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1. INTRODUCTION 

The principal investigator applied for a US Geological Survey external grant in February, 2006
in order to further our geologic understanding of the Yerington, Nevada, porphyry copper district.
A basic understanding of the geology of this district has been developed over a period of more than
40 years through geologic work there by the principal investigator and others. USGS MRERP 
Grant 06HQGR0171 was approved for an amount of $40,000, about 58 percent of the original
proposed budget, for the period August 4, 2006 to June 30, 2007. These funds have allowed a high
proportion of the specific goals outlined in the original proposal to be achieved. The original
proposal was for the period September 30, 2006 to September 29, 2007, in order to allow for prior
commitments of the principal investigator (related to the Alaska field season). The June 30, 2007
end date for the grant, combined with a delay in receipt of funds until the end of December, 2006,
restricted much of the work to the January - June, 2007 period. As a result, some aspects of the
work, such as plotting and interpretation of some of the new field mapping, final chemical analyses
on some of the rock samples, and some of the petrography are still in progress (at the expense of
the principal investigator). Work still in progress, as well as that reported below, are also in
preparation for submittal for publicaition. 

The Yerington district contains four known porphyry copper deposits, all related to porphyries
in the upper part of the Jurassic age Yerington batholith. Much of what is know about porphyry
copper deposits from work in other districts is based on rocks and ores exposed within and
adjacent to the deposits, with limited information about underlying rocks, or about rocks that
originally were above the deposits. Therefore many ideas about deeper-seated phenomena that
result in formation of these deposits, or about relationships of deposits to volcanism and near-
surface hydrothermal activity, must be based largely on inference and speculation. In the Yerington
district late Cenozoic extensional faulting and tilting (Proffett, 1977) has exposed rocks in several
fault blocks that were originally cross sections through the Jurassic Yerington batholith and
surrounding rocks. Cross sectional exposures of the composite batholith that hosts and underlies
the Cu deposits and related porphyries, including part of the batholith floor, are now exposed, as are
a complex of volcanic rocks that were deposited on the surface above. Together with mapped age
relationships (Proffett and Dilles 1984), and radiometric age determinations (Dilles and Wright,
1988 and the present study), these exposures provide a unique four dimensional picture of an
upper-crustal magmatic system and related porphyry copper mineralization. The total amount of 
crust exposed extends from the Jurassic surface to as much as 8 to 10 km below. Much is 
understood about the district from past work, but much of this work has not been published. The 
work supported by the grant was directed toward preparing some of the work already done for
publication and toward acquisition of additional data needed for an improved understanding of
petrologic processes involved in genesis of the porphyry copper deposits and associated geologic
systems. A summary of results follows in section 2, which is then followed by sections describing
some of the results in more detail. 
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2. SUMMARY
 

The Yerington batholith (Proffett and Dilles, 1984) is a composite batholith more than 15 km in
diameter when the effects of late Cenozoic basin and range extension are removed. The oldest 
rocks of the batholith are small bodies of hornblende gabbro 300 m or less in size. These were 
followed by a large mass of biotite-hornblende quartz monzodiorite which comprises most of the
outer and pre-tilt upper part of the batholith, and within which internal contacts indicate it was
emplaced as several plutons. Hornblende quartz monzonite was intruded into the quartz
monzodiorite, and its distribution suggests that it was also emplaced as several plutons. The 
youngest major pluton is of biotite-hornblende porphyritic granite with large K-feldspar
phenocrysts in a medium-grained, equigranular groundmass, and is centered within the batholith.
No internal contacts have been found within this pluton, suggesting that it formed as a single
magma chamber. Near the top of the porphyritic granite pluton, and above it, are numerous dikes
and small stocks of granite porphyry that are similar in mineral and chemical composition to the
porphyritic granite, but in which part of the quartz and K-feldspar occurs as a fine grained matrix
instead of the coarse-grained interstitial quartz and K-feldspar of the porphyritic granite. These 
appear to have been derived from the porphyritic granite magma chamber, and the porphyry copper
deposits of the district are associated with them. Above (pre-tilt) most of the batholith are a section
of volcanic rocks (Proffett and Dilles, 1991, 2007), including a lower part with compositions and
age constrains similar to the quartz monzodiorite of the batholith (Artesia Lake Volcanics) and an
upper part which include units with compositions, phenocrysts and age constrains similar to the
granite porphyry (Fulstone Spring Volcanics). Following are descriptions of new results within
this framework from work supported by grant 06HQGR0171. Locations are shown on Figure 2.1. 

Yerington batholith emplacement processes: Mapping near the floor of the Yerington batholith
at Luhr Hill (see map and more detail in section 3 of this report) has identified what appear to be
multiple feeders for the quartz monzodiorite, supporting the interpretation that this phase of the
batholith was emplaced as multiple plutons. Quartz monzodiorite near the southern contact of the
batholith in the central Singatse Range (see section 4) locally contains xenoliths of other phases of
quartz monzodiorite that are similar, but distinct. 

Additional observations in the Luhr Hill porphyritic granite, as in previous work, has not
revealed internal contacts within this pluton, and has shown that this unit is very uniform in
character in all known exposures, including the Singatse Range southeast of Mickey Pass (Fig.
4.1), small exposures just east of the Yerington Mine and Luhr Hill (Fig. 3.1). This supports the
interpretation that this pluton once existed as a single continuous magma chamber. 

Role of mafic magma: Observations in exposures of the batholith floor in the eastern part of
Luhr Hill (Section 3), and on the distribution and character of mafic xenoliths throughout the
batholith, indicate little or no evidence for the injection of mafic magma into the magma chamber
represented by the porphyritic granite pluton. There appears to be little evidence that mafic magma
had a significant role in development of porphyry copper mineralization associated with granite
porphyries above the pluton, or of eruption of volcanic rocks related to the pluton. 

Wall rocks and floor rocks: Mapping, field checking and petrographic work on the rocks that
form the floor and deep walls of the Yerington batholith (Sections 3 and 4) shows that the 
uppermost part of the Triassic to Lower Jurassic section has been partly domed up above the
batholith and that most of the section has been depressed downward by the batholith. A volume of 
Triassic to Lower Jurassic stratified rocks equal to roughly 15 to 30 percent of the volume of the
batholith is missing where the batholith is now located. Lack of evidence for “stoped” blocks in
the batholith indicates that this volume was apparently assimilated by the batholith. Work is in 
progress to update paleogeologic sections based on previous and new observations in order to 
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improve constraints on the volume and composition of assimilated rocks and on petrographic work
and analysis of geochemical data to evaluate effects of assimilation on the rocks of the batholith. 

Compilation of Buckskin Range mapping: Field mapping that had been done in the Buckskin
Range (Proffett and Dilles, unpublished) had been compiled and part of it had been digitized before
work supported by the grant was begun, and the remainder of the available mapping, comprising the
southern Buckskin Range, has now been digitized (section 5, Fig. 5.1). Available funds permitted
only limited new mapping to be completed in the Buckskin Range, so a few unmapped area still
remain on the Buckskin maps. (Note that original, pre-IUGS, rock nomenclature was used on the
Buckskin Maps, Figs. 5.1 and 6.1, so that quartz monzonite porphyry, Jqmp, on the Buckskin maps
is equivalent to IUGS granite porphyry, and granodiorite, Jgd, on the Buckskin maps is equivalent
to IUGS quartz monzodiorite. All units will be changed to IUGS nomenclature before submittal
for publication). 

Jurassic volcanic rocks: The Jurassic Artesia Lake Volcanics, well exposed in the Buckskin
Range west of Yerington, appear to be volcanic equivalents of some phases of the quartz
monzodiorite of the Yerington batholith, and some units of the overlying porphyritic volcanic rocks
of the Jurassic Fulstone Spring Volcanics may be volcanic equivalents of some of the granite
porphyries of the Yerington batholith. However, there has long been doubts about the important
relationship between granite porphyry and Fulstone volcanic units because of what has appeared to
be conflicting evidence (see section 6). Therefore as part of this study a sample was taken of one of
the units within the Fulstone Spring Volcanics, zircons were separated at Oregon State University
(under direction of John Dilles), and U-Pb ages were measured on the USGS-Stanford SHRIMP-
RG under the direction of Joe Wooden, director of the facility (see section 6). The results indicate 
an age of 167.8 ±1.2 Ma, within analytical uncertainty of a previous U-Pb zircon age of 168.5 ±0.4
Ma for granite porphyry in the Yerington batholith (Dilles and Wright, 1988), and are consistent
with the interpretation that some of the lower units of the Jurassic Fulstone Spring Volcanics are
indeed volcanic equivalents of some of the granite porphyries of the Yerington batholith (see section
6 for further details). 

Field checking in Wassuk Range: The eastern part of the Yerington batholith complex is
exposed in the northern Wassuk Range east of Yerington. Field checking of existing mapping
there indicated that it would be important to remap certain restricted areas in more detail in order to
clarify the identity of certain rock units and important structural relationships. Plotting and analysis
of the results are in progress, but preliminary results are briefly summarized in section 7. 

Interpretation of mapping and construction of paleogeologic maps and sections: A series of 
maps and sections which show the geology as it was before late Cenozoic extensional faulting and
tilting was constructed during previous work (Proffett, 1991 and earlier, unpublished ). The new 
results require revisions to these maps and sections, which is in progress, along with construction of
additional maps and sections. 

3. EASTERN LUHR HILL 

As was first noticed by Hunter Ware (1972, unpublished report for The Anaconda Company),
in the eastern part of Luhr Hill the bottom of the west-tilted Yerington batholith is exposed, and
floor rocks of the batholith are exposed to the east. This section of the batholith floor extends for 
about 2 km in a north-south direction. A few days were spent mapping in detail in this area in 2000
and 2007 (Fig. 3.1). 
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Pre-Batholith Rocks 

Older rocks exposed east of (pre-tilt below) the floor of the batholith include meta-andesite,
metarhyolite and white, mafic-poor granite. The meta-andesite and metarhyolite are very similar to
lithologies found in the Middle or earliest Late Triassic McConnell Canyon Volcanics (Proffett and
Dilles, 2007, in press), which comprise the oldest rocks exposed in the Yerington district. Included 
with these are small exposures of a distinctive quartz porphyry, similar to quartz porphyry which
intrudes the McConnell Canyon Volcanic section (Proffett and Dilles, 2007, in press) from which a
U-Pb zircon age of about 232 Ma has been reported (Dilles and Wright, 1988). The lithologic
similarity and the presence of the quartz porphyry indicate that the floor rocks of the batholith in the
eastern part of Luhr Hill are very likely correlative with the McConnell Canyon Volcanics. These 
metavolcanics in the eastern part of Luhr Hill are overprinted by a strong deformational foliation. 

The white granite that comprises parts of the floor rocks of the Yerington batholith intrudes the
meta-andesite and metarhyolite and is intruded by quartz monzodiorite of the Yerington batholith.
It is therefore apparently of Late Triassic or Early to Middle Jurassic age. Chemical analyses done
in 2000 (Table 3.1, Y00-1, Y00-7) indicate trace element signatures, such as low Sr/Y, that are very
different from those of the Yerington batholith, but which are similar to those of the Triassic
metavolcanics (Table 3.1, Y00-5, Y00-6) and other Triassic rocks of the district (see for example
Dilles, 1984, Table 5). This granite contains a small amount of biotite as the main mafic mineral
and is rich in quartz. In most exposures it is overprinted by a deformational foliation. 

Gabbro 

Some small bodies of gabbro (Jgb), two of which are large enough to show on the map, are
exposed within the floor rocks of the batholith. The southernmost exposure and smaller exposures
nearby clearly intrude the Triassic rocks and the associated white granite described above, and
where they do, they are not overprinted by the deformational foliation that overprints these older
rocks. A small isolated exposure of hornblende gabbro 760 m to the north contains what appears
to be metamorphic biotite that partly replaces the hornblende, and does not resemble the layered
gabbro found in the Yerington batholith in the Singatse Range to the west (Proffett and Dilles,
1984). A chemical analysis of gabbro from this exposure done in 2000 (Table 3.1, Y00-8)
indicates lower Sr than a Singatse Range gabbro of comparable silica content (unpublished
analyses by The Anaconda Co., 1971). It is questionable as to whether these gabbros might be
related to the Triassic Wassuk Diorite (Dilles, 1984; Dilles and Wright, 1988), the Jurassic
Yerington batholith or neither. 

Yerington Batholith 

Quartz monzodiorite: Quartz monzodiorite (“Jqmd”, but shortened to “Jqm” on Fig. 3.1, and 
shown using pre-IUGS rock definitions as “Jgd” by Proffett and Dilles, 1984) is the most 
widespread phase of the Jurassic Yerington batholith, and except for small bodies of gabbro, is the
oldest phase. A U-Pb zircon age of about 169 Ma has been reported for this unit (Dilles and
Wright, 1988). New mapping shows at least three east-west dike-like bodies of quartz
monzodiorite that intrude Triassic rocks east of (pre-tilt below) the large body of porphyritic granite
(Fig. 3.1). These are about 35 to 140 m wide and can be traced for up to about 390 m along strike.
They would have been steep dikes before tilting, and were likely feeders for the much larger bodies
of quartz monzodiorite in the main quartz monzodiorite part of the batholith above. Previous 
mapping in the Singatse Range indicates that the quartz monzodiorite consists of several individual
intrusions of slightly different lithology (Proffett and Dilles, 1984). Different dikes in the floor 
rocks may represent feeders for different intrusions. Some small flat (pre-tilt) dike or sill-like
bodies of quartz monzodiorite also occur (Fig. 3.1). Available exposures and aeromagnetic data (E. 
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O. MacAlister, unpublished map, The Anaconda Co., 1966) show that expansion of the quartz
monzodiorite bodies from dikes to plutons took place only about 300 m west of (pre-tilt above) the
floor of the porphyritic granite pluton on the south side of Luhr Hill, and about 1 km west of this
floor on the north side of Luhr Hill (Fig. 3.1). 

In a large part of at least one of the dike-like Jqmd bodies below (east of) the Jpg pluton (near
UTM 4313678N, 318051E, NAD27-CONUS) the hornblende is altered to fine shreddy biotite.
There is no evidence that this secondary biotite is related to porphyry-type potassic alteration, and it
is probably metamorphic. 

In some areas, such as the small hill at UTM 4316365N,315850E, small dikes of undeformed
quartz monzodiorite cut strongly foliated older rocks. In other areas quartz monzodiorite is
overprinted by a strong deformational foliation, and in some areas this foliation is cut by
undeformed quartz monzonite (Fig. 3.2) and in others the foliation overprints both quartz
monzodiorite and quartz monzonite. Foliation is generally east west in the east-west dike-like
bodies and north-south in the north-south trending sill-like bodies. 

Quartz monzonite: Quartz monzonite (“Jqm”, but shortened to “Jq” on Fig. 3.1, also shown 
as “Jqm” by Proffett and Dilles, 1984) is the second major phase of the Yerington batholith. Only
a few small bodies, including narrow dikes, occur in the eastern part of Luhr Hill. These are within 
larger quartz monzodiorite bodies, and most are too small to show on the map (Fig. 3.2). As 
mentioned above, some, such as shown in (Fig. 3.2), cut foliation in deformed quartz monzodiorite,
and others are foliated along with quartz monzodiorite. Some such as the one in (Fig. 3.2), are
oriented nearly north-south and dip steeply, so in pre-tilt orientation were thin, flat-lying dikes,
whereas others are oriented east-west, so were steep dikes. 

There are small bodies of Triassic metarhyolite and meta-andesite, a meter to a few meters in
size, within areas of quartz monzonite and quartz monzodiorite. These are larger than the typical
xenoliths found in these rocks, and appear to be relicts of wall rock that were caught between
numerous dikes and other small bodies of the quartz monzodiorite and quartz monzonite. They
appear to be more abundant in the western parts of the exposures than in the easternmost parts, and
suggest that feeder zones widen westward (pre-tilt upward) toward the main plutons of quartz
monzodiorite and quartz monzonite by increase in the number of small dikes and sills. In contrast,
there are no such bodies of wall rock within the porphyritic granite pluton described below,
indicating that it existed as one large magma chamber. 

Porphyritic granite: Porphyritic granite (“Jpg”, but shortened to “Jp” on Fig. 3.1, and shown 
using pre-IUGS rock definitions as “Jpqm” by Proffett and Dilles, 1984) is the youngest major
pluton of the Yerington batholith. The floor of the porphyritic granite pluton is exposed for a
distance of 2 km in a N 10 W (350 degrees) trend, and throughout this distance it is straight except
for a few small-scale irregularities (Fig. 3.1). Where the contact with older rocks is exposed in the
southeast part of Luhr Hill, it dips 62 degrees east-northeast. Reconstruction of geology as it was
before late Cenozoic extensional tilting and faulting indicates that this floor was about 5.5 to 6 km
below the early Cenozoic surface or 8.5 - 9 km below the Jurassic surface at the time of
emplacement of the Jurassic Yerington batholith (Proffett, unpublished sections, 1991). Middle 
Cenozoic ignimbrites exposed in the region east and west of Luhr Hill now strike north-northwest
to north-northeast, and dip steeply west in the Singatse Range west of Luhr Hill and steeply west to
steeply east (overturned) east of Luhr Hill. The floor of the porphyritic granite pluton therefore had
a nearly flat to possibly gentle west dip before Cenozoic tilting and faulting. 

During the present work porphyritic granite was examined along the tilted pluton floor and for a
distance of 300 m west of (pre-tilt above) the floor. It was found to be very uniform in composition 
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and texture in this area, and identical to porphyritic granite in other exposures of the Yerington
district, which are just east of the Yerington Mine and southeast of Mickey Pass in the Singatse
Range (Proffett and Dilles, 1984). The abundance and grain size of mafic minerals (1-3 percent 1-
3 mm biotite and 3-5 percent 1-3 mm hornblende) and K-feldspar phenocrysts (7-12 percent 0.5-
1.5 cm) are consistent. The main variations observed, as in previous mapping, are variations in the
texture of interstitial quartz and feldspar. It is uniform chemically also; for example compare
sample Y00-17A from the pre-tilt top of the pluton just east of the Yerington Mine with sample
Y07-38 near the pluton floor in the southeast part of Luhr Hill (Table 3.2). 

The remapping shows that a separate 150 x 150 m body of porphyritic granite located about 90
m east of (pre-tilt below) the floor of the main porphyritic granite pluton (Fig. 3.1, 4314600N,
317850E) is separated from the main pluton by older quartz monzodiorite as well as by younger
quartz monzodiorite porphyry. The eastern limit of this body is not exposed, but it may represent
part of a feeder for the main pluton. The K-feldspar phenocrysts are slightly larger (0.7-2 cm) than
those in the main pluton, and they become larger and less abundant to the east, where they locally
resemble those of the more felsic phase of the quartz monzodiorite porphyry described below. 

Xenoliths in porphyritic granite were also examined. They are consistently present but small
(mostly 0.5 - 3 cm) and uniformly extremely sparse, even adjacent to the base of the pluton,
constituting much less than ~0.1 percent of the rock (probably less than ~0.01 percent). The vast 
majority are very fine-grained gabbro or diorite, consisting of sub-equal amounts of mafic and
felsic minerals (Fig. 3.3). They are angular to subangular, have very sharp boundaries with the Jpg
host, and no evidence could be seen for deformation, partial digestion or partial melting of these
xenoliths. Near the base of the pluton there are also very rare xenoliths of medium-grained gabbro
and of metarhyolite like that exposed in below the pluton floor. One xenolith was observed about 
10 meters above the floor of the Jpg pluton which is about 3 x 10 cm in size, appears to be flattened
in a N5°E, 35°-40° NE plane and consists of medium grained granodiorite. It consists of 0.5-1 mm 
plagioclase, hornblende, biotite, sphene, magnetite and rare 1 cm K-feldspar, and it has very diffuse
boundaries and appears to be partly digested by the Jpg host. It somewhat resembles some of the 
less-mafic phases of the “Jqmdp” flat-lying dikes along the floor of the Jpg pluton nearby, except
that it appears to contain more sphene. No other xenoliths like this have been found in the pluton. 

No evidence was found that mafic magma was emplaced into the floor of the Jpg magma
chamber, such as has been well documented in certain other felsic plutons (Wiebe, 1996). The 
mafic xenoliths could represent the frozen, fragmented and dispersed remains of such an injection,
but the uniform distribution of these and their extremely low abundance indicates that if any
injection took place, it was early in the history of the magma chamber, and was insignificant in
amount. A rough estimate of the volume of these xenoliths and the size and volume of the pluton
indicates that the xenoliths would be equivalent to a mafic layer 0.3 m thick spread over the floor of
the pluton. If such injection happened at all, it is unlikely to have had any role in porphyry copper
genesis. 

Granite porphyry: Granite porphyry dikes and small stocks are that latest significant intrusive
phase of the Yerington batholith. These are petrographically similar to the porphyritic granite,
having phenocrysts of K-feldspar, plagioclase, hornblende, biotite and quartz similar to the euhedral
phases of the porphyritic granite, and differing mainly in having a groundmass of fine-grained
quartz and feldspar between these phenocrysts whereas the porphyritic granite has coarse-grained
interstitial quartz and alkali feldspar between the euhedral phases. Granite porphyry dikes and
stocks occur in the upper part of the porphyritic granite pluton and in the roof rocks above, and
none were found in the floor zone mapped in the eastern part of Luhr Hill. One WNW trending
dike previously mapped as granite porphyry in the area (Proffett and Dilles, 1984, “Jqmp” on that
map; UTM 4313910N, 317740E) was reexamined and found to be quartz monzodiorite (discussed 
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below). Some dikes mapped as granite porphyry on the southwest part of Luhr Hill (Proffett and
Dilles, 1984) have not yet been reexamined. 

Quartz monzodiorite porphyry 

Quartz monzodiorite porphyry (“Jqmdp”, but shown by Proffett and Dilles, 1984, using pre-
IUGS rock definitions as “Jgdp”; for shortened abbreviations for the different phases on Fig. 3.1
see below) dikes with sparse, large K-feldspar phenocrysts are widespread but not abundant in the
Yerington district. They cut all rock units of the Yerington batholith but are apparently cut by the
slightly younger Shamrock batholith. They occupy major Jurassic east-west faults that occur north
and south of the Yerington batholith, and a U-Pb zircon age of about 165 Ma has been reported
form a dike of quartz monzodiorite porphyry in the Buckskin Range. Some steep north-south
dikes of quartz monzodiorite porphyry occur in the rocks east of the floor of the Yerington
batholith (pre-tilt below) in eastern Luhr Hill (Proffett and Dilles, 1984), and some time was spent
remapping these rocks. 

The steep, north-south dikes would have been nearly flat-lying dikes before late Cenozoic
tilting, and some were emplaced along the floor of the porphyritic granite pluton, while others, as
shown by the new mapping, were emplaced some distance below the floor. 

The contact between the floor of the Jpg pluton and the Jqmdp below was observed in only one
place, a rough dirt road at UTM 4314396N, 317722E (Fig. 3.4). Here the contact is subtle, as the
adjacent Jqmdp (most felsic phase described below) is similar in composition to the Jpg, but the
contact can be seen to dip steeply west. There are no features truncated at the contact. The Jqmdp
contains fewer, but larger K-feldspar phenocrysts than the Jpg, and slightly more mafics. The 
Jqmdp appears to be slightly finer-grained and contain slightly more mafic minerals than usual in a
zone a few mm to cms wide adjacent to the contact, possibly a contact effect indicating that the
Jqmdp is younger than the Jpg. There also appears to be a small dikelet of Jqmdp cutting the Jpg. 

There are at least three phases of Jqmdp, which increase in mafic content downward from the
floor of the Jpg pluton. All three phases are exposed near a shallow gully near UTM 4314730N,
317710E. Here the westernmost, most felsic phase of the Jqmdp (“jpf” on Fig. 3.1) is about 60 
meters thick. Its western contact with Jpg is not exposed. This phase contains 2 to 5 percent 0.5 -
4 cm rectangular, purple to white K-feldspar phenocrysts which contain abundant mineral
inclusions (compared to 5-10 percent 0.5-1.5 cm K-feldspar phenocrysts in Jpg, with only rare
mineral inclusions) and 15 to 20 percent 1-7 mm mafic phenocrysts (compared to 7 to 10 percent
mafic phenocrysts in Jpg). Jqmdp also contains less visible sphene than Jpg. This phase of Jqmdp
has few xenoliths, although it contains more than does the Jpg. Those that are present are a little
more mafic and finer grained than the host, and in a few places there are a few diffuse layers and
lenses of more mafic material that may indicate mixing of magma or assimilation of xenoliths.
Very rare patches of Jpg occur in this felsic phase of the Jqmdp south of here; these appear to be
xenoliths rather than apophyses because the Jqmpd has what appears to be a fine-grained, mafic-
rich “chilled” margin where it contacts the Jpg patches (Fig. 3.5). In some cases Jpg appears to be 
partly digested by Jqmdp. 

Below (east of) the felsic phase is a phase of intermediate mafic content about 60-70 meters
thick (“Jpi” on Fig. 3.1). The contact between this phase and the felsic phase to the west is diffuse
over several mm to several cm, and in some places the two rocks appear to be interlayered in 5 to 20
cm layers (Figs. 3.6). A dike of Jqmdp similar in composition to this intermediate phase intrudes
and cuts across a large part of the porphyritic granite body. The intermediate phase contains 0.5 to
3 percent 0.5 - 4 cm subhedral K-feldspar phenocrysts and 20 to 25 percent mafic minerals, but
otherwise is similar to the felsic phase to the west. It also contains more abundant mafic to 
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intermediate composition xenoliths (overall 1-3 percent xenoliths, but variable), which are finer-
grained than the host and which contain a few feldspar phenocrysts (Fig. 3.7). Many of these are
subrounded but others are flattened or elongated, and appear to have been deformed, probably
because of partial melting. Xenoliths of wall rock, such as Triassic meta-andesite and metarhyolite,
a few cm to more than a meter in size, are also common throughout the intermediate phase of
Jqmdp. 

The most-mafic phase (“Jpm” on Fig. 3.1), to the east of the others, contains abundant
plagioclase phenocrysts, commonly up to 0.5 -1 cm in size, as well as hornblende, biotite and
magnetite phenocrysts. Most of it contains no large K-feldspar phenocrysts, though a very few (<
0.5 percent) large K-feldspar phenocrysts occur near its contact with the intermediate phase of
Jqmdp. These resemble the large ones in the other two phases of Jqmdp rather than those in the
porphyritic granite, and their occurrence only near the contact with the intermediate phase of Jqmdp
and their sometimes broken appearance suggests that they are xenocrysts rather than a primary
crystallized phase of the mafic Jqmdp. 

The mafic phase of Jqmdp contains more abundant xenoliths than the other phases. Most of 
these consist of fine-grained mafic rock with sparse plagioclase and mafic phenocrysts, and many
of them appear to be deformed and partly melted or assimilated (Fig. 3.8). Xenoliths of wall rock,
such as Triassic meta-andesite and metarhyolite, are also common. In the eastern (pre-tilt lower)
exposures of the mafic phase of Jqmdp much of the rock is strongly foliated, and contains
deformed and flattened xenoliths of fine grained mafic rock and of the quartz monzonite phase of
the Yerington batholith (Fig. 3.9). 

The Jqmdp comprises a complex of irregular flat-lying dikes, which was emplaced along and 
below the basal contact of the Jpg, and which consists of at least three phases that increase in mafic
content downward, toward the floor rocks, and which increase in the content of large K-feldspar
phenocrysts upward, toward the Jpg. Perhaps this complex formed through injections of more
mafic magma into a flat-lying body of more-felsic, K-feldspar-bearing Jqmdp magma, but this
apparently happened after crystallization of the Jpg, as the Jpg rocks do not appear to have been
affected by these magma injections. However, the presence of what appear to be xenoliths of the
Jpg, some of which appear to be partly digested, and the increase in abundance of K-feldspar
phenocrysts and more felsic composition in the phases of Jqmdp nearest the Jpg, suggest that K-
feldspar and possibly other phenocrysts in the Jqmdp may have formed by assimilation of Jpg.
This may have happened through incorporation of Jpg xenoliths in the Jqmdp, most of which may
have been assimilated due to their likely lower melting temperature than the more-mafic Jqmdp
magma. However, the dike of intermediate-composition Jqmdp (Fig. 3.1) cutting across a large
expanse of Jpg indicates that the Jpg was well solidified by the time of emplacement of the
intermediate composition Jqmdp. 

Samples for polished thin sections have been collected of the phases of the Jqmdp and nearby
Jpg, to look for evidence of relicts from assimilation of both Jpg in Jqmdp and of more mafic
xenoliths in Jqmdp. Minerals such as zircon will especially need to be examined for this. The 
larger size of, and more abundant mafic inclusions in, Jqmdp K-feldspar phenocrysts than Jpg K-
feldspar phenocrysts, might argue against the idea that those in Jqmdp originated by assimilation of
Jpg. However, many of the large K-feldspar phenocrysts in Jqmdp have a 0.5-1.5 cm core that is
clean of mafic mineral inclusions, surrounded by zones with more abundant such inclusions.
Possibly the K-feldspar phenocrysts grew after being assimilated, and while growing, incorporated
mafic inclusions from the more-mafic Jqmdp magma. In thin section this might be evident as
“unconformities” in the growth patterns of the K-feldspar phenocrysts. 
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Aplite and Pegmatite 

Small dikes and irregular bodies of aplite and pegmatite cutting the lower part of the porphyritic
granite are common. Where they are common elsewhere in the Yerington district, such as in and
near the upper part of the porphyritic granite pluton, they are thought to be related to late-stage
magmatic activity of the porphyritic granite. However, in eastern Luhr Hill these aplites and
pegmatites also commonly cut the quartz monzodiorite porphyry bodies (Fig. 3.10), and so here are
distinctly younger than the porphyritic granite. They may be the result of late stage magmatic
activity related to the quartz monzonite porphyry. 

Later Intrusions 

Many of the bodies shown on the Proffett and Dilles (1984) map in the east part of Luhr Hill as
“Ja” have been found to contain bright, fresh hornblende needles (such as at UTM 4314515N,
317955E, and 4314715N, 317615E). At UTM 4314730N, 317850E there is a dike of this andesite
that dips gently east, steep in pre-tilt orientation. Hornblende needles such as these have not been 
previously found in Jurassic andesite dikes, but are common in Miocene andesites, and it is likely
that these intrusions are Miocene rather than Jurassic. 

Structure 

The oldest structures are a well developed metamorphic foliation in the Triassic metarhyolite,
meta-andesite and granite, designated on Figure 3.1 as “metamorphic foliation”. This is not 
always possible to distinguish from the other foliations, but in some areas it is truncated by gabbro
or intrusive rocks of the Yerington batholith which are themselves unaffected by the foliation. It is 
commonly subparallel to contacts between meta-andesite and metarhyolite, which in many areas
strike north-south and dip steeply, but in a few areas it strikes approximately east-west. This 
foliation is most commonly defined by biotite orientation, but in some cases also by other minerals. 

Although various intrusive rocks truncate the metamorphic foliation in Triassic rocks, some of
these intrusive rocks are themselves overprinted by a foliation. This foliation is usually defined by
secondary biotite that appears to be of metamorphic origin. It appears to be the result of
deformation of the intrusions, but the nature of this deformation is not well understood. It is called 
“deformational foliation” on Figure 3.1 to distinguish it from the other foliations. Quartz
monzodiorite of the Yerington batholith is commonly foliated and the foliation is oriented more or
less north-south in north-south bodies and east-west in east-west bodies. Foliation in quartz
monzodiorite is sometimes truncated by non-foliated quartz monzonite (Fig. 3.2) and in other 
exposures quartz monzodiorite and quartz monzonite are both foliated. Deformational foliation in 
quartz monzodiorite and quartz monzonite are usually truncated at intrusive contacts with quartz
monzodiorite porphyries, which themselves are rarely overprinted by deformational foliation.
Porphyritic granite also is almost never foliated, but at 4314300N, 317670E there is a small area
that appears to be a body of porphyry overprinted by foliation. 

Igneous layering and foliation that appears to have formed when the rock was still partly molten
is common in quartz monzodiorite porphyry, and is shown as “igneous foliation” on Figure 3.1. 
It commonly strikes north-south, and dips moderately to steeply west, at an angle to deformational
and metamorphic foliations, which commonly dip very steeply west to east. 

East-west trending dike-like bodies of quartz monzodiorite of the Yerington batholith cut across
north-south contacts between Triassic rocks and the associated metamorphic foliation (such as near
4314425N, 317915E, Figure 3.1) without reorienting or otherwise deforming the older
metamorphic foliation. This seems to be more consistent with the interpretation that these bodies 
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were feeder dikes through which magma was emplaced into the plutons above, rather than the
interpretation that the plutons above were emplaced as diapirs, and that the east-west bodies of
quartz monzodiorite represent “tails” of the diapirs. 

4. CENTRAL SINGATSE RANGE

Previous mapping in the central part of the Singatse Range, including the southern part of the
Yerington batholith, the Triassic-Jurassic section to the south, and the Shamrock batholith south of
those, has been compiled, checked and digitized to help in evaluating emplacement and
crystallization processes in the batholith and to help in construction of a north-northwest
paleogeologic cross section through this part of the batholith (Fig. 4.1). A recent traverse through
the quartz monzodiorite near the southern contact confirms previous observations that there are
multiple phases with slightly different, though distinct characteristics. Near UTM 4314928N,
305580E the main phase of quartz monzodiorite contains rounded 20-50 cm xenoliths of slightly
coarser-grained quartz monzodiorite and of a slightly finer-grained, sub-porphyritic quartz
monzodiorite (Fig. 4.2). The finer-grained sub-porphyritic xenoliths have a few small veinlets of
amphibole, feldspar, quartz and epidote that are truncated at the contact with the host phase, and
somewhat resemble the Artesia Lake Volcanics. These xenoliths may represent parts of early
quartz monzodiorite phases that were feeders for some of the earlier units of the Artesia Lake
Volcanics. 

Though xenoliths and internal contacts are found locally in quartz monzodiorite of the
Yerington batholith, most parts of any given phase are quite uniform in character, with little
heterogeneity on an outcrop scale or on the scale of an area of several outcrops. Most quartz
monzodiorite contains few xenoliths (usually less than 0.5 percent) and those that are present are
generally small (less than 2 cm) and of a mafic lithology with a high proportion of mafic minerals
(mostly hornblende and minor magnetite and biotite). Most xenoliths have sharp boundaries, and
only a few appear to have been partly digested. In addition to xenoliths, there are commonly small
clots of mafic minerals, some of which are biotite-rich and some of which consist of clusters of
hornblende, sphene, magnetite and plagioclase. These could possibly be relicts of partly digested
xenoliths, or possibly relicts left from assimilation of wall rock, and they are undergoing continued
study. 

A weak foliation and lineation, defined by orientation of hornblende, is common in quartz
monzodiorite near the southern contact of the batholith, and at the locality described above,
overprints the main phase of the quartz monzodiorite as well as both types of quartz monzodiorite
xenoliths (though the shapes of the xenoliths are not deformed). This relationship indicates that
this foliation could not be of primary igneous origin, and must have formed by later deformation.
This foliation is approximately parallel to bedding and foliation in Triassic rocks near the batholith
to the south (Fig. 4.1). 

Petrographic examination shows that quartz monzodiorite in more easterly exposures (pre-tilt
deeper) show no evidence of the growth and oscillatory zoning in plagioclase that is typical of rocks
of this type, but are simply gradually zoned from somewhat more calcic compositions in interiors to
somewhat more sodic compositions in outer parts. However, what appear to be relict growth zones
defined by small inclusions, but no longer by composition, occur in some grains. In more westerly
exposures (pre-tilt shallower) a few plagioclase grains preserve relicts of growth zones, including
some that appear to be oscillatory, but these are not sharply defined. In some cases they appear to
be partly replaced by unzoned plagioclase and in others the zones seem to simply fade into unzoned 
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plagioclase (Fig. 4.3). These features suggest that plagioclase has lost its zoning, and may be
evidence that the quartz monzodiorite experienced elevated temperatures for a significant period of
time after it was emplaced. This, along with the foliation described above, is evidence that the quartz
monzodiorite underwent at least mild metamorphism and minor deformation since it was emplaced. 

A traverse was also made through the cupola of porphyritic granite southeast of Mickey Pass.
Existing mapping was confirmed or modified slightly. The porphyritic granite was found to be
very similar in all respects to that in other areas, the main variation found, as in previous work, being
the change in grain size of the interstitial anhedral quartz and K-feldspar between the more euhedral
plagioclase, mafic minerals and large K-feldspar phenocrysts. The anhedral interstitial quartz and
feldspar becomes finer-grained approaching the roof of the pluton. 

Granite porphyries show somewhat more variation in texture than the porphyritic granite. A 
significant finding in samples of granite porphyry taken for petrographic work is that some of the
zircon grains have what appear to be older cores surrounded by overgrowth zones (Fig. 4.4). The 
examples in Figure 4.4 are from a sample near the site sampled for a U-Pb zircon age reported by
Dilles and Wright (1988), and because the age measurements were on whole zircon grains, the
reported age could be older than the emplacement age of the porphyry. This observation is 
consistent with new work by John Dilles (personal communication) suggesting more than one age
population in the Yerington district samples. 

5. SOUTHERN BUCKSKIN RANGE MAPPING

Rocks of the Buckskin Range, like those in the rest of the Yerington district, have been tilted
steeply westward and displaced by east-dipping normal faults as a result of late Cenozoic basin and
range extension. The uppermost parts of the Jurassic Yerington batholith, and volcanic rocks of age
similar to the batholith (Proffett and Dilles, 2007) are exposed there. Figure 5.1A shows the results 
of detailed mapping of the southern part of the range, and Figure 5.1B is an explanation of the map
units (see Figure 6.1 for the northern part of the range). 

6. AGE OF FULSTONE VOLCANIC UNIT IN BUCKSKIN RANGE

The Jurassic Artesia Lake Volcanics appear to be volcanic equivalents of some phases of the
quartz monzodiorite of the Yerington batholith, and are well exposed in the Buckskin Range west of
Yerington. These are overlain by the Jurassic Fulstone Spring volcanics, a sequence of porphyritic
volcanic rocks (Figs. 6.1, 6.4). Some units of the Fulstone Spring Volcanics, especially in the
lower part of the section, contain phenocryst similar in identity, abundance and size to the those in
many of the Jurassic granite porphyries, and they also have similar age constraints. However Dilles 
and Wright (1988) measured a U-Pb age of 166.5 Ma on zircons from Fulstone Volcanics in the
upper part of the section (sample BK45; see Fig. 6.1A for location, Fig. 6.4 for stratigraphy), a little
older than a 168.5 Ma age they measured on zircons from a granite porphyry from the Yerington
batholith, but analytically similar to an age they obtained for the Shamrock batholith to the south.
This lead these authors to a preliminary interpretation that the Fulstone Spring Volcanics may be
cogenetic with the Shamrock batholith rather than the granite porphyries of the Yerington batholith.
Problems with this interpretation are that in the Pine Nut Range to the west, the Shamrock batholith
cuts cleanly across the entire exposed Fulstone Spring volcanic section there at a high angle, and
causes contact metamorphism in the adjacent Fulstone Spring volcanic rocks. Also the Fulstone 
Spring Volcanics are cut by dikes of Jurassic quartz monzodiorite porphyry, which elsewhere in the
district appears to be cut by the Shamrock batholith. The Shamrock batholith also differs 
somewhat in certain geochemical characteristics, for example in having relatively low Sr/Y, whereas 
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the Fulstone Spring Volcanics, like all of the units of the Yerington batholith, have high Sr/Y (Table 
3.2, sample Y07-60). 

Detailed mapping shows that a dike of Jurassic granite porphyry (Jqmp on Fig. 6.1) that cuts
Artesia Volcanics in the Buckskin Range can be followed westward (pre-tilt upward) to a flow of
volcanic porphyry (Jfq) in the lower part of the Fulstone section that is similar in phenocryst
content to the granite porphyry dike (Fig. 6.1A, just SE of center). A sample, Y07-60 (UTM -
NAD27: 4325771N, 296825E, see Fig. 6.1 for location), of the Fulstone porphyritic flow (unit Jfq
on Fig. 6.1; unit “2” of Fulstone Spring Volcanics on Fig. 6.4) was taken for U-Pb zircon age
determination, and the age was measured using the USGS-Stanford SHRIMP-RG under the
direction of Joe Wooden, director of the facility, as part of this study. Details are given below. 

Analytical Procedures 

Zircon grains were separated from the rock sample by John Dilles and Rob Lee at Oregon State
University. The rock samples were broken with a hammer, crushed, and ground in a steel disk
grinder, then the heavy minerals were separated using a Wilfley shaking table, heavy liquids and a
Frantz magnetic separator. Final separation of zircons was accomplished by hand picking under a
binocular microscope. Special care was taken to clean the grinding machines (via compressed air),
Wilfley table (via washing the epoxy table top and hoppers thoroughly), and the Frantz (via brush
and compressed air). 

The zircon grains were mounted in epoxy on a disc-shaped mount, 25.4 mm diameter and 6 mm
thick, by Rob Lee and B. J. Walker under the direction of Frank Mazdab and Joe Wooden at the
USGS-Stanford SHRIMP-RG facility, then polished, photographed in reflected light, coated with a
thin layer of gold to provide an electrically conductive surface, and photographed in
cathodoluminescence (CL) on a scanning electron microscope (SEM). CL reveals patterns of
growth zoning, recrystallization, dissolution, alteration and re-growth within the grains (Fig. 6.2). 

The zircons on the disk-shaped mount were mounted in the SHRIMP-RG sample holder, left
overnight in the instrument’s vacuum, and then set up for analysis, and the instrument was adjusted
for operation, all by Joe Wooden. Spots about 30 microns in diameter on the polished surface of
the zircon grains were selected for analysis, based on zoning revealed in the CL images, by John
Proffett, John Dilles and B. J. Walker (Fig. 6.2). Analysis of each 30 micron diameter spot took
15-25 minutes; counting of the secondary ions begins after the spot has been bombarded for a few
minutes to clean the sample surface. Elements and isotopes analyzed include 204Pb, 206Pb, 207Pb,
208Pb, 238U, U, Th, La, Ce, Nd, Sm, Eu, Gd, Dy, Er, Yb, Zr and Hf. Ions of each specific mass are
counted sequentially by a sensitive ion counting detector for several seconds (typically, in these
analyses 10 sec for 238U, 12 to 15 sec for 206Pb, and shorter count times for other masses). The 
SHRIMP RG was set to make five or six scans for each spot analyzed and the results of these
scans are averaged by the machine’s software. The analyzed spot is typically only 1-2 microns
deep, which minimizes errors that might result from growth zones that dip at a low angle to the
polished surface of the sample. “Standard” zircon grains of known composition and age were
also placed on the disk-shaped mount with the samples, and spots on these were analyzed with the
same procedure, and were interspersed every fifth spot analyzed with analyses of the samples. The 
standards used were zircon from a 419 Ma quartz diorite from Vermont for U-Pb ages and a 560
Ma placer gem zircon from Madagascar for concentrations of rare earth elements and other trace
elements. 

All data was inspected by Joe Wooden and subject to various tests, and problematic analyses
were rejected. Rejected analyses include those that are obviously inherited (such as xenocrysts 
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retained in the magma from melting of older rocks) and those that have suffered Pb loss. Analyzed
spots, after corrections are made based on analysis of the standards, that appear to form coherent
groups were used to calculate the age, and in the case of sample Y07-60, the coherent group
included 7 of 15 spots analyzed (Table 6.1; Fig. 6.3). 204Pb was very low in most analyses, and the
most useful ages were those calculated from 206Pb/238U, corrected for common lead (non-
radiogenic lead) using measured 207Pb/206Pb ratio and the assumption of concordance. 

Results 

The results indicate an age of 167.8 ±1.2 Ma, based on seven of the fifteen analyzed spots (Fig.
6.3). At least two zircon spots have slightly younger ages, apparently due to Pb loss, and there are
six slightly older zircons that appear to represent a distinct population that were apparently
inherited. These results, together with new data on the Yerington batholith granite porphyry that
indicates that it may contain some older inherited zircon grains and cores (Dilles, 2007, personal
communication and this study), indicates that ages of zircons from the Fulstone Jfq unit and from
the granite porphyry of the Yerington batholith overlap in age within analytical uncertainty, and
along with evidence described above, supports the interpretation that these rocks are cogenetic. 

NORTHERN WASSUK RANGE 

The eastern part of the Yerington batholith is exposed in the northern Wassuk Range east of
Yerington, where it intrudes metavolcanic and metasedimentary rocks. While the ages of most of
these rocks are now well constrained (Proffett and Dilles, 2007, in press) remapping of small areas
3 km north of Black Mountain and just northwest of the Northern Lights Mine was undertaken in
order to clarify age relationships there. It is important to understand whether rocks in this section
are from deep in the Triassic section, or are from the uppermost Triassic to Early or Middle
Jurassic part of the section, for reconstruction of the pre-tilt, pre-extensional geometry. If only the
lower part of the Triassic section is exposed in these areas, this would indicate gentle, but
consistently westward tilt of the batholith before the late Cenozoic tilting related to extensional
faulting. If latest Triassic or Jurassic rocks also occur, that would indicate that the east part of the
Yerington batholith was tilted gently east, indicating a broad doming across the batholith before the
late Cenozoic tilting and faulting. 

North of Black Mountain

 Three km north of Black Mountain quartz monzodiorite of the Jurassic Yerington batholith
intrudes a sequence which contains a thin limestone with volcanic rocks both to the west (pre-tilt
above) and to the east (pre-tilt below). The limestone resembles the Early to Middle Jurassic
Ludwig Limestone (Proffett and Dilles, 1988), but sufficient information is not available to confirm
its age, and it could be one of the Triassic limestone units. A sample that contains badly broken
fossil fragments was collected and a small amount dissolved in dilute acetic acid. No conodonts 
have yet been found in the residue, but more work is needed on this sample. 

New mapping (plotting and interpretation in progress) confirms previous observations that the
volcanic rocks west of the limestone are quite different than those east of the limestone. Those east 
of the limestone are very similar to Triassic volcanic rocks elsewhere, such as the McConnell
Canyon Volcanics (Proffett and Dilles, 2007, in press). They are rhyolitic to andesitic and have
very sparse to moderately sparse amounts of plagioclase phenocrysts, and in some cases quartz
phenocrysts, and appear to be strongly metamorphosed, with abundant metamorphic biotite. They
are variable in character and include tuffs, tuffaceous sedimentary rocks and breccias. Volcanic 
rocks west of the limestone are more uniform in character, and include mostly massive rocks and 
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breccia. They contain very abundant small plagioclase phenocrysts and abundant biotite and
epidote of metamorphic origin. Some of the massive rocks are intrusive, and where rocks similar to
these occur east of the limestone, they are intrusive also. The volcanic rocks west of the limestone 
somewhat resemble fine-grained phases of the quartz monzodiorite of the Yerington batholith, but a
chemical analysis indicates different trace element abundances (for example, low Sr/Y, compared to
high Sr/Y in quartz monzodiorite of the Yerington batholith). 

A sample of the volcanic rocks west of the limestone was sent to Oregon State University for
mineral separation, but it was possible to separate only six small zircon grains. These were 
analyzed for U-Pb age determination on the USGS-Stanford SHRIMP-RG under the direction of
Joe Wooden. Of the six spots analyzed, two gave Triassic ages, three gave mid-Jurassic ages and
one gave a late Cretaceous age. The late Cretaceous age is clearly from a contaminant grain, and the
other ages may be also, a serious problem with samples that have little zircon. The results are 
therefore not usable at this time. Further work is in progress to attempt to identify rocks more
suitable for age determination. 

Northern Lights Mine 

The Jurassic Ludwig Limestone and underlying Jurassic-Triassic Gardnerville Formation are
exposed at the Northern Lights Mine (Proffett and Dilles, 2007, in press), and volcanic rocks occur
west of the Ludwig Limestone (pre-tilt above). The section that contains the Ludwig Limestone and
Gardnerville Formation is in major fault contact to the north with volcanic rocks that resemble some
of those in the Triassic or possibly earliest Jurassic section elsewhere. An important problem to be
clarified is whether or not the volcanic rocks west of the Ludwig Limestone are part of the same
sequence of Triassic to possibly earliest Jurassic of rocks found north of the major fault, or are part
of a separate, possibly Jurassic age section. If they are part of the same sequence, that may be
evidence that the entire block north of the major fault, which would probably include the east part of
the Yerington batholith in its north part, has been faulted upward (in pre-tilt orientation) relative to
the Early to Middle Jurassic section at the Northern Lights Mine. This would favor the 
interpretation that the Yerington batholith in the Wassuk Range is exposed at a relatively deep level.
If the volcanic rocks west of the Ludwig Limestone are part of a younger sequence, that may be
evidence that the Yerington batholith is exposed at a relatively shallow level in the Wassuk Range. 

New mapping (plotting and interpretation in progress) indicates lithologies in the volcanic rocks
west of the Ludwig Limestone that appear to be different from those usually seen in the Triassic
section, and that more closely resemble Jurassic rocks. This section of volcanic rocks appears to
overlie and truncate the major fault to the east that places the Ludwig Limestone and Gardnerville
Formation of the Northern Lights Mine against Triassic volcanic rocks to the north. No evidence 
was found for a major fault contact between Ludwig Limestone and the volcanic rocks west of it.
On the west side of these volcanic rocks (pre-tilt above them) a breccia of uncertain origin was
found, unlike any unit found previously in the Triassic or Jurassic section. While further work is 
needed, preliminary results suggest that the volcanic rocks west of the Ludwig Limestone could be a
section separate from the Triassic to earliest Jurassic section, and could be a Middle Jurassic, or
possible even younger unit. 
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GEOLOGIC MAP OF 
LUHR HILL, SOUTHEAST 

OF YERINGTON, NEVADA 
by John M. Proffett, 2007 Figure 3.1 



Figure 3.2 Bear quartz monzonite (central and lower part) cuts McCleod Hill quartz monzodiorite 
(upper part, dark). North is to right. The Bear quartz monzonite truncates E-W foliation, in the 
McCleod Hill quartz monzodiorite, and in the upper left it truncates a slightly less mafic layer parallel 
to the foliation. Below center is a deformed xenolith of quartz monzodiorite with foliation oriented 
nearly N-S. Field station 78+, eastern Luhr Hill. Scale in cm. 



Figure 3.3 Porphyrit ic granite of the Jurassic Yerington batholith , showing large purplish 
Kfeldspar phenocrysts. mafic crystals (hornb lende and biotite) and a small. fine-grained 
mafic xenolith Uust right of center) in a medium-gra ined, equigranular matrix. Scale in cm. 
From 3 to 5 m above floor of pluton in the southeast part of Luhr Hill. 

Figure 3.4 Contact (arrows) between porphyritic granite of the Jurassic Yerington batholith (lighter 
colored. below) and the more felsic phase of the Jurassic quartz monzodiorite porphyry (darker 
colored, above). There is a thin, slight ly darker zone with more abundant maf ics in the quartz 
monzodiorite porphyry, along the contact, which appears to be a chil led margin. and a thin dike of 
quartz monzodiorite porphyry cutting the porphyritic granite a few cm below the contact. Looking 
down. north to left . Lower scale in cm. East part of Luhr Hill. 



Figure 3.5 Xenomh of porphyritic granite (Jpg) in quartz monzodiorite porphyry (Jqmdp). Note dark. f nei
grained "chilled" margin in Jqmdp (due to squeezing out of melt phase followed by more rapid crystallization? -
see Weinberg, 2006, Geology, p. 305--308 for discussion of similar prooess applied to me t segragations). Lookl
ing north. scale in cm .. east part of Luhr Hill. 

Figure 3.6 Contact (arrows) between most felsic phase of quartz monzodiorite porphyry (most distant part) and 
intermediate phase (foreground). Note layering in intermediate phase subparallel to contact. Looking west. 
smaller scale graduations in cm .. east part of Luhr Hill. 



Figure 3.7 Xenolith of more-mafic, finer-grained quartz monzod1orite porphyry with a large K-leldspar 
phenocryst in the intermediate phase quartz monzodiorite por phyry, eastern Luhr Hill. The smaller white 
phenocrysts in the host are plagioclase. but there are few of these ,n the xenolith. Note that the K
feldspar phenocryst in the xenolrth is a Carlsbad twin; the r ght twin rs bright because it is rellectingisunl ght, but the left twin is not reflecting an:l is gray and difficult to see. Looking N70W, scale in cm.i

Figure 3.8 Mafic phase quartz monzodiDfite porphyry 'Mth abundant plagioclase phenocryst, and containing 
line-grained maffc xenoliths with few phenocrysts. eastern Luhr Hill. Looking east. scale in cm. 



Figure 3.9 Strongly foliated mafic phase of quartz monzodiori te porphyry with flattened xenoliths parallel to N-S 
foliation . White xenoliths are Bear quartz monzonlite. look ing down ; north is toward bottom of photo . East part 
of Luhr Hill . Scale in cm. 

-- ...___,
Figure 3.1O Intermediate phase of quartz monzodiorite porphyry cu t by a pegmatite dike, eastern Luhr Hill. 
Looking down, north is to right , scale in cm. 



Table 3.1  Chemical analyses analyses of rocks rocks from Luhr Hill, Hill, Yerington district, district, NV

Collected Collected by John M. Proffett, Proffett, January January ,2000 Analyzed by Chemex, Chemex, January, January, 2000
Location SE Luhr H SE Luhr H SE Luhr H SE Luhr H E Luhr H N Luhr H

Age TR? TR TR TR? TR or Jur? TR?
Rock Unit bi gran meta-andes meta-rhy bi gran hb gabbro Fol'd rock
Sample #  Y 00-1  Y 0 -5  Y 00-6  Y 00-7  Y 00-8  Y 00-11

SiO2 % XRF 65.34 56.69 76.13 73.00 49.40 66.92
Al2O3 % XRF 17.94 17.60 12.58 13.58 16.86 15.23
TiO2 % XRF 0.14 0.71 0.13 0.13 0.88 0.37
Fe2O3 T % XRF 2.11 5.58 0.76 1.58 10.68 3.67
MnO % XRF 0.06 0.23 0.05 0.04 0.30 0.11
MgO % XRF 0.53 2.53 0.05 0.15 4.97 1.25
CaO % XRF 2.09 9.03 0.86 0.80 10.49 2.50
Na2O % XRF 6.24 1.25 3.56 4.14 2.48 4.08
K2O % XRF 3.50 4.78 4.34 4.72 1.47 3.75
P2O5 % XRF 0.06 0.21 0.03 0.06 0.15 0.13
Cr2O3 % XRF <0.01 <0.01 <0.01 <0.01 <0.01 <0.01
LOI % 0.57 0.66 0.38 0.34 1.13 0.70

TOTAL % 98.58 99.27 98.87 98.54 98.81 98.71

Ba ppm 1365 1575 1465 1540 830 1165
Rb ppm 100 88 140 90 32 114
S r ppm 228 246 150 130 470 232
Nb ppm 14 4 12 10 6 8
Y ppm 30 18 18 26 16 24
Zr ppm 141 69 87 126 57 132

Sr/Y 7.60 13.67 8.33 5.00 29.38 9.67

of rocks from Luhr Hill, Yerington district, NV Chemical from Luhr Hill, Yerington district, NV Chemical analyses of Yerington district, NV Chemical analyses of rocks from Luhr NV Chemical analyses of rocks from Luhr Hill, Yerington 

by John M. Proffett, January ,2000January ,2000Collected by John M. ,2000Collected by John M. Proffett, January, 2000Analyzed by 2000Analyzed by Chemex, 



Table 3.23.2  Chemical analyses analyses of rocks from from Luhr Hill, Yerington Yerington district, NV

Collected Collected by John M. M. Proffett, Proffett, March ,200707 Analyzed by ALS ALS Chemex, 2007
LocationLocation E of YerMine No Wassuk SE Luhr H SE Luhr H Buckskin R Ludwig

Age Ju r Jur or TR? Ju r Ju r Ju r Ju r
Rock Rock UnitUnit por gran fine plag por por gran qmd por Fulstone volc Artesia (sill?)

Method: Sample #Sample # Y00-17A Y07-8 Y07-38 Y07-39 Y07-60 Y07-64
XRF SiO2 % 66.69 56.75 68.02 64.85 64.04 50.77
XRF Al2O3 % 16.02 17.75 16.02 16.32 16.25 17.42
XRF TiO2 % 0.48 0.87 0.39 0.48 0.64 0.74
XRF Fe2O3 T % 3.05 8.73 2.69 4.45 4.54 9.23
XRF MnO % 0.02 0.13 0.03 0.08 0.03 0.09
XRF MgO % 1.27 2.80 0.95 1.88 1.94 4.16
XRF CaO % 3.18 6.01 2.63 3.95 0.97 8.17
XRF Na2O % 4.29 3.22 4.30 3.70 4.58 2.71
XRF K2O % 3.52 1.55 3.54 2.98 3.42 3.43
XRF P2O5 % 0.19 0.21 0.15 0.16 0.34 0.40
XRF Cr2O3 % 0.01 <0.01 <0.01 <0.01 <0.01 <0.01
XRF SrO % 0.13 0.03 0.13 0.07 0.07 0.08
XRF BaO % 0.19 0.07 0.22 0.14 0.30 0.13
XRF LOI % 0.64 1.40 0.46 0.61 2.34 1.70
Leco H2O+ % 0.46 1.72 0.35 0.64 1.57 1.40

XRF Total % 99.67 99.51 99.53 99.67 99.46 99.02

WD-XRF As ppm <5 9 <5 <5 <5 <5
WD-XRF Rb ppm 86 78 99 90 65 76
WD-XRF S r ppm 1175 255 1190 621 621 823
WD-XRF Nb ppm 3 4 3 3 3 4
WD-XRF Th ppm 10 4 11 10 9 6
WD-XRF U ppm 4 <4 4 4 <4 <4
WD-XRF Y ppm 10 24 8 12 9 23
WD-XRF Z r ppm 124 95 132 96 134 86
ICP-MS Ag ppm <1 <1 <1 <1 <1 <1
ICP-MS Ba ppm 1510 526 1715 1195 2450 1045
ICP-MS Ce ppm 47.1 28.3 45.1 29.1 80.1 38.1
ICP-MS Co* ppm 8.2 16.6 8.6 15.0 15.3 29.5
ICP-MS C r ppm 30 20 20 20 40 10
ICP-MS Cs ppm 0.97 4.31 1.41 2.11 1.40 1.07
ICP-MS Cu ppm 113 10 5 69 8 5
ICP-MS Dy ppm 1.50 3.82 1.15 1.92 1.69 3.73
ICP-MS E r ppm 0.81 2.44 0.60 1.12 0.84 2.09
ICP-MS Eu ppm 0.93 0.91 0.80 0.75 1.38 1.57
ICP-MS Ga ppm 25.0 22.9 24.8 21.8 23.6 22.8
ICP-MS Gd ppm 2.78 3.62 2.34 2.32 4.12 4.70
ICP-MS Hf ppm 4.4 2.7 4.1 3.2 4.0 2.3
ICP-MS Ho ppm 0.26 0.79 0.19 0.38 0.27 0.73
ICP-MS La ppm 22.6 12.2 21.9 14.0 38.1 18.0
ICP-MS Lu ppm 0.12 0.36 0.07 0.18 0.09 0.29
ICP-MS Mo ppm <2 <2 <2 <2 <2 2
ICP-MS Nb ppm 3.8 4.4 3.3 3.8 3.8 4.0
ICP-MS Nd ppm 23.1 16.1 21.6 14.1 40.0 23.3
ICP-MS Ni ppm 20 11 16 16 24 14
ICP-MS Pb ppm 8 10 12 14 8 5
ICP-MS P r ppm 5.81 3.73 5.58 3.55 10.10 5.25
ICP-MS Rb ppm 78.7 76.5 89.6 89.4 64.4 70.5
ICP-MS Sm ppm 3.91 3.80 3.45 2.72 6.09 5.35
ICP-MS Sn ppm 1 1 1 1 1 1
ICP-MS S r ppm 1105 254 1140 623 606 800
ICP-MS Ta ppm 0.5 0.4 0.5 0.5 0.3 0.3
ICP-MS Tb ppm 0.32 0.62 0.25 0.34 0.43 0.68
ICP-MS Th ppm 8.83 4.82 6.32 7.42 5.91 4.39
ICP-MS Tl ppm <0.5 <0.5 <0.5 <0.5 <0.5 <0.5
ICP-MS Tm ppm 0.10 0.36 0.08 0.17 0.09 0.30
ICP-MS U ppm 2.86 1.61 2.53 3.43 1.53 2.22
ICP-MS V ppm 85 310 67 118 84 350
ICP-MS W * ppm 1 2 2 <1 2 <1
ICP-MS Y ppm 7.6 20.9 5.7 10.4 7.6 19.3
ICP-MS Yb ppm 0.77 2.45 0.55 1.18 0.64 1.95
ICP-MS Zn ppm 35 91 43 60 62 42
ICP-MS Z r ppm 150 90 135 102 137 80

WD-XRF Sr/Y 118 11 149 52 69 36
ICP-MS Sr/Y 145.4 12.2 200.0 59.9 79.7 41.5

*Note: W W & Co with with standard standard steel pulverizing; pulverizing; all others with with tungsten carbide carbide purverizing

,20

Table of rocks from Luhr Hill, Yerington district, NV Chemical Luhr Hill, Yerington district, NV Chemical analyses of rocks district, NV Chemical analyses of rocks from Luhr Hill, 

by John M. Proffett, March ,2007Proffett, March ,2007Collected by John March ,2007Collected by John M. Collected by John M. Proffett, March Chemex, 2007Analyzed by 

& Co with standard steel pulverizing; all others with tungsten carbide purverizing*Note: standard steel pulverizing; all others with tungsten carbide purverizing*Note: W & Co steel pulverizing; all others with tungsten carbide purverizing*Note: W & Co with all others with tungsten carbide purverizing*Note: W & Co with standard steel tungsten carbide purverizing*Note: W & Co with standard steel pulverizing; all others purverizing*Note: W & Co with standard steel pulverizing; all others with tungsten 
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Sources of data (IMth minor modifications, 2007) 
Proffett, J.M., 1969, Geologic map of the Yerington district, Lyon County, Nevada: unpublished map, 
The Anaconda Co., 1 :12000 

Proffett, J.M., 1966-1971, Original geological field mapping mapping sheets, mostly 1 :12000 

and the follo\Mng sources 

~ \ ~~~~~'yjy~a;i::c1J~zsft~!~~na~~&:~~i:~~y ~~tgrn~~f~~; B~/~i;ii:/~1;gra~~~~iri~n~a, 
389 p 

1/ Einaudi, M.T., 2000, Field trip day three; Skarns of the Yerington district, Nevada: A triplog and 
commentary: Society of Economic Geologists Guidebook Series v. 32, p. 101-125 

I [J Gustafson, D.L., 1968 -1969, unput>ished mapping, The Anaconda Co. , 1 :12000 

Js Jurassic quartz monzonite of the Shamrock batholith. 

Jurassic andesite intrusions 

I 
Jg Jurassic granite porphyry 

Jgt 
Jurassic granite porphyry transitional to porphyritic 
granite (Dilles, 1984) 

Jp Jurassic porphyritic granite 

~ Jbq Jurassic border quartz monzonite 
] 
" Jqm Jurassic quartz monzodiorite 
i 
~ Jqmf Jurassic quartz monzodiorite, fine-grained phase. 

JqmK 
Jurassic quartz monzodiorite, phase with abundant 
coarse K-feldspar and biotite. 

Jgb Jurassic gabbro 

Jqt Jurassic quartzite 

JI Jurassic Ludwig limestones and gypsum 

JTRvc 
Triassic - Jurassic Gardnerville formation, elastics, 
limestones and volcanielastics 

TRI Triassic Mason Valley limestone 

TRad Triassic Volcanics of Western Nevada Mine 

TRvl 
Triassic Malachite Mine Formation, elastics, 
volcanielastics, and limestone. 

TRv Triassic McConnell Canyon Volcanics, andesite, 
rhyolite and quartz porphyry 

Figure 4.1 



Figure 4.2 Outcrop of quartz monzodiorite of the Yerington ba!holith west northwes t of the Blue
stone Mine (UTM 4314928 N. 305580E). Xenofi!h of a phase of quartz monzodiorite of slightly 
coarser grain size than the main phase is to the right next to the scale, and part of a large xenol ith 
of a finer-grained phase is on !he left side. Note veins in the finer-grained xenolith trunca ted at the 
contact with the main phase left of center. In the main phase . just right of center is a small. distinct 
mafic xenolith, typical of those found in small amounts throughout the exposures of quartz 
monzodiori1e. 
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Figure 4.3 Plagioclase in a fine-grained phase of quartz monzodiorite of the Yerington batholi!h. 
specimen 194A. southwest of Mickey Pass (UTM 43 15875N . 304120E), cross polarized light. Note 
the oscillatory growth zones in relict patd1es in the central part of the grain which have been partly 
replaced by patches of unzoned plagioclase. Also note that growth zones are not sharp, and seem 
to weaken and locally disappear 10 the left. This specimen is nearly fresh and free from later albiti
zation or oligoclasation, as confirmed by the nearly fresh to weak ly chloritized biotite (b) on the right 
and fresh K-feldspar (K) above, indicating that the alteration In this plagioclase is not the result of 
these types of hydrotherma l alteration . 



Figure 4.4 Zircons in granite porphyry of the Yerington batholith, SE of Mickey Pass (sample Y0?-71). A, Grain focused near polished surface 
at top of polished thin section. Central part of grain appears to be an older core, with zones truncated by overgrowth zones in outer part of 
grain. Fractures in outer part end inward at core. B, Zircon grain that seems to have a small, zoned core containing axial inclusions or 
cavities. Fractures end inward against the possible core. Focused a few microns below the polished upper surface of the thin section. Both in 
crossed polarized light. 
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Figure 5.1B, List of Map Units Southern Buckskin Range, Nevada 
J. M. Proffett, July 1988

Tai, Tdi Tertiary hornblende andesite intrusives and related diorite. 

Ts Singatse Tuff 

T7 White sediments and unwelded tuff 

Tw Weed Heights Member Mickey Pass Tuff 

T4 White poorly welded ignimbrite 

Tg Guild Mine Member Mickey Pass Tuff, Tg2=upper part, Tg1=lower part. 

Tc Early Tertiary conglomerate and sedimentary breccia 

Tei Early Tertiary ignimbrite remnants 

Jf4 1(SE of Artesia VABM)  Porphyry; 5-15% 1 to 4 mm plagioclase phenocrysts.  /2-4% .5 to
1.5 cm K-feldspar, rare quartz phenocrysts, 2-5% hornblende, 1-3% biotite, grey 
groundmass. 

Jfhh (SW of Artesia VABM)  Porphyry with local flow banding defined by phenocrysts 
1 1alignment.  7-12% 1 to 5 mm plagioclase, /2-2% /2 to 3 cm K-feldspar, 1-3% 1 to 4 mm 

quartz eyes, 3-7% .5 to 1 mm hornblende with some 2-5 mm hornblende, Fe-oxide grains 
in a grey to green groundmass. 

Jff Strongly flow banded dacite (?) or latite porphyry.  Plagioclase phenocrysts (1 to 5 mm) 
vary from 7-15% to 20-25%.  5-12% 1 to 4 mm hornblende, Fe-oxide grains.  Rare to 
absent quartz, biotite and/or .5 cm K-feldspar phenocrysts.  May be different ages in 
different areas. 

Jfh, Jfhi North Buckskin Range (BK-45: Pb-U zircon age 166.5 ± 0.4 m.y., Dilles & Wright, 1988, 
from this unit).  Massive porphyry, locally with phenocryst alignment.  10-20% 1 to 7 mm 
plagioclase, 4-7% 1 to 5 mm hornblende, trace to less than 1% 1 to 2 cm K-feldspar, 2 to 

1 15 mm quartz varies from /4-1% to 1-3% locally, < /2% Fe oxide grains.  Locally minor
biotite is present.  May include more than one unit.  Jfhi - Similar to Jfh, but intrusive, 
surrounded by Ja, etc. 

Jf3 Southeast of Artesia VABM.  (Designated Jf "215" or Jf3 SW of Artesia VABM.)  Porphyry 
with weakly aligned phenocrysts.  5-10% 1 to 4 mm plagioclase, 1-4% .7 to 1 cm K-

1 1 1feldspar, less than 1% /2  to 2 mm quartz, 1-5% /2  to 4 mm hornblende, < /2% Fe-
oxide grains, rarely includes local biotite. 

Jfi Porphyry dikes in Artesia and older rocks that have mainly plagioclase and hornblende 
phenocrysts and sparse to absent K-feldspar, quartz and/or biotite in a fine grey 
groundmass.  Generally was mapped as "late" type or "chilled" type Jqmp in main part of 
Yerington district. Jfi may include some exposures that should have been included in 
Jqmp. 



  

 

Jf2 Massive porphyry with 5-10% 1 to 4 mm plagioclase phenocrysts, very rare large K-
feldspar phenocrysts, 1-3% 1 mm biotite phenocrysts, and altered hornblende 
phenocrysts in a medium grey to purple groundmass with 15-20% very fine specks of 
leucoxene after mafic minerals. 

Jfs Sandstone, conglomerate, sedimentary breccia and siltstone with various types of 
Fulstone and Artesia fragments.  Includes a thin welded tuff breccia SW of Artesia VABM.  
Occurs at several different horizons.  Beds of Jfs at base of Fulstone contain no Fulstone 
or Jqmp fragments (other than "Jfd" type) and should perhaps be labeled "Jas." 

Jf 1 1Massive porphyry with 7-30% 1 to 5 mm plagioclase, /4-1% .7 to 2 cm K-feldspar, /2-
3% 1 to 3 mm quartz eyes, 3-7% hornblende, 1-3% biotite books.  May be partly intrusive 
and partly extrusive, and may include units of different age.  May be in part related to "Jfm" 

Jfq, Jfqx Massive to flow banded porphyry with 10-25% 1 to 5 mm plagioclase, 2-10% (ave. 4-5%) 
0.5 to 1.5 cm K-feldspar, 1-10% (ave. 3-4%) 1 to 4 mm quartz, 1-4% 2 to 4 mm biotite 
books, 2-5% 1 to 5 mm hornblende in a pale green to pale grey groundmass.  Locally 
contains abundant inclusions (probably cognate) of Jqmp, some with aplitic groundmass. 
Probably volcanic equivalent of some of the Jqmp.  Jfqx is volcanic breccia with fragments 
of the massive porphyry. 

Jqmp Porphyry dikes in Artesia and older rocks with 10-25% 1 to 5 mm plagioclase, 2-5% (or 
more) 1/2 to 1 1/2 cm K-feldspar, 2-5% quartz phenocrysts, 1-3% biotite books and 2-4%
hornblende in a pale green to white groundmass.  Can locally be traced to Jfq exposures.  
Includes some exposures with less quartz and/or K-feldspar, some of which should 
possibly have been included in Jfi. 

Jfd 1Dacite porphyry with 10-20% /2 to 2 mm plagioclase 1-3% 1 mm biotite flakes and 3-5%
1/2  to 3 mm hornblende in a green to grey groundmass.  Transitional in character
between Artesia fine grained porphyries (Ja) below and Fulstone coarse porphyries 
above.  In some areas fresh or weakly altered Jfd overlies intensely altered Ja or Jas, and 
in some areas Jfd is intensely altered and is overlain by less altered or rarely by similarly 
altered Fulstone porphyries. 

Jas Sandstone sedimentary breccia and conglomerate with fragments of Artesia andesite(?), 
andesite (?) porphyry and silica rock (silicified rock and/or sinter).  May itself be silicified as 
well as have fragments of earlier silicified rock. 

Jsi Massive silica rock with no relict texture--may be sinter (?). 

Jax Volcanic breccia of Ja fragments. 

Ja Andesite and/or dacite and andesite and/or dacite porphyry, including massive and 
volcanic breccia undifferentiated. Porphyry contains 5-30% 1/4 to 2 mm plagioclase
phenocrysts.  Groundmass is grey to purplish (similar to that in some Fulstone porphyries) 
where not strongly altered, but in many places is green due to chloritization. Ja graded 
into fine Jgd with increase in abundance of subhedral fine plagioclase, especially at depth 
below Tertiary surface.  Ja includes some Jax and Jas. 

Jgd Quartz monzodiorite of the Yerington batholith.  
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Figure 6.1B   List of Map Units, NE Buckskin Range, Nevada
J. M. Proffett, July 1988 

Q	 Alluvium, Colluvium, windblown sand. 

Tai, Tha 
Tdi 

Tertiary hornblende andesite intrusives and related diorite.
May include some Thb (plg and hb phenocrysts). 

Thb	 Biotite hornblende andes. or dacite porphyry intrusive.  Contains bi hb plg 
and rare quartz phenocrysts. 

Tbm	 Tuff of Bluestone Mine. Includes Eureka? Creek? Canyon? Tuff and Nine 
Hills Tuff. 

Ts	 Singatse Tuff 

T7	 White sediments and unwelded tuff 

Tw	 Weed Heights Member Mickey Pass Tuff 

T4	 White poorly welded ignimbrite 

Tg	 Guild Mine Member Mickey Pass Tuff, Tg2=upper part, Tg1=lower part. 

Tc	 Early Tertiary conglomerate and sedimentary breccia 

Tei	 Early Tertiary ignimbrite remnants 

Jw	 Tuff of Willow Spring - 30-50% 1/2 to 3 mm broken plag. crystals; 7-10% 1/4  
to 1 mm hornblende, 1-3% 1 mm biotite, rare broken quartz crystals, 1-5% 1 
to 2 cm lithics, epidote and chlorite alteration. 

Jff	 Strongly flow banded dacite (?) or latite porphyry.  Plagioclase phenocrysts 
(1 to 5 mm) vary from 7-15% to 20-25%.  5-12% 1 to 4 mm hornblende, 
Fe-oxide grains.  Rare to absent quartz, biotite and/or .5 cm K-feldspar 
phenocrysts. May be different ages in different areas. 

Jfx	 Breccia. Most fragments are similar to Jfh. 

Jfh, Jfhi	 North Buckskin Range (BK-45: Pb-U zircon age 166.5 ± 0.4 m.y., Dilles & 
Wright, 1988, from this unit).  Massive porphyry, locally with phenocryst 
alignment.  10-20% 1 to 7 mm plagioclase, 4-7% 1 to 5 mm hornblende, 
trace to less than 1% 1 to 2 cm K-feldspar, 2 to 5 mm quartz varies from 1/4-
1% to 1-3% locally, <1/2% Fe oxide grains.  Locally minor biotite is present.  
May include more than one unit.  Jfhi - Similar to Jfh, but intrusive, surrounded 
by Ja, etc. 

Jfi	 Porphyry dikes in Artesia and older rocks that have mainly plagioclase and 
hornblende phenocrysts and sparse to absent K-feldspar, quartz and/or 
biotite in a fine grey groundmass. Generally was mapped as "late" type or 
"chilled" type Jqmp in main part of Yerington district. Jfi may include some 



 

 
  

 

exposures that should have been included in Jqmp. 

Jf2	 Massive porphyry with 5-10% 1 to 4 mm plagioclase phenocrysts, very rare
large K-feldspar phenocrysts, 1-3% 1 mm biotite phenocrysts, and altered 
hornblende phenocrysts in a medium grey to purple groundmass with 15-
20% very fine specks of leucoxene after mafic minerals. 

Jft	 Welded tuff;  30-50% 1 to 3 mm broken plagioclase crystals, 3-6% 1/2  to 3 
mm broken quartz crystals, 5-7% biotite and hornblende, very rare dark 
flattened pumice fragments and rare lithic fragments.  Very rarely relict shard 
texture visible. 

Jfs	 Sandstone, conglomerate, sedimentary breccia and siltstone with various 
types of Fulstone and Artesia fragments.  Includes a thin welded tuff breccia 
SW of Artesia VABM.  Occurs at several different horizons.  Beds of Jfs at 
base of Fulstone contain no Fulstone or Jqmp fragments (other than "Jfd" 
type) and should perhaps be labeled "Jas." 

Jf	 Massive porphyry with 7-30% 1 to 5 mm plagioclase, 1/4-1% .7 to 2 cm K-
feldspar, 1/2-3% 1 to 3 mm quartz eyes, 3-7% hornblende, 1-3% biotite 
books. May be partly intrusive and partly extrusive, and may include units of 
different age. May be in part related to "Jfm" 

Jfb	 Welded tuff breccia with abundant lithic fragments, of which many are quartz 
latite porphyry with 5-15% 1 to 3 mm plagioclase, 1-2%  1 cm K-feldspar  
phenocrysts, 1-2% 1 to 3 mm quartz phenocrysts, 1/2 -1% biotite books and 
1-3% hornblende phenocrysts.

Jfq, Jfqx	 Massive to flow banded porphyry with 10-25% 1 to 5 mm plagioclase, 2-
10% (ave. 4-5%) 0.5 to 1.5 cm K-feldspar, 1-10% (ave. 3-4%) 1 to 4 mm 
quartz, 1-4% 2 to 4 mm biotite books, 2-5% 1 to 5 mm hornblende in a pale 
green to pale grey groundmass.  Locally contains abundant inclusions 
(probably cognate) of Jqmp, some with aplitic groundmass. Probably 
volcanic equivalent of some of the Jqmp.  Jfqx is volcanic breccia with 
fragments of the massive porphyry. 

Jqmp	 Porphyry dikes in Artesia and older rocks with 10-25% 1 to 5 mm 
plagioclase, 2-5% (or more) 1/2 to 1 1/2 cm K-feldspar, 2-5% quartz 
phenocrysts, 1-3% biotite books and 2-4% hornblende in a pale green to 
white groundmass.  Can locally be traced to Jfq exposures.  Includes some 
exposures with less quartz and/or K-feldspar, some of which should 
possibly have been included in Jfi. 

Jfd	 Dacite porphyry with 10-20% 1/2 to 2 mm plagioclase 1-3% 1 mm biotite 
flakes and 3-5% 1/2 to 3 mm hornblende in a green to grey groundmass. 
Transitional in character between Artesia fine grained porphyries (Ja) below 
and Fulstone coarse porphyries above. In some areas fresh or weakly 
altered Jfd overlies intensely altered Ja or Jas, and in some areas Jfd is 
intensely altered and is overlain by less altered or rarely by similarly altered 
Fulstone porphyries. 



Jas Sandstone sedimentary breccia and conglomerate with fragments of Artesia 
andesite(?), andesite (?) porphyry and silica rock (silicified rock and/or sinter).  
May itself be silicified as well as have fragments of earlier silicified rock. 

Jsi Massive silica rock with no relict texture--may be sinter (?). 

Jax Volcanic breccia of Ja fragments. 

Ja Andesite and/or dacite and andesite and/or dacite porphyry, including 
massive and volcanic breccia undifferentiated.  Porphyry contains 5-30% 1/4  
to 2 mm plagioclase phenocrysts.  Groundmass is grey to purplish (similar to 
that in some Fulstone porphyries) where not strongly altered, but in many 
places is green due to chloritization.  Ja graded into fine Jgd with increase in 
abundance of subhedral fine plagioclase, especially at depth below Tertiary 
surface. Ja includes some Jax and Jas. 

Jbx Intrusive breccia in Standard Slag Mine of silicic to intermediate composition; 
fine grained. 

Jsqm, Jqm, Jbqm, Jgd, Jgy, Jl, JTRcl, TRl, TRad, TRvl: 
See Proffett and Dilles, 1984 map legend 
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Figure 6.2 Cathodoluminescence (CL) images of zircon grains from sample Y07-60, Jfq unit of the Fulstone 
Volcanics, Buckskin Range, taken with a scanning electron microscope at the USGS - Stanford SHRIMP lab. Red 
circles and labels show where 30 micron diameter spots were analyzed with the SHRIMP ion microprobe, and the 
number below the label is the measured age. Brighter zones are less uranium-rich and the less-bright zones are 
more uranium-rich. Euhedral zones of uniform brightness in the central parts of some grains, such as the grains of 
spots 5-1, 6-1 and the grain to the left of spot 11 .1, are areas where a crystal surface lies at a low angle to the pol
ished surface of the grain. A few grains have what may be older cores, such as possibly the grains of spots 1.1, 3.1, 
4.1, 9.1, 11.1, 14.1, the grain below 12.1 and the grain just left of the scale. Only the cores of 4.1, 9.1 and 14.1 were 
analyzed, and these tend to have older ages, but in some grains outer zones have older ages also. The grain below 
11.1 seems to have some of its interior zones truncated by irregular domains of homogenous low-U zircon or convo
lute zoning, which has in turn been overgrown by peripheral oscillatory zones. 



Table 6.1 Analyses of spots on zircons from Y0?-60, Jfq. Spots in green used for age. 

Spot Name 

207 corr'd 
206Pb/ 
238U Age 

10 
error 

208 corr'd 
206Pb/ 
238U Age 

10 
error ppmU ppm Th 

Y07-60-2.1 163.6 1 .1 163.5 1.2 325 167 
Y07-60-3.1 165 0.8 164.8 0.8 599 243 
Y07-60..8 .1 166 .4 1 166.5 1.1 426 261 
Y07-60-1 .1 166 .9 0.9 167 .S 1.1 466 292 
Y07 60-11 1 167 6 1 1 167 3 .2 349 187 
Y07-60-15 .1 167 8 1 3 168 1 4 235 84 
Y07-60-13 .1 168 .6 1.3 169 .3 1.4 271 101 
Y07-60-9 .1 168 .9 1.3 170 1.5 332 256 
Y07-60..5 .1 169 .7 1.2 168 .5 .4 424 242 
Y07-60-1 4.1 171 .2 1 . 1 170.6 1.3 364 248 
Y07-60-4.1 172.1 1 .3 171.5 1.5 228 169 
Y07-60-1 0.1 172.3 1 .3 171.5 1.4 260 98 
Y07-60-7.1 172.4 0.9 172.7 1 .1 666 615 
Y07-60-6.1 172.9 1 .5 173.1 1.7 286 130 
Y07-60-12.1 173.4 1 . 1 173.2 1.2 328 174 
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Figure 6.3 Mid-Jurassic part of a Tera-Wasserburg concordia plot, showing results of the fifteen spots ana
lyzed on zircons from sample Y0?-60 , Fulstone Volcanic unit Jfq. The heavy blue line represents ideally con-
cordant age determinations in which ~3~Lv!iy~~,iw,,to g~-~b avd...~~~bl.dP.ra,,vm..to~.~Pb.wm.9rt ni\u:, e::,v:::irth, 
the same age. Numbers "160" to "180" along the concordia line are in millions of years. Green spots are 
considered to be a coherent group , and the red spots are analyses that were not used for the final age 
calculation. Plotted by Joe Wooden. 
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Figure 6.4 Stratigraphic section in the northern Buckskin Range, (from Proffett and Dilles, 
2007) showing new age result(*). 
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