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Motorboat Operator Instructor Certification Course (MOICC) Standards

1.  Course Description.  The MOICC is targeted toward experienced motorboat operators in the Department of the Interior (DOI) and the U.S. Geological Survey (USGS).  It stresses the teaching of specific motorboat handling techniques and knowledge through a standardization of hands-on practical exercises and instruction techniques, with an emphasis on classroom presentation.  Since one objective of this course is to qualify individuals to present Motorboat Operator Certification Course (MOCC) training to other DOI personnel, there is additional training in instructional techniques and presentation.

2.  Course Objectives.  The MOICC objectives are:

A.  Provide attendees with specific skills and knowledge needed to safely operate watercraft and properly present these skills to MOICC and MOCC Students.

B.  Familiarize attendees with state-of-the-art watercraft safety equipment and other gear through demonstration and actual use.

C.  Train and qualify personnel to serve as instructors of the MOCC.

3.  Course Length.  The MOICC will include at least 36 instructional hours.  Course instructional hours may be increased to address specific Bureau operational needs.

4.  Minimum Subject Areas.  The following mandatory subject areas will be presented in the MOICC and MOCC:

A.  Bureau watercraft policies.

B.  Required safety equipment.

C.  Motorboats and motorboat maintenance.

D.  Trailers and trailer maintenance.

E.  Navigation aids/rules of the road.

F.  Emergency operations.

G.  Fire suppression.

H.  Motorboat orientation/Marlinspike.

I.  Motorboat at-speed and low-speed maneuvering.

J.  Alongside maneuvering.

K.  Trailering.

L.  Towing.

M.  Recreational boating.

N.  Invasive species.

O.  Instructional techniques (MOICC only).

5.  Other Standards.

A.  A maximum student/instructor ratio of 3:1 will be maintained for on-the-water activities.

B.  All MOICC, MOCC, and MOCC Tel-Module Training conducted by USGS Instructors will be documented in DOI Learn.  Only classes documented in DOI Learn are considered valid classes for certification purposes.

6.  MOCC Instructor Trainer (MOCCIT) Standards.

A.  MOCC Instructor Trainer candidates will have successfully completed MOICC training.   

B.  MOCC Instructor Trainer candidates must complete the necessary prerequisites as determined by the Bureau Watercraft Safety Program Manager for consideration.  Potential MOCC Instructor Trainer candidates may contact the Bureau Watercraft Safety Program Manager or Regional Watercraft Safety Program Managers for additional information.

C.  MOCC Instructor Trainers will participate in MOICC presentations at least once over any 3-year period to maintain MOCC Instructor Trainer Lead Instructor status.  Participation may be either as Lead Instructor or as a Co-Instructor.  Contact the Bureau Watercraft Safety Program Manager for additional information.  Contact the Bureau Watercraft Safety Program Manager for additional information.

7.  MOCC Instructor Standards.

A.  MOCC Instructors must participate in traditional MOCC presentations either as Lead Instructor or as a Co-Instructor at least once over any 3-year period to maintain status as a Lead Instructor.

B.  MOCC Instructors that do not teach MOCC over any 3-year period will no longer be allowed to teach or participate in MOCC Training until a review has been completed by the Bureau Watercraft Safety Program Manager.  This review process will be on a case-by-case basis.

8.  Tel-Module (Blended Learning) Instructor Standards.  Although the DOI Learn Blended Learning MOCC Tel-Module is structured as an option to eliminate the traditional classroom portion of MOCC training, it is highly recommended that MOCC Instructors plan a period for class/material review with the students prior to students taking the final proctored exam.  As with the traditional MOCC, all practical exercises must be part of the Tel-Module curriculum.

A.  Tel-Module Practicals will be presented in the same “building-block” format and time allotment as defined in the MOCC Instructor Manual.

B.  Instructors are required to submit to the Bureau Watercraft Safety Program Manager a class roster upon completion of the Tel-Module.  Instructors (or a designate) will also properly close out the Tel-Module MOCC classes according to DOI Learn protocols.
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