
Notes of US National Committee for the UNESCO IHP 

May 24, 2018 

1. Bill Cunningham opened the meeting at 8:35 am ET, led introductions, and reviewed the 
agenda  
 

2. Paul Mungai, Acting U.S. National Commission Executive Secretary.  
 
Paul reminded the group that this US National Commission is a FACA, and has the 
reporting requirements.  This Committee does not have the same reporting requirements 
– Paul handles those requirements through the FACA. 
 
Paul summarized the status of the US engagement and the process and proposed change 
of status to nonmember observer.  The official withdrawal date is Dec 31.   There are still 
many unanswered questions such as what happens to the IHP National Commission and 
its committees including the IHP.  There will be two State Department officers in Paris in 
Mission, stationed at the US Embassy.  This rotation will occur in June.  Category 2 
Centers and UNESCO Chairs are under separate legal status and will continue.  Renewal 
of these Centers is pro forma.  Additionally, renewal of University Chairs does not need 
endorsement of Paul, though he should be looped in as a consultant.  In the meantime, we 
have been cleared to attend and participate in the upcoming Intergovernmental Council 
meeting June 11 – 15.   NOAA – IOC is a separate issue IOC is separate agreement 
 
 
Congratulations on the new UNESCO Chair at FIU.  The unofficial deadline for Chair 
applications was April 2018.  After 2019, we expect no new UNESCO Chairs from US.  
We should be able to keep existing Chairs however, as long as their conditions continue 
to be met. 
There is a lot unknown about the US role in the broad sense going forward.  The DG said 
UNESCO is better with the US than without it. Even without direct US membership, 
there is an expansive pool of participants from US private sector, universities, 
foundations, and nongovernmental organizations that are moving UNESCOS’s mission 
forward.   
 

3. Mike Garuckis  

Mike reported that he and Chris Hegadorn at the U.S. Mission to UNESCO 
(USUNESCO), will both be leaving Post in June for other assignments.  Two new 
officers will be arriving in Paris to staff the Mission in mid-June, Kevin O'Connor and 
Edie Backman. When you come to UNESCO for any reason, let them know.  They will 
be housed in the Embassy instead of the Mission but will operate separately.   

 
 



4. Maria Donoso reported on the status of the UNESCO Chair on Sustainable Water 
Security at FIU.  Please see the power point for the details.  There is a conference in 
Miami on September 17-18, 2018 Water Security:  Beyond Water Quality and Quantity.  
This will be the launch of the FIU UNESCO Sustainable Water Security Chair and 
Opening Ceremony of the Inaugural Water and Environment Security Conference.  The 
conference technical sessions will focus on challenges in Africa and Latin America. 
 

5. Verne Schneider and Will Logan reviewed the agenda for the 23rd IGC June 11- 15, 
2018.  They will be representing the Committee at the meeting.  Maria Donoso also plans 
to attend.  Schneider and logan reviewed the status of some programmatic issues and 
opportunities.  This includes the Category 2 Centers that are critically important to IHP’s 
mission and the success of IHP-VIII. There are 56 water-related UNESCO Chairs in 
UNESCO.  The US has 3 or 4 of the water related Chairs.    Schneider and Logan  also 
pointed out the opportunities for engagement with the Worlds Largest Rivers Initiative, 
the Land Subsidence Initiative, the IHP WINS program and the beginning of strategic 
planning for IHP IX for 2022 to 2029.  See the power point for details. 
 

6. Devin Galloway presented the history and opportunity for changing the status of the 
working group on land subsidence to an UNESCO Initiative.  This has been one of the 
longest working groups dating back to the IHD and 1965.  The Working Group expects a 
vote on their proposal at the June IGC.  See the power point for details.  Devin mentioned 
a need for members in developing countries that are increasingly impacted by subsidence 
processes: Bangladesh, Cambodia, India, Iran, Malaysia, Myanmar, Nigeria, Pakistan, 
Sierra Leone, Thailand, Vietnam.  The committee suggested several contacts for potential 
members. 
 

7. Jay Nuckols presented some ideas from Colo State on how they are thinking of engaging 
with UNESCO.  Goal: Establish an Integrated International Water Research, Education, 
Engagement, and Service Enterprise (II-WATER) within the CSU Water Center.  The 
mission will be to integrate CSU expertise in addressing global challenges to water 
resources through cooperative regional networks. See the power point for details ..  Paul 
reminded Jay that an April 30 deadline for nomination of new UNESCO Chairs has past, 
and the status of nominations is uncertain after the US status changes.  

 
8. Chuck Chaitovitz, US Chamber of Commerce, briefly described the interest of the US 

Chamber of Commerce in water resources and opportunities to partner with the Chamber.  
The US Chamber has 80 professional dealing across the international landscape.  Chuck 
sees many opportunities for the US Chamber to engage IHP partners in furthering the US 
and UNESCO goals, including the role of the private sector in sharing water data and 
information. 

 



9. Bill Bolhofer of NOAA discussed the recent WMO global conference on “Prosperity 
through hydrological services”. This dialog was aimed at formulating the basic directions 
of the WMO water strategy for the period from 2020 to 2027.  IHP and WMO coordinate 
program.  See handouts for details. 
 

10. Dr. Charles Estabrook announced that he is the new Program Director for the National 
Science Foundation (NSF) Office of International Science and Engineering.  The NSF is 
now located at 2415 Eisenhower Avenue, Alexandria, VA.  The NSF is closing down its 
permanent liaison offices at the U.S. embassies in Brussels, Beijing and Tokyo.  In place, 
NSF-sponsored fact-finding missions will be sent to countries with focus on specific and 
science and engineering initiatives.  Estabrook informed the Committee that Richard 
Volk, USAID’s “Water Czar,” is leaving.  His replacement has not yet been named. 

 

11. The National Committee roundtable included updates on selected international activities 
at the National Science Foundation, UC Irvine, Department of State, and others. …… 
 

12. Will Logan provided an update from the ICIWaRM category 2 Center.  Will was selected 
as the new ICIWaRM Director, replacing Bob Pietrowsky who retired in May 2017.   
 

13. The meeting was adjourned at 12:30 pm ET.  The next meeting of the U.S. National 
Committee for the UNESCO International Hydrological Programme is expected in 
November, 2018  

 


