emerald production in 2014 was likely owing to 
continued struggles among competing interests for control of 
emerald mines following the death in 2012 of the country’s most 
powerful emerald miner (table 1).

Structure of the Mineral Industry

The majority of mines and nonfuel mineral production 
facilities in Colombia were controlled or owned by the private 
sector. The vast majority of exploration projects undertaken 
through joint ventures and foreign investment in Colombia 
continued to be focused on precious and base metals in 
hydrothermally altered breccia, porphyry, vein, and volcanic 
massive sulfide deposits. Table 2 is a list of Colombia’s major 
mineral facilities.

Mineral Trade

Colombia was a member of the Associación Latinoamericana 
de Integración [Latin American Integration Association] 
(ALADI) and the Comunidad Andina [Andean Community] 
(CAN) and was an associate member country of the Mercado 
Comun del Súr [Southern Common Market] (MERCOSUR). 
Colombia had free trade agreements with Chile, El Salvador, 
the European Union (EU), Guatemala, Honduras, Mexico, 
Panama, the United States, and Venezuela. The value of total 
exports from Colombia in 2014 was $54.8 billion. The ALADI, 
the EU, MERCOSUR, and CAN received 23%, 18%, 7%, 
and 6%, respectively, of the total value of Colombian exports. 
With respect to individual countries, the United States received 
26% of the total, which was the lowest annual share for the 
United States since at least 1994, compared with 31% in 
2013. The United States, however, continued to be the leading 
destination by far for Colombian exports in terms of value. 
Venezuela was the second-ranked destination for Colombian 
exports by value (4%), followed by Ecuador (3%), and Mexico 
and Peru (2% each). Other countries accounted for 1% or 
less each of the total share of the value of Colombia’s exports 
(Departamento Administrativo Nacional de Estadística, 2015b, c).



COLOMBIA—2014   8.3

In 2014, the value of exports of combustibles (coal, coke, 
natural gas and related manufactured products, petroleum, and 
petroleum derivatives) and extractive products decreased by 
9% compared with that of 2013 to $36.5 billion; these exports 
accounted for about 70% of the total value of the country’s 
exported goods [which included products from the agricultural 
and manufacturing sectors and other sectors not elsewhere 
classified in the United Nations Standard International Trade 
Classification (SITC)]. Since the mid-2000s, the value of 
exports of combustibles and extractive industry products as a 
whole increased steadily to 70% of total exports from about 
40% in 2013. The value of mineral fuels, lubricants, and related 
products exports [including classifications of coal (whether 
or not pulverized, not agglomerated) and briquets (lignite and 
peat); coke and semicokes; natural and manufactured gas 
(including liquefied propane and butane; natural gas whether 
or not liquefied; and petroleum gases); petroleum, petroleum 
derivatives, and related products; and electrical current] 
decreased by 9% in 2014 to $35.9 billion. The aggregate value 
of these products increased from about 37% of the total in 
2006 to about 67% in 2011, and it had remained relatively 
constant since then. The value of metalliferous ore and scrap-
metal exports (SITC category 28) decreased to $362 million, 
or by 2.2% compared with that of 2013; nonferrous metals 
exports (SITC category 68) decreased to $141.9 million, or 
by 11% compared with that of 2013; and crude fertilizer and 
unspecified mineral exports [(SITC category 27) (excluding 
coal, petroleum, and precious gems), increased to $26.5 million, 
or by 25% compared with that of 2013. The annual value of 
exports in this category fluctuated greatly, which was likely 
owing to the inclusion of a variety of different mineral products 
being included in the unspecified category in a given year 
(Departamento Administrativo Nacional de Estadística, 2015c).

In 2014, the total value of foreign direct investment (FDI) to 
Colombia decreased to $16.3 billion, or by about 1% compared 
with that of 2013. Inward FDI had increased steadily since 
2001 when it was about $2.5 billion. The leading sector in 
terms of the value of FDI received in 2014 was the petroleum 
sector, which received $4.7 billion (accounting for 29% of the 
total), followed by  the industrial manufacturing sector (17%), 
the financial services sector (15%), the sector composed of 
communications and transportation (12%), the nonfuel mineral 
sector (10%), and the other sectors (17%) (Banco Central de 
Colombia, 2015).

Commodity Review

Metals

Copper.—Atico’s El Roble Mine was Colombia’s only 
commercial copper mine, and no other primary copper projects 
had yet reached the feasibility stage in 2014. El Roble processed 
ore with an average mill head grade of 2.5% copper and 
2.5 grams per metric ton (g/t) gold. In 2014, Atico completed 
an expansion of the processing facility to a nominal capacity of 
650 metric tons per day (t/d). The concentrate from El Roble 
contained 22% copper and 20 g/t gold. El Roble had been 
majority owned by Minera El Roble S.A. since at least 2000 

until 2011 when Atico signed an option agreement to acquire 
a 90% interest in the property during a 2-year period. In early 
2012, Atico closed its first initial public offering for El Roble. 
The company conducted exploration drilling in volcanogenic 
massive sulfide lenses close to the current mine and discovered 
additional ore deposits that justified expanding the processing 
facility. Drilling in 2012 and 2013 led to the discovery of 
high-grade copper and gold mineralization below the working 
areas of the mine, which was open at depth and along strike of 
the mine. Atico released an industry-compliant inferred mineral 
resource estimate of 1.6 million metric tons (Mt) at grades 
of 4.5% copper and 3.2 g/t gold using a cutoff grade of 0.7% 
copper equivalent. In 2013, Atico completed the acquisition of 
90% of Minera El Roble S.A., including claims surrounding the 
El Roble Mine (Atico Mining Corp., 2012, p. 3; 2013a; 2013b, 
p. 8–10; 2015).

Gold.—Reported annual gold production from Colombia 
ranged from about 53,600 kilograms (kg) in 2010 to greater 
than 57,000 kg in 2014. Owing to the limited number of official 
operations, however, production statistics from individual 
operations were not available. In 2014, Mineros S.A. produced 
about 3,400 kg of gold. Gold production from Gran Colombia of 
Canada’s Segovia and Marmato operations was about 2,300 kg 
and 800 kg, respectively, in 2014. Reported production from the 
Gran Colombia and Mineros operations combined accounted for 
just 11% of the gold produced in Colombia in 2014 (table 1; Gran 
Colombia Gold Corp., 2015, p. 24; Mineros S.A., 2015, p. 7).

Nickel.—The Cerro Matoso Mine in Montelibano, which 
commenced production in 1980, was the only nickel operation 
in Colombia, yet it was among the leading producers of 
ferronickel granules in the world. The operation processed 
laterite that overlies peridotites in the Cerro Matoso nickel belt, 
which is part of a Cretaceous ophiolite complex located at the 
northern extension of the regional Cauca-Romeral fault system. 
The nickel grade of the ore had been decreasing in recent 
years as the silica content of the ore was higher in the areas 
of the deposit that were being mined. In 2014, the company 
reported that it was investigating the options for upgrading the 
ore through beneficiation before perfoming pyrometallurgical 
processes and for improving furnace performance at Cerro 
Matoso. As of June 30, 2014, Cerro Matoso had estimated 
proven and probable reserves, including stockpiles, of 
49 million dry metric tons with an average grade of 39.9% silica, 
21.5% magnesium oxide, 14.5% iron, 2.3% alumina, and 
1.2% nickel (BHP Billiton Group, 2015, p. 1036, 1183, 1108).

Industrial Minerals

Cement.—Cementos Argos Colombia SA (Argos) had 
389 concrete facilities, 23 ports or terminals, 13 cement plants, 
and 9 clinker mills in Colombia in 2014, and the company had a 
cement production capacity of about 8 Mt. In 2014, gray cement 
production from all companies in Colombia increased by about 
10% to 12.4 Mt, and shipments decreased by the same amount 
to 12 Mt. Marketed cement shipments increased by 13% to 
6.2 Mt; shipments to concrete plants increased by 9% to 2.8 Mt; 
shipments to construction and contracting businesses increased 
by 3% to 2.3 Mt; and the rest was received or consumed by the 
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Government, manufactures of fibercement and prefabricated 
products, recipients of donations, and cement producers 
themselves and their employees (Departamento Administrativo 
Nacional de Estadística, 2015d).

Gemstones.—In 2014, the Government of Colombia 
completed audits of emerald mining titles in seven Departments 
and reported statistics of the audits in terms of the number of 
titles for which audits were completed. For example, an audit 
was completed of the only reported emerald mining title in 
Bolivar Department in 2014. The audit included a field visit, 
documentary evaluation, and a comprehensive report. The audit 
for Bolivar Province was reported as being 100% complete. In 
Boyaca Province, the audit of mining titles was 99% complete, 
as 220 out of 223 titles were audited; in Cundinamarca Province, 
94%, or 81 out of 86 emerald mining titles were audited; in 
Satander Province 100%, or 12 of the 12 emerald mining titles 
were audited; in Tolima Province, 100%, or 6 of 6 the mining 
titles; in Casanare Department, 75%, or 3 of 4, emerald mining 
titles were audited; and in Huila Province, 0%, or 0 of 2 emerald 
mining titles were audited. There appeared to be, therefore, 
at least 333 mining titles that were in some way associated 
with emerald production in the country in 2014, although no 
information on production activity was available (Ministerio de 
Minas y Energia, 2015b).

Mineral Fuels and Related Materials

Coal.—In 2014, Cesar and La Guajira Departments produced 
47.3 Mt and 34.6 Mt of coal, respectively, accounting for a 
combined total of 92% of the coal produced in the country. 
Cerrejon Coal Co., which was a joint venture of Anglo 
American Plc of the United Kingdom (33.3%), BHP Billiton 
Group (33.3%), and Glencore plc of Switzerland (33.3%), 
produced most of the reported coal from La Guajira Department 
where the Cerrejon coal mine was in operation. Drummond 
Ltd. of the United States was the top-ranked coal-producing 
company in Cesar Department; it produced about 12.9 Mt of 
coal from La Loma Mine and 10.1 Mt from El Descanso Mine, 
all of which was exported. Annual production of coal from the 
Departments of Cesar and Guajira had increased virtually every 
year since at least 1990 through 2014 (Sistema de Información 
Minero Colombiano, 2015).

Petroleum and Natural Gas.—In 2014, the ANH and the 
MEM offered contracts through a bidding round for a total of 
95 hydrocarbon blocks in both continental and offshore basins 
and these contracts were expected to provide an estimated 
1.4 billion dollars in investment. The previous bidding round 
held in Colombia was in 2012 when 50 out of a possible 
115 contracts were awarded. Other offerings had taken place in 
2007, 2008, and 2010. Since 2007, exploration and production 
and technical evaluation contracts had been offered for 
a total of 643 blocks (it was unclear whether any of these had 
been offered more than once), resulting in 236 contracts for an 
estimated investment of $7.9 billion (PriceWaterhouseCoopers, 
2014, p. 1; Agencia Nacional de Hidrocarburos, 2015).

Outlook

Preliminary data on the value of real GDP in the first 6 months 
of 2015 indicate a 3% increase from the same period in 2014 
and a 2.4% increase in the value of the mineral sector in the 
same period. The value of the mineral sector’s share of real 
GDP, however, decreased by 0.5% in the first 6 months of 2015. 
The value of production of nonmetallic minerals in the first half 
of 2015 increased by 8% compared with that of 2014, which 
is a likely reflection of increased activity of the construction 
sector; the value of metallic mineral production, however, 
decreased by 2.5%, reflecting a continuing downward trend in 
the prices of base and precious metals. Large decreases in the 
value of production of crude petroleum refinery products (-7%), 
fabricated nonmetallic mineral products (-5%), and fabricated 
metallic mineral products (-2%) contributed in large part to the 
decreased value of production from the industrial manufacturing 
sector, as the sum total of those activities accounted for 27% of 
the value of industrial manufacturing in the first half of 2015 
and 28% in the first half of 2014 (Departamento Administrativo 
Nacional de Estadística, 2015a).

There were several metal mining development projects owned 
by foreign investors that had the potential to come online in 
the mid-term in Colombia. Continental Gold Corp. of Canada 
released an updated resource estimate in June 2015 for its 
Buritica project that included increases to the measured and 
indicated resource classification. The updated estimate included 
13 Mt with about 57,200 t of zinc, 435 t of contained silver, 
and 140 t of gold. Continental operated a 30-t/d bulk-sampling 
facility at Buritica that has been operating since the early 1990s, 
and Continental planned to continue definition drilling and 
feasibility studies throughout 2015 at the property (Continental 
Gold Corp., 2015). Construction had commenced at Red Eagle 
Mining Corp. of Canada’s San Ramon gold project. In 
September 2014, the company released results of a feasibility 
study that supported a development of an underground 
operation with the capacity to process 360,000 t/yr of ore with 
an average grade of about 5 g/t gold from the San Ramon 
deposit (Red Eagle Mining Corp., 2014).
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2010 2011 2012 2013 2014

Copper, mine output, Cu content 862 r 889 858 r 725 r 4,390
Gold kilograms 53,606 55,908 66,178 55,745 57,015
Iron and steel:

Iron ore thousand metric tons 77 174 809 710 600
Pig iron do. 327 295 345 301 234
Steel, crude do. 1,213 1,290 1,324 1,297 1,079

Nickel, ferronickel, Ni content 49,443 37,817 51,975 49,319 37,817
Platinum kilograms 997 1,231 1,460 1,836 1,135
Silver do. 15,300 24,045 19,368 13,968 11,498

Cement, hydraulic thousand metric tons 9,488 10,777 10,925 11,252 12,384
Gemstones, emerald thousand carats 5,230 3,402 3,150 e 2,627 1,967
Limestone 11,767 13,365 13,548 r 13,954 r 14,000
Salt: 

Marine 139,809 151,986 77,841 113,226 105,577
Rock 288,676 305,706 229,344 319,184 340,263

Total 428,485 457,692 307,185 432,410 445,840
Sulfur; native 59,556 58,073 63,790 52,470 48,513

Coal thousand metric tons 74,350 85,803 89,902 r 85,465 r 88,500
Gas, natural, gross million cubic meters 11,300 11,000 12,000 12,600 11,800
Petroleum:

Crude thousand 42-gallon barrels 286,800 334,100 354,500 365,800 391,315
Refinery products:

Light distillates, gasoline:
Motor (extra) do. 1,190 1,240 1,230 1,253 r 1,200
Motor (regular) do. 25,260 25,263 25,438 25,584 r 25,000

Medium distillates:
Diesel fuel do. 25,311 34,993 34,730 34,152 r 34,000
Jet propellant do. 8,430 8,830 8,817 9,361 r 9,000
Kerosene do. 264 217 379 473 r 500

Other:
Aromatic tar do. 466 446 450 e 450 e 450
Asphalt do. 2,417 2,360 2,500 2,500 2,500
Avigas do. 93 88 89 101 r 100
Cyclohexane do. 100 153 150 150 150
Fuel oil do. 23 27 26 37 r 35
Lubricants do. 559 510 550 550 500
Parrafin do. 267 257 250 250 200
Propane do. 6,512 6,489 6,843 r 7,000 7,000
Solvents do. 445 1,261 750 750 700

Total do. 71,337 82,134 82,200 82,600 81,300

TABLE 1
COLOMBIA: PRODUCTION OF MINERAL COMMODITIES1

(Metric tons unless otherwise specified)

information was inadequate to make reliable estimates of output.

Commodity2

gravel, secondary iron and lead, semimanufactures, sulfur (as a byproduct of petroleum processing), thorium, and uranium, but available

METALS

INDUSTRIAL MINERALS

MINERAL FUELS AND RELATED MATERIALS

eEstimated; estimated data are rounded to no more than three significant digits; may not add to totals shown.  rRevised.  do. Ditto.  
1Table includes data available through November 4, 2015.
2In addition to the commodities listed, Colombia also produced clays, coke, feldspar, gypsum, magnesite, phosphate rock, sand and 
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Major operating companies Annual
and major equity owners Location of main facilities capacity

Cement CEMEX Colombia S.A. (CEMEX S.A.B. de C.V., Bucaramanga, Santander Department; 3,980
99.7%) Buenos Aires, Tolima Department;

Pamplona, Norte de Santander 
Department; La Calera, 
Cundinamarca Department

Do. Cementos Boyacá S.A. (Holcim Group, 100%) Nobsa, Boyaca Department 1,500
Do. Cementos del Caribe S.A. (Cementos Argos Barranquilla, Atlantico Department 1,500

Colombia S.A., 74%)
Do. Cementos del Valle S.A. (Cementos Argos Colombia Yumbo, Valle del Cauca Department 1,500

S.A., 70%)
Do. Cementos Ríoclaro S.A. (Cementos Argos Sonson, Antioquia Department 1,400

Colombia S.A., 99%)
Do. Cía. Colombiana de Clinker S.A. (Cementos Argos Plant at Cartagena, Bolivar Department 1,250

Colombia S.A., 100%)
Do. Cales y Cementos de Toluviejo S.A. Toluviejo, Sucre Department 980

(Cementos Argos Colombia S.A., 95%)
Do. Cementos Paz del Río S.A. (Cementos Argos Belencito, Boyaca Department 880

Colombia S.A., 62%)
Do. Cementos El Cairo S.A. (Cementos Argos Montebello, Antioquia Department 450

Colombia S.A., 100%)
Do. Cementos del Nare S.A. (Cementos Argos Puerto Nare, Antioquia Department 210

Colombia S.A., 100%)
Coal Carbones del Cerrejón LLC (Anglo American plc, Cerrejon Centro, Cerrejon Sur, 32,000

33.3%; BHP Billiton plc, 33.3%; Glencore plc, Cerrejon Zona Norte, and Oreganal Mines,
33.3%) La Guajira Department

Do. Drummond Ltd. (Drummond Co. Inc., 80%, and La Loma Mine, Cesar Department 20,000
Itochu Corp., 20%)

Do. Glencore plc, 100% Calenturitas Mine, Cesar Department 16,000
Do. do. Prodeco Mine, Cesar Departmen 14,500
Do. do. La Jagua Mine, Cesar Department 7,000
Do. Colombian Natural Resources, 100% El Hatillo Mine, Cesar Department 3,600
Do. CarboCoque, 100% Soacha Mine, Cundinamarca Province 3,000
Do. Drummond Ltd. (Drummond Co. Inc., 80%, and El Descanso Mine, Cesar Department 3,000

Itochu Corp., 20%)
Do. Colombia Natural Resources, 100% El Hatillo Mine, Cesar Province 1,800
Do. Pacific Coal Resources Ltd., 100% La Caypa Mine, La Guajira Department 1,300
Do. do. Cerro Largo Mine, Cesar Department 600
Do. Carbones San Fernando S.A., 100% San Fernando Mine, Antioquia Department 330
Do. Colombia Energy Resources, 100% Ruku Mine, Boyaca Department 80
Do. Mineral & Rocks Corp., 100% Boyacá Mine, Boyaca Department 50
Do. Continental Coal Ltd., 50% Colombia Mine, Guainia Department NA
Do. Andean Coal (BVI) Ltd., 51%, and Carbhid SAS, 49% Escalones Mine, Boyaca Department NA

Copper metric tons Atico Mining Corp., 90%, and Minera El Roble El Roble Mine, El Carmen, Choco 4,000
S.A., 10% Department

Gold kilograms Gran Colombia Gold Corp., 100% Segovia Operations, Antioquia Department, 2,800
220 kilometers northeast of Medellin, including
El Silencio Mine, Providencia Mine,
and Sandra K Mine; Carla Mine, 10 kilometers 
southeast of Segovia Operations

Do. do. do. Marmato Mine, Caladas Department, 10,600
80 kilometers south of Medellin

Do. do. Mineros S.A., 100% Antioquia Mine (Mina La Ye), Antioquia 4,200
Department, 50 kilometers northwest of 
Medellin

TABLE 2
COLOMBIA: STRUCTURE OF THE MINERAL INDUSTRY IN 2014

 (Thousand metric tons unless otherwise specified)

Commodity

See footnotes at end of table.
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Major operating companies Annual
and major equity owners Location of main facilities capacity

Gold—Continued kilograms Atico Mining Corp., 90%, and Minera El Roble El Roble Mine, El Carmen, Choco 300
S.A., 10% Department

Do. do. NA Rafael Mine, Antioquia Department NA
Do. do. Red Rock Resources Plc, 50% El Mango Mine, Antioquia Department NA
Do. do. Private interest Suarez Mine, Cauca Department NA
Do. do. Mineras Nacionales SA, 100% Zona Baja Mine, Caldas Department NA
Do. do. Cordillera Gold, Ltd., 100% Santa Paublina, Antioquia Department NA

Iron and steel, steel Diaco S.A. (Gerdau S.A.) Tuta and Duitama, Boyaca; Cali, NA
Valle del Cauca; Tocancipa,
Cundinamarca; Muna, near Bogota

Iron ore Acerías Paz del Río S.A. (Votorantim Industrial, El Uvo, Pirgua, and Ubalá Mines, 2,000
S.A., 82.42%) Boyaca Department

Do. Votorantim Industrial S.A., 82.42% Paz del Rio Mine, Boyaca Department 600,000
Natural gas million cubic meters Ecopetrol S.A. (Government, 100%) North coast, La Guajira Department 4,500

(national gasfields)
Nickel Cerro Matoso S.A. (South32 Ltd., 99.98%, and Cerro Matoso Mine and ferronickel plant, 50

mine workers, 0.02%) Montelibano, Cordoba Department
Do. do. Montelibano refinery, Cordoba Department 50

Petroleum thousand 42-gallon Ecopetrol S.A. (Government, 100%) 116 fields in various Departments 130,000
barrels

Petroleum products do. do. Barrancabermeja refinery, Norte de 79,200
Santander Department

Do. do. do. Cartagena refinery, Bolivar Department 28,800
Silver kilograms Gran Colombia Gold Corp., 90%, and Investcol Marmato Mine, Caladas Department, 40,400

Ltd., 10% 80 kilometers south of Medellin
Do., do. Ditto.  NA Not available.

TABLE 2—Continued
COLOMBIA: STRUCTURE OF THE MINERAL INDUSTRY IN 2014

(Thousand metric tons unless otherwise specified)

Commodity


