
Traditional Cultural Knowledge= Science



What to think about
�How indigenous perspectives differ 

from others

�None of us can change history, but 

we can use it to dictate how we 

move forward

�We cannot operate in silos, 

facilitating communication and 

conversation is key



What is Culture?
�Culture is the 

subconscious 

programming of the 

mind

�Culture is not stagnant



Types of Culture
�Historic Culture

� Modern Culture

�Pan Indian Culture



What is Science?
� Science is the pursuit and 

application of knowledge and 

understanding of the natural and 

social world following a 

systematic methodology based 

on evidence.



Indigenous ways of knowing
� Traditional culturally important knowledge

� Acquired through thousands of years of hands on 

experience interacting with natural resources and the 

landscapes in which they are found 

� Examines tangible and intangible 

� Different tribes will have different ways of understanding 

the world
Humankind has not woven the web of life.

We are but one thread within it.

Whatever we do to the web, we do to ourselves.

All things are bound together.

All things connect.

-Chief Seattle 



Different outlooks = Different Approach's

Whales

Humans

Salmon

Beavers



Compatibility Issues



Example: Eltumish & Hnmulsench



Example: Sloq’wa’yalqw



Example: Texturing on canoes



Cultural Resources where science can be found 

�Stories

�Knowledge 

� Belief Systems

�Values

�People



STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, 
Mathmatics)



Why are indigenous peoples wary of “science”
�Genocide/ Ethnocide

�Historical Trauma

�Alternative facts/ alternative History



In the name of science
�Archeology- “Grave Robbing”, NAGPRA 

�Anthropology – Measuring of Skulls

�Medicine- Sterilization of Native 

American Women, Studies on Diabetes

Measuring human skulls in physical anthropology (SIA Acc. 12-492 -

United States National Museum. Division of Graphic Arts. Section of 

Photography, Photographic Collection, 1933, Smithsonian Institution 

Archives)



Tribes protecting themselves 

Tribal Evaluation Workgroup. “A Roadmap for Collaborative and Effective Evaluation in Tribal

Communities.” Children’s Bureau, Administration for Children and Families, U.S. Department of

Health and Human Services. September 2013. 



Tribes protecting themselves 



What can be done?
� Figure out the proper flow of communication and 

protocol  

� Build relationships 

� Look through a different lens before framing 

questions

� Do your homework! 
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Questions? 


