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Beginning in FY22 we will be transitioning from a bimonthly newsletter to a quarterly 

newsletter, with our newsletters now going out in October, January, April, and July.  

 

As always, if you’d like to submit a bio, story, picture, or a fun find, reach out to us 

at nationalmapcorps@usgs.gov! We’d love to hear from you.  

 

Mapping Challenges Updates  

With this last round of challenges, we launched something new that we haven’t tried before: a challenge focusing 

on a point’s edit history rather than its border color. As noted in our previous newsletter, there are many points on 

the map that haven’t been updated since we launched the current application over 5 years ago. To update these 

points, we’ll be launching several challenges targeting them.  

These “no-edit-history” challenges will pass through two phases. The first phase will focus on finding points with no 

edit history and reverifying/updating them. It’s during this first phase that you may see purple or yellow points revert 

back to green or blue as volunteers focus less on the point’s border color and more on the point’s edit history (or lack 

thereof). Once all the points have been reverified, then the challenge will enter its second phase which comes back 

to passing points through all the proper editing tiers (i.e., border colors) again. 

As always, we’ll post routine updates on our website letting 

volunteers know the status of each challenge along with 

which phase these no-edit-history challenges are currently 

in. We’ll also continue highlighting all the challenges launched 

and completed in each newsletter since the last publication.  

The table on the next page shows challenges 

completed since our last newsletter was 

released as well as new challenges launched. 

 

mailto:nationalmapcorps@usgs.gov
http://prd-wret.s3.us-west-2.amazonaws.com/assets/palladium/production/atoms/files/2021_07_Vol7_Iss4%20The%20National%20Map%20Corps%20Newsletter.pdf#page=4
https://www.usgs.gov/core-science-systems/ngp/tnm-corps/mapping-challenges?qt-science_support_page_related_con=3#qt-science_support_page_related_con
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WHAT  WHERE  WHEN  LENGTH (DAYS)  
# OF UNIQUE 

POINTS  
# OF VOLUNTEERS  

Cemeteries  TN  9/30/21 – present  
(See our original post from 9/30/21 for tips and tricks on this 

challenge)  

City / Town Halls  TX  9/16/21 – present  
(See our original post from 9/16/21 for tips and tricks on this 

challenge)  

City / Town Halls  IA & MN  7/28/21 – 9/16/21  50  592  5  

Schools with no 
edit history  

CO  7/28/21 – 9/30/21  64  2,524  15  

Law Enforcement  KS & OK  7/28/21 – present  
(See our original post from 7/28/21 for tips and tricks on this 

challenge)  

(July 2021 Newsletter)  

Fire Stations  TN  4/1/21 - 5/27/21  56  774  10  

City / Town Halls  MS  6/23/21 – 7/29/21  36  714  8  

Another City Halls Milestone 

Mapping Challenges Updates (Continued)  

All challenge updates are listed on our website under Resources > Mapping Challenges.  
 

TNMCorps volunteers have reached another milestone with city/town halls! We’re happy to announce that, as 

of this newsletter, all eligible states have had a designated city halls challenge! The only states that have not 

had a challenge are Hawaii and Puerto Rico. Hawaii has not had a challenge because there are no city halls 

in Hawaii, and Puerto Rico has not had a challenge because our volunteers are AWESOME and someone has 

already collected city halls for this territory.  

However, there are still a few more city halls 

challenges yet to come. Once our initial 

collection efforts wrap up, we plan to revisit 

some of the earlier states as part of a quality 

control measure to make sure all features have 

been collected. Challenges for these areas will 

be released as lightning challenges accompanied 

by information highlighting which communities 

still need to be collected. 

Continued on next page 

https://cms.usgs.gov/center-news/new-tnmcorps-mapping-challenge-cemeteries-western-tennessee
https://www.usgs.gov/center-news/new-tnmcorps-mapping-challenge-city-town-halls-texas
https://www.usgs.gov/center-news/tnmcorps-mapping-challenge-summary-results-city-town-halls-ia-mn
https://www.usgs.gov/center-news/tnmcorps-mapping-challenge-summary-results-schools-no-edit-history-colorado
https://www.usgs.gov/center-news/new-tnmcorps-mapping-challenge-law-enforcement-ks-ok
https://prd-wret.s3.us-west-2.amazonaws.com/assets/palladium/production/atoms/files/2021_07_Vol7_Iss4%20The%20National%20Map%20Corps%20Newsletter.pdf
https://www.usgs.gov/center-news/tnmcorps-mapping-challenge-summary-results-fire-stations-tn
https://www.usgs.gov/center-news/tnmcorps-mapping-challenge-summary-results-fire-stations-mississippi
https://www.usgs.gov/core-science-systems/ngp/tnm-corps
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Another City Halls Milestone (Continued) 

To get a glimpse of just how far we’ve come, compare the map showing city halls at launch to 

the image below; it’s quite impressive! As always, thank you for all that you do! 

 

https://prd-wret.s3.us-west-2.amazonaws.com/assets/palladium/production/atoms/files/2021_03_Vol7_Iss2%20The%20National%20Map%20Corps%20Newsletter.pdf#page=2
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Overview of Cemetery Addresses 

Continued on next page 

If they can be authoritatively verified, addresses are important attributes for volunteers to populate when updating 

points. However, they are technically optional, whereas a point’s name, symbol, and placement are required. When 

volunteers do populate address information, it must comply with the Name and Address Formatting Guide, which is a 

great reference for how to enter an entity’s complete address as well as how to handle anomalies such as 

abbreviations, special characters, etc.  

What is a “Complete Address”?  

USPS defines a “complete address” as 

one that has all the components to 

match USPS’s current address 

files. In other words, a complete 

address has a street number, street 

name, city, state, and zip (see Figure 1). 

Most of the feature types we collect 

have complete addresses listed on 

their authoritative source (e.g., school 

website, Facebook page, etc.). 

Figure 1: USPS's Definition of a Complete Address. Components of a Complete 

Address include a Recipient Line, a Delivery Address Line, and a Last Line 

(source: https://pe.usps.com/text/pub28/28c2_001.htm) 

What about features that don’t have a complete address like cemeteries?  

When researching cemeteries, it’s rare that you'll come across a complete address. Church cemeteries may have 

complete addresses if they are located on church grounds. However, those that aren’t affiliated with a church are 

less likely to have a complete address. In these cases, it’s acceptable to enter either the name of the nearest road 

or a set of crossroads. It’s also acceptable to leave the address fields blank. A general rule of thumb is that if the 

cemetery is near a road, it’s OK to just enter the name of that road. Or, if the cemetery is located at an 

intersection, you can enter a set of crossroads.  

Ham Cemetery is located 
near a local road, so it’s 

acceptable to just include a 
single road name. 

 

Don’t forget to spell out 
abbreviations!  

e.g., Rd. to Road, St. to Street, 
Ave. to Avenue, etc. 

https://navigator.er.usgs.gov/help/WebHelp/tnmcorps_attribute_formatting.pdf
https://pe.usps.com/text/pub28/28c2_001.htm
https://navigator.er.usgs.gov/help/WebHelp/authoritative_sources_list.pdf
https://pe.usps.com/text/pub28/28c2_001.htm
https://edits.nationalmap.gov/tnmcorps/?loc=36.4933,-81.6952,19
https://edits.nationalmap.gov/tnmcorps/?loc=36.4933,-81.6952,19
https://edits.nationalmap.gov/tnmcorps/?loc=36.4933,-81.6952,19
https://edits.nationalmap.gov/tnmcorps/?loc=36.4933,-81.6952,19
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Overview of Cemetery Addresses (Continued) 

Bethel Cemetery is located at an 
intersection, so it’s acceptable 

to include both road names 
separated by the word “and” in 

the Address 1 field. 

 

Sapp Cemetery (Oak Mills, 
KS) is located in the middle of a 
forest with no roads in sight. In 

this case, it’s acceptable to 
leave the Address 1 field blank 
since the cemetery is not near a 

road or intersection.  

 

Continued on next page 

https://edits.nationalmap.gov/tnmcorps/?loc=42.7094,-89.1808,19
https://edits.nationalmap.gov/tnmcorps/?loc=39.4431,-95.0235,19
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Overview of Cemetery Addresses (Continued) 
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2021 

July Cemetery Guidance Update  

May 3000 Historical Cemeteries in Rhode Island. Really???  

March The Hunt for Van Meter Cemetery 

January Cemeteries with Multiple Names: Which One to Use?  

January detour's Fun Find  

2020 

May (P)awesome Volunteer Update: Stella!  

2019 

September Cemetery Research and Guidance  

July Closer Look at the Layers List  

March Volunteer Collaboration: RISailor and Cgibson  

2018 

May  Volunteer Spotlight: Cgibson 

2017 

September Aerial Imagery Interpretation Part 1: Cemeteries  

2016 

February What do I do with stacked cemetery points?  

2014 

October Cemetery Blues  

With October here, it is only proper that we shift focus to our most commonly 

found unedited features: cemeteries! Cemeteries can be fascinating, but they can also be one of the more 

frustrating and difficult features to research and edit. They are unique compared to the other structures we 

collect because authoritative information may not come from just one source. It may require the use of 

multiple resources to properly identify the location and attribute information of a single cemetery.  

Cemetery Resources 

It can also be tricky sifting through our own cache of resources to find specific answers to your cemetery 

questions, so we've consolidated these resources into a list you can reference when researching these 

challenging features! This list features all of our cemetery-focused newsletter articles and Q&A posts to 

date that will guide you with nearly every aspect of cemetery research. This list, especially the Q&A, is 

always growing. So if you come across a question that you do not see an answer to, feel free to post that 

question in the discussion board or email us directly and we will be happy to point you in the right direction.  

Continued on next page 

Cemetery Newsletter Articles 
 
 

2021 
July Cemetery Guidance Update  

May 3000 Historical Cemeteries in Rhode Island. Really???  

March The Hunt for Van Meter Cemetery 

January Cemeteries with Multiple Names: Which One to Use?  

January detour's Fun Find  

2020 
May (P)awesome Volunteer Update: Stella!  

2019 
September Cemetery Research and Guidance  

July Closer Look at the Layers List  

March Volunteer Collaboration: RISailor and Cgibson  

2018 
May  Volunteer Spotlight: Cgibson 

2017 
September Aerial Imagery Interpretation Part 1: Cemeteries  

2016 
February What do I do with stacked cemetery points?  

2014 
October Cemetery Blues  

http://prd-wret.s3.us-west-2.amazonaws.com/assets/palladium/production/atoms/files/2021_07_Vol7_Iss4%20The%20National%20Map%20Corps%20Newsletter.pdf#page=8
http://prd-wret.s3.us-west-2.amazonaws.com/assets/palladium/production/atoms/files/2021_05_Vol7_Iss3%20The%20National%20Map%20Corps%20Newsletter.pdf#page=5
http://prd-wret.s3.us-west-2.amazonaws.com/assets/palladium/production/atoms/files/2021_03_Vol7_Iss2%20The%20National%20Map%20Corps%20Newsletter.pdf#page=5
http://prd-wret.s3.us-west-2.amazonaws.com/assets/palladium/production/atoms/files/2021_01_Vol7_Iss1%20The%20National%20Map%20Corps%20Newsletter.pdf#page=4
http://prd-wret.s3.us-west-2.amazonaws.com/assets/palladium/production/atoms/files/2021_01_Vol7_Iss1%20The%20National%20Map%20Corps%20Newsletter.pdf#page=5
https://prd-wret.s3.us-west-2.amazonaws.com/assets/palladium/production/atoms/files/2020_05_Vol6_Iss3%20The%20National%20Map%20Corps%20Newsletter.pdf#page=3
http://prd-wret.s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/assets/palladium/production/atoms/files/2019_09_Vol5_Iss4%20The%20National%20Map%20Corps%20Newsletter.pdf#page=4
https://prd-wret.s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/assets/palladium/production/atoms/files/2019_07_Vol5_Iss3%20The%20National%20Map%20Corps%20Newsletter.pdf#page=4
https://prd-wret.s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/assets/palladium/production/atoms/files/2019_03_Vol5_Iss1%20The%20National%20Map%20Corps%20Newsletter.pdf#page=4
https://prd-wret.s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/assets/palladium/production/atoms/files/2018.05_Vol4_Iss3_TNMC_Newsletter.pdf#page=6
https://prd-wret.s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/assets/palladium/production/atoms/files/2017.09_Vol3_Iss5_TNMC_Newsletter.pdf#page=5
https://prd-wret.s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/assets/palladium/production/atoms/files/2016.02_Vol2_Iss1_TNMC_Newsletter.pdf#page=3
https://prd-wret.s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/assets/palladium/production/atoms/files/2014.10_Vol1_Iss1_TNMC_Newsletter.pdf#page=2
https://www.usgs.gov/core-science-systems/ngp/tnm-corps/structure-definitions#Cemetery
https://navigator.er.usgs.gov/help/WebHelp/structure_def_table.pdf
https://navigator.er.usgs.gov/help/WebHelp/structure_def_table.pdf
https://navigator.er.usgs.gov/help/WebHelp/authoritative_sources_list.pdf
https://www.usgs.gov/core-science-systems/ngp/tnm-corps/newsletters
https://navigator.er.usgs.gov/QandA/questions/
https://navigator.er.usgs.gov/QandA/questions/
mailto:nationalmapcorps@usgs.gov
http://prd-wret.s3.us-west-2.amazonaws.com/assets/palladium/production/atoms/files/2021_07_Vol7_Iss4%20The%20National%20Map%20Corps%20Newsletter.pdf#page=8
http://prd-wret.s3.us-west-2.amazonaws.com/assets/palladium/production/atoms/files/2021_05_Vol7_Iss3%20The%20National%20Map%20Corps%20Newsletter.pdf#page=5
http://prd-wret.s3.us-west-2.amazonaws.com/assets/palladium/production/atoms/files/2021_03_Vol7_Iss2%20The%20National%20Map%20Corps%20Newsletter.pdf#page=5
http://prd-wret.s3.us-west-2.amazonaws.com/assets/palladium/production/atoms/files/2021_01_Vol7_Iss1%20The%20National%20Map%20Corps%20Newsletter.pdf#page=4
http://prd-wret.s3.us-west-2.amazonaws.com/assets/palladium/production/atoms/files/2021_01_Vol7_Iss1%20The%20National%20Map%20Corps%20Newsletter.pdf#page=5
https://prd-wret.s3.us-west-2.amazonaws.com/assets/palladium/production/atoms/files/2020_05_Vol6_Iss3%20The%20National%20Map%20Corps%20Newsletter.pdf#page=3
http://prd-wret.s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/assets/palladium/production/atoms/files/2019_09_Vol5_Iss4%20The%20National%20Map%20Corps%20Newsletter.pdf#page=4
https://prd-wret.s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/assets/palladium/production/atoms/files/2019_07_Vol5_Iss3%20The%20National%20Map%20Corps%20Newsletter.pdf#page=4
https://prd-wret.s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/assets/palladium/production/atoms/files/2019_03_Vol5_Iss1%20The%20National%20Map%20Corps%20Newsletter.pdf#page=4
https://prd-wret.s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/assets/palladium/production/atoms/files/2018.05_Vol4_Iss3_TNMC_Newsletter.pdf#page=6
https://prd-wret.s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/assets/palladium/production/atoms/files/2017.09_Vol3_Iss5_TNMC_Newsletter.pdf#page=5
https://prd-wret.s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/assets/palladium/production/atoms/files/2016.02_Vol2_Iss1_TNMC_Newsletter.pdf#page=3
https://prd-wret.s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/assets/palladium/production/atoms/files/2014.10_Vol1_Iss1_TNMC_Newsletter.pdf#page=2
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Addresses for remote cemeteries? How to resolve location dispute 

Cemeteries Crossing State Borders Identifying Cemeteries 

Cemeteries with multiple sites Is there a preferred format for church cemetery names? 

Cemeteries with no name Locale for Township, Range, Section re Cemetery 

Cemeteries: how to avoid misleading the customer? Location of Cemetery Icon 

Cemetery Address New name for cemetery 

Cemetery Locations Source One Cemetery, Two Names 

Cemetery Misclassified Pet Cemeteries 

Cemetery with extra point for a single gravesite Same Cemetery Depicted Twice 

Cemetery without a point feature Should a "destroyed" cemetery be deleted? 

Columbarium Stacked Cemetery Icons (points) 

County Road Address Format Underwater cemeteries? 

Deleting Cemeteries Use CDPs for cemetery city? 

Douglas County KS Cemetery Challenge Use GPS enabled device as source for location 

Historic cemetery moved What if there is no visual evidence of a cemetery? 

How should newly merged cemeteries be handled?  

Super Editor Bios 

Cemetery Resources (Continued) 

We always love hearing from and learning more about our volunteers, and this month we’re excited to 
share a few bios from some super editors who have far exceeded the 6000-edit contribution required for 
membership in our top recognition category, the Squadron of Biplane Spectators. Read on to learn more 
about these volunteers and their exceptional contributions!   
 
And if you’d like to be featured in an upcoming newsletter, be sure to send us a picture, bio, or fun find!  
 

Cemetery Q&A Posts 
 

2021 
July Cemetery Guidance Update  

May 3000 Historical Cemeteries in Rhode Island. Really???  

March The Hunt for Van Meter Cemetery 

January Cemeteries with Multiple Names: Which One to Use?  

January detour's Fun Find  

2020 
May (P)awesome Volunteer Update: Stella!  

2019 
September Cemetery Research and Guidance  

July Closer Look at the Layers List  

March Volunteer Collaboration: RISailor and Cgibson  

2018 
May  Volunteer Spotlight: Cgibson 

2017 
September Aerial Imagery Interpretation Part 1: Cemeteries  

2016 
February What do I do with stacked cemetery points?  

2014 
October Cemetery Blues  

 Newsletter Articles 
 

Continued on next page 

https://navigator.er.usgs.gov/QandA/questions/503/addresses-for-remote-cemeteries
https://navigator.er.usgs.gov/QandA/questions/331/how-to-resolve-location-dispute
https://navigator.er.usgs.gov/QandA/questions/537/cemeteries-crossing-state-borders
https://navigator.er.usgs.gov/QandA/questions/65/identifying-cemeteries
https://navigator.er.usgs.gov/QandA/questions/140/cemeteries-with-multiple-sites
https://navigator.er.usgs.gov/QandA/questions/581/is-there-a-preferred-format-for-church-cemetery-names
https://navigator.er.usgs.gov/QandA/questions/399/cemeteries-with-no-name
https://navigator.er.usgs.gov/QandA/questions/624/locale-for-township-range-section-re-cemetery
https://navigator.er.usgs.gov/QandA/questions/92/cemeteries-how-to-avoid-misleading-the-customer
https://navigator.er.usgs.gov/QandA/questions/539/location-of-cemetery-icon
https://navigator.er.usgs.gov/QandA/questions/3/cemetery-address
https://navigator.er.usgs.gov/QandA/questions/154/new-name-for-cemetery
https://navigator.er.usgs.gov/QandA/questions/505/cemetery-locations-source
https://navigator.er.usgs.gov/QandA/questions/60/one-cemetery-two-names
https://navigator.er.usgs.gov/QandA/questions/615/cemetery-misclassified
https://navigator.er.usgs.gov/QandA/questions/86/pet-cemeteries
https://navigator.er.usgs.gov/QandA/questions/495/cemetery-with-extra-point-for-a-single-gravesite
https://navigator.er.usgs.gov/QandA/questions/115/same-cemetery-depicted-twice
https://navigator.er.usgs.gov/QandA/questions/607/cemetery-without-a-point-feature
https://navigator.er.usgs.gov/QandA/questions/621/should-a-destroyed-cemetery-be-deleted
https://navigator.er.usgs.gov/QandA/questions/71/columbarium
https://navigator.er.usgs.gov/QandA/questions/105/stacked-cemetery-icons-points
https://navigator.er.usgs.gov/QandA/questions/451/county-road-address-format
https://navigator.er.usgs.gov/QandA/questions/270/underwater-cemeteries
https://navigator.er.usgs.gov/QandA/questions/202/deleting-cemeteries
https://navigator.er.usgs.gov/QandA/questions/91/use-cdps-for-cemetery-city
https://navigator.er.usgs.gov/QandA/questions/117/douglas-county-ks-cemetery-challenge
https://navigator.er.usgs.gov/QandA/questions/619/use-gps-enabled-device-as-source-for-location
https://navigator.er.usgs.gov/QandA/questions/272/historic-cemetery-moved
https://navigator.er.usgs.gov/QandA/questions/285/what-if-there-is-no-visual-evidence-of-a-cemetery
https://navigator.er.usgs.gov/QandA/questions/623/how-should-newly-merged-cemeteries-be-handled
https://navigator.er.usgs.gov/help/Rewards/Rewards_System/Category_Members/Reward_Categories/Squadron_of_Biplane_Spectators.htm
mailto:nationalmapcorps@usgs.gov
http://prd-wret.s3.us-west-2.amazonaws.com/assets/palladium/production/atoms/files/2021_07_Vol7_Iss4%20The%20National%20Map%20Corps%20Newsletter.pdf#page=8
http://prd-wret.s3.us-west-2.amazonaws.com/assets/palladium/production/atoms/files/2021_05_Vol7_Iss3%20The%20National%20Map%20Corps%20Newsletter.pdf#page=5
http://prd-wret.s3.us-west-2.amazonaws.com/assets/palladium/production/atoms/files/2021_03_Vol7_Iss2%20The%20National%20Map%20Corps%20Newsletter.pdf#page=5
http://prd-wret.s3.us-west-2.amazonaws.com/assets/palladium/production/atoms/files/2021_01_Vol7_Iss1%20The%20National%20Map%20Corps%20Newsletter.pdf#page=4
http://prd-wret.s3.us-west-2.amazonaws.com/assets/palladium/production/atoms/files/2021_01_Vol7_Iss1%20The%20National%20Map%20Corps%20Newsletter.pdf#page=5
https://prd-wret.s3.us-west-2.amazonaws.com/assets/palladium/production/atoms/files/2020_05_Vol6_Iss3%20The%20National%20Map%20Corps%20Newsletter.pdf#page=3
http://prd-wret.s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/assets/palladium/production/atoms/files/2019_09_Vol5_Iss4%20The%20National%20Map%20Corps%20Newsletter.pdf#page=4
https://prd-wret.s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/assets/palladium/production/atoms/files/2019_07_Vol5_Iss3%20The%20National%20Map%20Corps%20Newsletter.pdf#page=4
https://prd-wret.s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/assets/palladium/production/atoms/files/2019_03_Vol5_Iss1%20The%20National%20Map%20Corps%20Newsletter.pdf#page=4
https://prd-wret.s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/assets/palladium/production/atoms/files/2018.05_Vol4_Iss3_TNMC_Newsletter.pdf#page=6
https://prd-wret.s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/assets/palladium/production/atoms/files/2017.09_Vol3_Iss5_TNMC_Newsletter.pdf#page=5
https://prd-wret.s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/assets/palladium/production/atoms/files/2016.02_Vol2_Iss1_TNMC_Newsletter.pdf#page=3
https://prd-wret.s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/assets/palladium/production/atoms/files/2014.10_Vol1_Iss1_TNMC_Newsletter.pdf#page=2
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  “My participation has provided the opportunity to put to good use all 

of my interests, education and professional experiences into a 

purposeful and rewarding volunteer service. I have always been 

interested in maps and through my education, Geography – Utah 

State University; and 30+ year professional experience as a City 

Planner, I honed the research and drafting skills necessary to 

produce a map. So being a “Citizen Scientist” is a natural extension 

of my background. The rewarding part is being an Advanced Editor, 

earning the 2016 International Year of Mapping patch, and being 

recognized for participating in 45 and counting map challenges. I 

appreciate the accolades the TNMCorps team has said about my 

participation in the map challenges. On to the next map challenge!”  

geo163 
 

“My name is Gene and I have lived in Northern Vermont for the past 40 years. Was 

born in Philadelphia and grew up in the area around Valley Forge, PA. I have also 

lived in Dallas, Boston and Northern New Jersey. Fortunately, through business and 

personal travel I have been able to stay in 36 states.  

“After college and a short stint in the Air Force, I started working within the Computer Industry and stayed there 

for about 20 years in various positions. At which time I went back to college and received my Elementary Teacher 

Certification. I was only in education for a short time prior to being put on medical disability, where I remain 

today. The types of education vary widely as one travels from state to state.   

“The National Map Corps (TNMCorps) continues to be a marvelous tool for me to use. I have always liked to volunteer, 

and my disability has forced me to recognize a change of my abilities as applied to the ways I have previously 

volunteered. This program is such a wonderful place to learn and grow. My love for geography was initiated back in 

junior high school. So, I was pretty sure TNMCorps was going to be a fun way to explore and learn when I first got an 

email from a friend about this program. This opportunity allows me to work in the program when I want, sometimes 

many days in a row and at times leaving the program for an extended period, but always coming back to a place where 

you can find work to do and support when you need it.   

“TNMCorps also allows you to get lost in many of the rabbit holes that are available. That is to say there really is no 

limit to the types of rabbit holes one can find here. You are the mind behind each and every one of them. Personally, 

as previously mentioned I enjoy learning about learning. I have looked into many schools and school districts around 

the country to find a multitude of information, such as curriculum, staffing issues, structures, access to higher 

education at many levels, technical avenues to learning, and so much more. Travel to places you want to go - what 

does the town of Paradise, PA look like, how does one get into and around the beaches in Malibu, remembering what 

you saw on your last trip to a favorite vacation. Or how has your favorite town changed since your last visit? Observe 

the countless geographic features of a lake or river or your current town. I have found that rabbit holes at TNMCorps 

to be only limited by your imagination. Of course, along the way you should be making all those points change color!  

“All of this adds up to TNMCorps being a truly wonderful experience, a great way to grow as a citizen scientist and 

an ever-changing world to review and note. But all of this would not be possible without the constant support and 

education by the staff at TNMCorps. I encourage you to reach out to them when you have a question or a thought to 

share. They are always there to help.”  

Super Editor Bios (Continued) 

genovt 
 

Continued on next page 

https://prd-wret.s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/assets/palladium/production/atoms/files/2016.11_Vol2_Iss5_TNMC_Newsletter.pdf#page=10
https://prd-wret.s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/assets/palladium/production/atoms/files/2018.05_Vol4_Iss3_TNMC_Newsletter.pdf#page=11
http://prd-wret.s3.us-west-2.amazonaws.com/assets/palladium/production/atoms/files/2021_03_Vol7_Iss2%20The%20National%20Map%20Corps%20Newsletter.pdf#page=7
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Super Editors Bios (Continued) 

TNMCorps Puzzle: Scavenger Hunt 

□ Find 5 yellow points with no edit history and edit them.  

□ Find 5 green points with no edit history and edit them.  

□ Update and verify the few remaining red points in Alaska (if other volunteers don’t beat you to it!) Or 

if someone did beat you to it, peer review those points!  

□ Locate a new structure in your hometown that isn’t yet on the map, and create a new point to 

represent that structure.  

□ Locate a feature in your hometown that has closed but is still represented on the map, and delete the 

point representing the closed structure.  

□ Delete any preschool points you encounter.  

If you’re looking for a challenge to guide your editing, work through 

this scavenger hunt and expand your editing portfolio! 

“Hi! I’m Karen and I have always had an interest in maps. When I was 

younger, on trips I would plot how long it would take to get to our 

destination using the maps we had. When I was working towards my 

B.S. in Geology, I got to go out into the field and create geologic 

maps for class, and as a student assistant at the California Geological 

Survey I got to use GIS to help update preliminary geologic maps for 

California. When my youngest son Aiden was doing school from home 

due to COVID, The National Map Corps was a way for me to do 

something useful while he was doing school. We have a dual monitor 

set-up, so I am able to have The National Map Corps on one screen 

and Google on the other as I search for whatever the challenge is. I 

like to use Google Street View™ when I can to actually see what is, or 

was, there. Sometimes I find myself just looking around towns, and 

areas, that I’ll probably never get a chance to visit, or at really cool 

rock formations.”   

Ktomansager 
 

“Here is a picture of me and my family who willingly put up with me dragging them to see various rock formations at the Marin 

Headlands in California earlier this year. Thank you so much for having this project available for people to help out on!” 

Continued on next page 

http://prd-wret.s3.us-west-2.amazonaws.com/assets/palladium/production/atoms/files/2021_07_Vol7_Iss4%20The%20National%20Map%20Corps%20Newsletter.pdf#page=4
http://prd-wret.s3.us-west-2.amazonaws.com/assets/palladium/production/atoms/files/2021_07_Vol7_Iss4%20The%20National%20Map%20Corps%20Newsletter.pdf#page=4
https://prd-wret.s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/assets/palladium/production/atoms/files/2017.07_Vol3_Iss4_TNMC_Newsletter.pdf#page=5
https://navigator.er.usgs.gov/help/WebHelp/editing/how_to_edit_structure_features/how_to_add_a_new_feature/how_to_add_a_new_feature.htm
https://navigator.er.usgs.gov/help/WebHelp/editing/how_to_edit_structure_features/how_to_remove_a_feature/how_to_remove_a_feature.htm
https://navigator.er.usgs.gov/help/WebHelp/editing/how_to_edit_structure_features/how_to_remove_a_feature/how_to_remove_a_feature.htm
https://prd-wret.s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/assets/palladium/production/atoms/files/2017.05_Vol3_Iss3_TNMC_Newsletter.pdf#page=5
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□ If you haven’t already, dip your toes into some mapping challenges and find at least five city/town 

halls to create or edit in Texas, and at least five cemetery points to edit in Western Tennessee!  

□ Find a hard-to-research cemetery (such as the Van Meter Cemetery) and spend some time learning 

about its history, then verify its name and location.  

□ If you learn something cool while editing or send us your story!  

□ Find at least one point to edit, create, or delete in every single state, Puerto Rico, and the U.S. Virgin 

Islands.  

□ Take a page out of Snowleopardess’ book and make your own geography inspired art. If you do, be 

sure and share it with us for a chance to be featured in our next newsletter!  

 

TNMCorps Puzzle: Scavenger Hunt (Continued) 

https://www.usgs.gov/core-science-systems/ngp/tnm-corps
https://www.usgs.gov/core-science-systems/ngp/tnm-corps/structure-definitions#City%20/%20Town%20Hall
https://www.usgs.gov/core-science-systems/ngp/tnm-corps/structure-definitions#City%20/%20Town%20Hall
https://www.usgs.gov/center-news/mapping-challenge-update-092321-city-town-halls-texas
https://www.usgs.gov/core-science-systems/ngp/tnm-corps/structure-definitions#Cemetery
https://www.usgs.gov/center-news/mapping-challenge-update-101921-cemeteries-western-tennessee
http://prd-wret.s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/assets/palladium/production/atoms/files/2019_09_Vol5_Iss4%20The%20National%20Map%20Corps%20Newsletter.pdf#page=4
http://prd-wret.s3.us-west-2.amazonaws.com/assets/palladium/production/atoms/files/2021_03_Vol7_Iss2%20The%20National%20Map%20Corps%20Newsletter.pdf#page=5
mailto:nationalmapcorps@usgs.gov
http://prd-wret.s3.us-west-2.amazonaws.com/assets/palladium/production/atoms/files/2021_05_Vol7_Iss3%20The%20National%20Map%20Corps%20Newsletter.pdf#page=7
mailto:nationalmapcorps@usgs.gov
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 Society of the Steel Tape (50-99)     

CONTACT US AT: nationalmapcorps@usgs.gov for suggestions, questions, additions to the 

next newsletter, or if you would like to be removed from the email list. 

 

 Squadron of Biplane Spectators  

 (6000-6999) 

 

 

 

 Ring of Reconnaissance Rocketeers  

    (5000-5999) 

 

 

 

 Flock of Winged Witnesses  

 (4000-4999) 

 

 Family of Floating Photogrammetrists  

 (3000-3999) 

 

 

 Alidade Alliance  

    (1000-1999) 

• alexbw97 

 Circle of the Surveyor’s Compass 

    (200-499) 

• Jabo911 

• Creeky69r 

• JaneSt 

 Pedometer Posse (100-199)  
 

 Order of the Surveyor’s Chain (25-49) 

 

• 58sky2021 

• Chenenator 

• TlDavid810 

• reinartz_john 

• Tanner_Holloway 

• WillAnderson20 

• Peidong Lin 

• JaneSt 

• SouthNJ88 

• ShiSon 

• bkcantwell 

• Da'Brawn Woods 

 Stadia Board Society  

 (500-999) 

• alexbw97 

• bkcantwell 

 Theodolite Assemblage  

    (2000-2999) 

 

• JBotelho86 

• Samantha 

• massjag 

• AGunturu2021 

• veronicacs 

• lestraOde 

• HollyJ89 

• Da'Brawn Woods 

Have a story or 

photo you’d 

like to share? 
 
 

 
 
 

New Recognition Category Members 
 

We want them! This could be 

anything from a photo of you 

verifying a structure or an 

interesting story that you 

discovered while editing.  

Photos, graphics, and stories 

may be used in future news 

releases and social media 

posts. All materials submitted 

become part of the “public 

domain,” and can be used by 

USGS in the future unless 

otherwise specified. 

Please email them to 

nationalmapcorps@usgs.gov 

 

 
 
 

• themapdoctor 

• Teagan 

• ShiSon 

• bkcantwell 

• CherokeeWilly 

• G VO 

• Jiang Du 

• Sean H 

• Eduardo Escalona 

• G VO 

• 58sky2021 

• Chenenator 

• Lost 

• ShiSon 

• JaneSt 

• SouthNJ88 

• Chenenator 

• Jiang Du 

• Peidong Lin 

• Contour810 

• reinartz_john 

• Da'Brawn Woods 

• bkcantwell 

• Da'Brawn Woods 

• bkcantwell 

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?view=cm&fs=1&tf=1&to=nationalmapcorps@usgs.gov
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Public_domain
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Public_domain
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?view=cm&fs=1&tf=1&to=nationalmapcorps@usgs.gov

