Traditional Cultural Knowleg'er: Science




What to think about

How Indigenous perspectives differ
from others

one of us can change history, but
we can use It to dictate how we
move forward
We cannot operate in silos,
facilitating communication and
conversation is key



What is Culture?

Culture is the
subbconscious
programming of the
minN

Culture Is not stagnant




Types of Culture

Historic Culture
Modern Culture
Pan Indian Culture
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What is Science?

Science is the pursuit and
application of knowledge and
understanding of the natural and
social world following o
systematic methodology based
on evidence.



Inxgenous ways of knowing

o Traditional culturally important knowledge

1 Acquired through thousands of years of hands on
experience interacting with natural resources and the
landscapes in which they are found

7 Examines tangible and intangible

~ Different tribes will have different ways of understanding
the world

Humankind has not woven the web of life.

We are but one thread within it.

Whatever we do to the web, we do to ourselves.
All things are bound together.

All things connect.

-Chief Seattle




Different outlooks = Different Approach's

Prediction: /f the air-conditioner is
turned on, then the classroom will
no longer be too warm

Hypothesis: The classroom is too warm because
no one turned on the air-conditioning

Question: Why is the classroom too warm?

Observation: The classroom is too warm

Beavers




Compatibility Issues
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ultural Resources where science can be found

Stories

Knowledg
elief Systems

Values

People
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Y Are inygenous peoples wary of “science”

Genocide/ Ethnocide
Historical Trauma

Alternative facts/ alternative History
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TREATY ROCK

ON JUNE 1 1871 FREDERICK POST MADE A DEAL WiTh
SELTICE - A PROMINENT COEUR d ALENE INDNAN LEAD
ER--TO OBTAIN MORE THAN 200 ACRES OF SPO

KANE RIVER LAND TO START A MILL NERE -




In the name of science

Archeology- “Grave Robbing”, NAGPRA
Anthropology — Measuring of Skulls
Medicine- Sterilization of Native

erican Women, Studies on Diabetes

Measuring human skulls in physical anthropology (SIA Acc. 12-492 -
United States National Museum. Division of Graphic Arts. Section of
Photography, Photographic Collection, 1933, Smithsonian Institution
Archives)




Tribes pro tecting themselves

Values
Indigenous Ways of Knowing | Respect for Tribal Sovereignty
Strengths Focus | Cultural and Scientific Rigor | Community Engagement
Ethical Practices | Knowledge Sharing

Building a
New Narrative

Tribal
Government

Evaluation practice that invelves the
community in determining priorities

Leaders
4
Dialogue with community to .
Policy Makers anchor evaluation within cultural & Collabora.tlve, Cultu r.ally
) e Responsive Evaluation —
Guidelines for selecting, adapting,
System Improvement developing, administering, & Universities
interpreting evaluation instruments

Locally Guided Questions,

Data, & Insight Storytelling to support staff &

community interpretation of
evaluation data

Meaningful Analyses
Bidirectional Learning Training in use, interpretation,
& storage of data

Clear guidelines & examples of
evaluation components important to
the community

]
Professional
Organizations

N
Community
Members

Cultural
Authorities &

Clear guidelines & examples of
required evaluation components tied

Spiritual Leaders to funding
\ Al/AN Evaluation Skills
6‘,’ Transparency in evaluation &
9, translation for community

et blishing clear g

Developi
& I:ulldlng Tribal |nf|a5tru|:ture for evaluahon

Historical Context

Tribal Evaluation Workgroup. “A Roadmap for Collaborative and Effective Evaluation in Tribal
Communities.” Children’s Bureau, Administration for Children and Families, U.S. Department of

Health and Human Services. September 2013.
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Introduction:

Research 1s the pursuit of knowledge. and 1s a sacred undertaking. Thus, 1t
1s the Coeur d’Alene Tribe’s expectation that research conducted within our
homeland 1s done so with respect for all members of our community, including
people, plants, animals, water and land; that 1t 1s done with reciprocity,
understanding its benefits to both the researcher and our community; that the
researcher does so through relationship in our community that embraces and
upholds the five pillars; and that the researcher carries the responsibility of
ensuring that his or her research 1s conducted in an ethical way that benefits the
Coeur d’Alene people.

For researchers conducting research on the Coeur d’Alene Reservation, it
1s essential to understand the beliefs and vision of the Coeur d”Alene Tribal
Community. Since time immemorial, the Coeur d’Alene Tribe has been guided
by its core values, articulated today in the Tribe’s Five Pillars:

N/

1. How will this project benefit the Coeur d’Alene Tribe and its members?

Tribes protecti n

themselves

t’u’lschint: (Membership:) Capable, decent, moral, ‘a good person’, a
good citizen in your family, tribal, local and world community. A
responsible, accountable and informed citizen in all spheres of
relationship. t'u'lschint can be translated as, 'capable, decent, moral, a
good person.’

Snmiypngwiln ( Scholarship): Life-long, holistic learning with ideas
rooted in tribal values, self-determination, self-government and
sovereignty that produces deep knowledge to understand the world and
meaningful application within the community.

‘ats’ ghnt’ wesh (Stewardship): To care for all things with integrity,
responsibility, accountability and social awareness in all spheres of life,
human, animals, natural resources, and the cosmos, looking at each
other from the heart.

hngwa’ ygn; hnshat’ gn (Guardianship): To protect our tribal ways of
knowing and being through the protection, care and responsibility for
our people, natural resources, culture, history, traditions, language and
spirituality.

chsnpa’silgwesn (Spirituality): Faith from which the Creator reveals the
connection between all life. It unites the space between the past, present,
and future through the peoples, environment, and land; and is rooted
within the ceremonies from which the Tribe celebrates those
connections.



What can be done?

1 Figure out the proper flow of communication and
protocol

7 Build relationships

1 Look through a different lens before framing
uestions

Do your homework!
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Questions?




