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SAMPLING PROCEDURE
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Collection of fin tissues in Qiagen Cell Lysis Buffer - Previously FROZEN SAMPLES
1. Prior to sampling, the tubes should be kept at room temperature.
2. Using scissors (or alternately a scalpel), remove a small (about 10 mm2) biopsy of fin tissue. Place the sample in the provided labeled tube containing Lysis buffer.
3. Record metadata associated with the sample on the provided data sheet.
The minimum metadata required is species, collection location, collection date, and size class (total length, fork length).

4. Scissors, forceps or scalpels should be cleaned between each sample. At a minimum, wipe utensils with Kim-wipe and squirt with 95% ethanol to sterilize and then wipe dry. A better disinfection could be reach by flaming the utensils after adding ethanol.
5. Once frozen samples have been placed in the vials containing Lysis Buffer, they should be refrigerated at 4oC. Samples can be sent at room temperature or with an ice pack.
SHIPPING

Samples should be shipped overnight using FEDEX (please contact Miluska for FEDEX number information and to coordinate sample arrival to the lab). Please verify that each sample is labelled with a unique number that corresponds to its associated metadata. We strongly encourage the use of our electronic metadata sheet (provided) to submit data at the time of shipment.
Each sample should be labeled with a unique number. Information such as species,  sampling location (e.g. river name, state, park, county, nearest town, GPS coordinates including datum and latitude, longitude or UTM with zone, etc.) collection date, size class (total length, fork length). Preferably, data sheet information should be sent electronically.
