
Postdoctoral Research Fellow 
   

 
Introduction 
 
The incumbent serves as a researcher in the U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) Postdoctoral 
Research Fellowship Program.  This program provides an opportunity for selected postdoctoral 
fellows to conduct concentrated research in association with members of the USGS professional 
staff as a final element to their formal career preparation.  The program is also intended to 
provide research experiences that enhance the scientific stature and credentials of the incumbent.  
The Postdoctoral Research Fellowship Program is envisioned to bring current expertise in the 
earth sciences to assist in the implementation of the USGS Strategic Plan and the science 
strategies of the Survey’s programs. 
 
Factor I – Research Assignment  
 
The incumbent will perform work outlined in the attached description of the Research 
Opportunity and the Research Proposal.   
 
Factor II – Supervision Received 
 
The incumbent works under the supervision of the _________.  The research advisor directs 
project work and provides guidelines on USGS policies.  The incumbent has considerable 
latitude to plan and execute studies and to interpret and report research results.  Scientific 
research reports and products are expected to be technically complete, and work is evaluated for 
effectiveness in meeting project goals.  Publications are subject to normal peer review and 
management approval. 
 
Factor III – Guidelines and Originality 
 
Guidelines are generally available but have gaps in specificity.  Incumbent is expected to 
generate new or creative approaches to conducting the research. 
 
Factor IV – Qualifications and Scientific Contributions 
 
The incumbent must have a Ph.D. in a field pertinent to the research proposal and be capable of 
conceiving, formulating, and conducting research pertinent to the Research Proposal.  The 
researcher works independently or as a full member of a research team and must demonstrate 
ability to plan and execute research tasks by clearly defining problems, developing and executing 
research plans, and producing acceptable reports of results.  Research should result in primary 
authorship or co-authorship of major scientific papers of considerable importance to the assigned 
research situation.  The incumbent presents results of research at scientific meetings, interagency 
meetings, professional societies, and/or before the general public.  The researcher consults with 
others on technical matters in the specialty field. 
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