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In cooperation with the Idaho Department 
of Water Resources, we installed a new 
streamgage, USGS 13304050, Big Timber Creek 
above Mouth at Leadore, ID. Data from the 
station will help resource managers monitor 
ongoing restoration efforts in the Lemhi River 
basin to support anadromous fish species.

Also in cooperation with the Idaho Department of 
Water Resources, we published a hydrogeologic 
framework of the Big Lost River basin. This is the first 
chapter of a multi-chapter report characterizing the 
basin’s water resources.

In cooperation with the Idaho Department of Environmental 
Quality and Idaho Power Company, we continue to refine our 
ability to use satellite imagery to monitor for algal blooms on 
Idaho water bodies. Principal investigator Tyler King is shown 
here collecting a sample from an algal bloom on Brownlee 
Reservoir. Our satellite imagery successfully indicated the 
locations of blooms on the reservoir this summer.

http://id.water.usgs.gov/
https://waterdata.usgs.gov/monitoring-location/13304050/#parameterCode=00065&period=P7D
https://doi.org/10.3133/sir20215078A
https://doi.org/10.3133/sir20215078A
https://www.usgs.gov/centers/id-water/science/satellite-monitoring-algal-blooms-idaho-water-bodies?qt-science_center_objects=0#qt-science_center_objects


New Data Release

Hydrologists Konrad Hafen and Scott Ducar published 
the data release Potentially Resolvable National 
Hydrography Dataset Waterbodies and Flowlines from 
Landsat Images in the United States (excluding Alaska). 
This data release presents two datasets including 
waterbodies (reservoirs, lakes, ponds, wetlands, etc.) 
and flowlines (stream reaches) from the high-resolution 
National Hydrography Dataset Plus (NHDPlus HR) that are potentially observable from Landsat 
satellite images. These datasets help identify where satellite imagery can be used to monitor 
water quality and occurrence.

Kootenai River Selenium Monitoring 

We just completed another round of sampling along 
with our partner agencies as part of ongoing selenium 
monitoring in the Kootenai River. In this photo, our 
Deputy Center Director, Chris Mebane, prepares floating 
algae samplers to deploy in the river downstream of 
Libby Dam, Montana. Algae will colonize glass slides 
on the samplers. We will then collect those algae 
and analyze them for selenium concentrations to help 
understand how selenium moves through the food web 
in the Kootenai River.
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https://doi.org/10.5066/P9W3EUF5
https://doi.org/10.5066/P9W3EUF5
https://doi.org/10.5066/P9W3EUF5
https://www.usgs.gov/centers/id-water/science/kootenai-river-water-quality-monitoring-related-transboundary-coal-mining?qt-science_center_objects=0#qt-science_center_objects
https://www.usgs.gov/centers/id-water/science/kootenai-river-water-quality-monitoring-related-transboundary-coal-mining?qt-science_center_objects=0#qt-science_center_objects
http://id.water.usgs.gov/
http://usgs.gov/idahowater
https://www.facebook.com/USGSIdaho
https://twitter.com/USGS_Idaho



