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TALC AND PYROPHYLLITE 
 

(Data in thousand metric tons unless otherwise noted) 
 
Domestic Production and Use: Domestic talc production in 2010 was estimated to be 530,000 tons valued at $15 
million. Three companies operated six talc-producing mines in three States in 2010. These three companies 
accounted for more than 99% of the U.S. talc production. Three other companies, two in California and one in 
Virginia, worked from stocks. Montana was the leading producer State, followed by Texas and Vermont. Sales of talc 
were estimated to be 562,000 tons valued at $66 million. Talc produced and sold in the United States was used for 
ceramics, 23%; paint and paper, 19% each; plastics, 9%; roofing, 7%; cosmetics, 4%; rubber, 3%; and other, 16%. 
About 170,000 tons of talc was imported with more than 75% of the imported talc being used for plastics, cosmetics, 
and paint applications, in decreasing order by tonnage. The total estimated use of talc in the United States, with 
imported talc included, was plastics, 24%; ceramics, 18%; paint, 16%; paper, 15%; cosmetics and roofing, 6% each; 
rubber, 3%; and other, 12%. One company in California and one company in North Carolina mined pyrophyllite. 
Production of pyrophyllite increased slightly from that of 2009. Consumption was, in decreasing order by tonnage, in 
refractory products, ceramics, and paint. 
 
Salient Statistics—United States:1 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010e 
Production, mine 895 769 706 511 530 
Sold by producers 900 720 667 512 562 
Imports for consumption 314 221 193 120 170 
Exports 253 271 244 188 240 
Shipments from Government stockpile 
 excesses — — (2) — — 
Consumption, apparent 956 719 655 443 460 
Price, average, processed, dollars per ton 90 114 125 111 117 
Employment, mine and mill 435 430 350 285 280 
Net import reliance3 as a percentage of 
 apparent consumption 6 E E E E 
 
Recycling: Insignificant. 
 
Import Sources (2006–09): China, 47%; Canada, 35%; Japan, 9%; France, 4%; and other, 5%. 
 
Tariff: Item Number Normal Trade Relations 
   12-31-10 
Not crushed, not powdered 2526.10.0000 Free. 
Crushed or powdered 2526.20.0000 Free. 
Cut or sawed 6815.99.2000 Free. 
 
Depletion Allowance: Block steatite talc: 22% (Domestic), 14% (Foreign). Other: 14% (Domestic and foreign). 
 
Government Stockpile: 

Stockpile Status—9-30-104 
(Metric tons) 

 
 Uncommitted Authorized Disposal plan Disposals 
Material inventory for disposal FY 2010 FY 2010 
Talc, block and lump 865 865 (5) — 
Talc, ground 621 621 (5) — 
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Events, Trends, and Issues: Although economic conditions were thought to be improving in the United States, 
markets for talc continued to be at a much lower level than prior to the recession. The automotive and general 
manufacturing sectors improved slightly in 2010 but housing still remained stagnant through much of 2010, affecting 
sales of talc for such product applications as adhesives, caulks, ceramics, joint compounds, paint, and roofing. Export 
markets improved in 2010 with the stabilization of economies elsewhere in the world. Continued concerns over job 
losses and tight credit in the United States dampened consumer spending and hampered any improvement in the 
construction and manufacturing sectors in 2010. The slow recovery in major industries that use pyrophyllite to 
produce ceramic, paint, and refractory products limited growth in pyrophyllite sales in 2010. 
 
U.S. production of talc increased by 3% to 4% and sales of talc increased by 9% to 10% from those of 2009. Exports 
increased 28% with China, Colombia, Indonesia, Malaysia, Mexico, and Singapore accounting for most of this 
increase, reflecting a greater growth in Asian and South American economies than elsewhere around the world. 
Mexico remained the leading destination for U.S. talc exports, accounting for 32% of the tonnage. Canada, the 
second leading export destination, accounted for 25% of the export tonnage, despite a slight decrease in exports in 
2010. U.S. imports increased by 42% from those of 2009. In 2010, Canada and China supplied approximately 90% of 
the talc imported into the United States. 
 
The leading global producer of talc announced that it would begin accepting offers for its talc division again. The 
company had reversed its decision to sell in 2009 because bids did not meet the company’s expectations. The 
company also announced it would close its talc operation in Spain because talc reserves had been exhausted. 
 
A talc operation near Madoc, Ontario, Canada, closed in 2010 after 130 years of operation. The Madoc site was an 
underground mine, and it could not compete with less costly surface-mining operations elsewhere. 
 
World Mine Production and Reserves: 
   Mine production Reserves6 
  2009 2010e 
United States1 511 530 140,000 
Brazil 401 410 227,000 
China 2,300 2,300 Large 
Finland 500 500 Large 
France 420 420 Large 
India 638 640 75,000 
Japan 365 360 100,000 
Korea, Republic of 907 910 14,000 
Other countries 1,390 1,380     Large 
 World total (rounded) 7,430 7,450 Large 
 
World Resources: The United States is self-sufficient in most grades of talc and related minerals. Domestic and 
world resources are estimated to be approximately five times the quantity of reserves. 
 
Substitutes: Substitutes for talc include bentonite, chlorite, kaolin, and pyrophyllite in ceramics; chlorite, kaolin, and 
mica in paint; calcium carbonate and kaolin in paper; bentonite, kaolin, mica, and wollastonite in plastics; and kaolin 
and mica in rubber. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
eEstimated. E Net exporter. — Zero. 
1Excludes pyrophyllite. 
2Less than ½ unit. 
3Defined as imports – exports + adjustments for Government and industry stock changes. 
4See Appendix B for definitions. 
5Sales of talc suspended until approval of the Defense Logistics Agency, DLA Strategic Materials’ (formerly Defense National Stockpile Center) 
2011 Annual Materials Plan. 
6See Appendix C for resource/reserve definitions and information concerning data sources. 
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