	
	
	



USGS Climate Adaptation Science Center (CASC)

Budget Justification Template for Proposed Projects


The Budget Justification Worksheet is a required component for all invited full proposals for a CASC Project Solicitation. Budget justifications should be submitted as a separate PDF document to SmartSheet. PIs will receive an email with a unique submission link in SmartSheet.

Use the worksheet template and tables provided below to provide a detailed breakdown of costs for all budget categories and budget years included in the Excel Budget Form. Each Recipient Institution including recipients being awarded through sub-award (see Section 1 below) should have a separate budget justification worksheet included in the Budget Justification PDF document. All costs associated with each recipient should also be broken out in the Excel Budget Form (e.g. Recipient Institution 1 = Columns B-G, Recipient Institution 2 = Columns H-M, etc.). The Excel Budget Form can be downloaded from: https://www.usgs.gov/programs/climate-adaptation-science-centers/project-tracking-policy-and-guidance 

Please make sure total budget numbers in this budget justification worksheet match the numbers in your Excel Budget Form. Lead PIs from universities should work directly with their university’s Sponsored Program Office to ensure that budget details, including indirect costs, are calculated correctly before submitting their budget and proposal to a CASC.

Fill out each section below completely. Detail should provide USGS with a complete understanding and breakdown of the costs proposed. Unjustified expenses or lack of detail can slow the project selection and/or award processing time. The categories below align with categories required in the Excel Budget Form.

Numbers and information in the Example sections below are fictional examples only and should not be used in calculations for your budget. Please remove all example text and instructions from your budget justification before submitting your proposal document to the CASC.

1. Recipient Institutions (Budget Form - Row 3)
List all Recipient Institutions in the table below that are included in the proposed budget and would receive project funds. Indicate whether each recipient would receive funds a) directly from a CASC, b) through the CASC Host University, or c) via sub-award from a different institution. If the recipient would receive funds from a sub-award, clearly describe the funding flow (how the money moves from the CASC to the recipient). Add additional rows as needed.

	
	



Recipient Institution Name:
	



Total Funds Requested:
	Would this recipient receive funds a) directly from USGS, b) through the CASC host university, or c) via sub-award from a different organization?
	

If receiving funds from a sub-award, from whom would the money flow to the recipient?

	Recipient Institution 1 (HOST Organization
(Primary Recipient)): 
	
	
	
	

	Recipient Institution 2:
	
	
	
	

	Recipient Institution 3:
	
	
	
	

	Recipient Institution 4:
	
	
	
	



EXAMPLE 1. Recipient Institutions (DELETE before submitting):
	
	





Recipient Institution Name:
	





Total Funds Requested:
	

Would this recipient receive funds a) directly from USGS, b) through the CASC Host University, Or c) via sub-award from a different organization?
	



If receiving funds from a sub-award, from whom would the money flow to the recipient?

	Recipient Institution 1 (HOST Organization
(Primary Recipient)): 
	University of Colorado Boulder
	$123,456
	Directly from USGS
	N/A

	Recipient Institution 2:
	University of Montana
	$12,345
	Through the CASC Host University
	University of Colorado Boulder (CASC Host)

	Recipient Institution 3:
	University of Wyoming
	$987,765
	Sub-award
	University of Montana

	Recipient Institution 4:
	Conservation Science Partners
	$55,555
	Through the CASC Host University
	University of Colorado Boulder (CASC Host)

	Recipient Institution 5: 
	USGS Northern Prairie Wildlife Research Center
	$101,010
	Directly from USGS
	N/A







2.   Budget Justification Worksheet for	(Recipient Institution Name)


** Complete a separate Section 2. Budget Justification Worksheet for each Recipient Institution identified above in Section 1. Recipient Institutions. Include all Worksheets in a single PDF document. **

a. Salaries and Wages for	(Recipient Institution Name)
Budget Form – Rows 6-10
	Total Requested for Salaries and Wages for Named Recipient
	

	Budget Year 1:
	Budget Year 2:
	Budget Year 3:
	Budget Year 4:
	Budget Year 5:

	
	
	
	
	



Using the table below, identify each individual supported by the proposed budget by name and role in the project. If name is unknown (e.g. for to-be-hired graduate students), put “TBD”. Describe the person’s role and responsibilities in the project. For each budget year, list the amount of effort to be expended for the project (estimated hours or percent of time), the salary/wage rate, and the total salary. Include a detailed explanation to describe what the listed salary rate is based on and how it has been determined. Include an explanation for projected increases in pay and, if applicable, an explanation for why the rate of pay shown is higher than the current rate of pay. Include a statement in the budget justification confirming that budgeted salaries and fringe benefits are based on current rates. Include any other useful information to justify the listed costs. Include a link to relevant university/organization policies made available online, if applicable.

NOTE: Tuition remission and other forms of compensation paid as, or in lieu of, wages to students should not be included here, but should be included in Section 4. Tuition below.

Use the table below and add (copy/paste) additional tables for each additional individual.
	Personnel Name, Role, and Responsibilities:
	

	
	Budget Year 1:
	Budget Year 2:
	Budget Year 3:
	Budget Year 4:
	   Budget Year 5:

	Level of Effort:
	
	
	
	
	

	Rate:
	
	
	
	
	

	Total Salary Requested:
	
	
	
	
	


Explanation to describe what the listed salary is based on and how it was determined; Explain any projected increases in pay or why the rate shown is higher than the current rate; Include any other information to help explain or justify costs in this category: Add text here.

Example 2. Salaries and Wages Breakdown (Delete before submitting):
	Personnel Name, Role, and Responsibilities:
	Shirley N. Example, Ph.D., Principal Investigator. Dr. Example will direct the overall operation of the project; is responsible for overseeing the implementation of project activities, coordination with other agencies, development of materials, provision of in-service and training, conducting meetings and coordinating with agencies, designing and directing the gathering, tabulating and interpreting of required data, and is responsible for overall program evaluation and for staff performance evaluation; and is the responsible authority for ensuring necessary reports/documentation are submitted to USGS. This position relates to all program objectives.

	
	Budget Year 1:
	Budget Year 2:
	Budget Year 3:
	Budget Year 4:

	Level of Effort:
	5 months
	2 months
	-
	-

	Rate:
	$5,555/month
	$5,666/month
	-
	-

	Total Salary Requested:
	$27,775
	$11,332
	-
	-


Explanation: The salary rate for Dr. Example is based on her current rates with the University of Example. Year 2 rate includes a 2% increase, which is standard for the University of Example.


b. Fringe Benefits for (Recipient Institution Name)
Budget Form – Rows 12-16
Using the table below, indicate the fringe benefit rates (as a percentage of salary) and amounts for the individuals listed above. Provide a detailed explanation of what costs are included in this category and the basis of the rates provided. Indicate whether fringe rates are based on estimates used for proposal purposes only or whether they are firm for billing purposes. Include a link to relevant university/organization policies made available online, if applicable. Use the table below and add additional rows as needed.
	



Personnel Name/ Role:
	Budget Year 1:
	Budget Year 2:
	Budget Year 3:
	Budget Year 4:
	 Budget Year 5:

	
	Rate
(% of Salary) OR Fixed amount + rate ($ + %):
	Total Fringe Benefits ($):
	Rate
(% of Salary) OR Fixed amount + rate ($ + %):
	Total Fringe Benefits ($):
	Rate
(% of Salary) OR Fixed amount + rate ($ + %):
	Total Fringe Benefits ($):
	Rate
(% of Salary) OR
Fixed amount + rate 
($ + %):
	Total Fringe Benefits ($):
	Rate(% of Salary) OR
Fixed amount + rate 
($ + %):
	Total Fringe Benefits ($):

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Total Requested for Fringe Benefits for Named Recipient:
	



	
	



	
	



	
	



	
	
	


Explanation of what costs are included in the Fringe Benefit table above and the basis for the rates provided; Indicate whether the rates are estimates or firm: Add text here.

Example 3. Fringe Benefits (Delete before submitting):
	



Personnel Name/Role:
	Budget Year 1:
	Budget Year 2:
	Budget Year 3:
	Budget Year 4:

	
	Rate
(% of Salary) OR Fixed amount + rate ($ + %):
	Total Fringe Benefits ($):
	Rate
(% of Salary) OR Fixed amount + rate ($ + %):
	Total Fringe Benefits ($):
	Rate
(% of Salary) OR Fixed amount + rate ($ + %):
	Total Fringe Benefits ($):
	Rate
(% of Salary) OR
Fixed amount +
rate ($ + %):
	Total Fringe Benefits ($):

	Shirley Example, PI
	33%
	$9,165.75
	33%
	$3,739.56
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Example John, Co- PI
	$1300 + 15%
	$5,466.25
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Total Requested for Fringe Benefits
for Named
Recipient
	
	$14,632
	
	$3,739.5
	
	-
	
	-


Explanation: The University of Example’s standard fringe benefit rates are applied to the above salaries. These are University of Example fiscal year 2022 proposed rates, effective 7/1/2022. Fringe benefits include: worker’s compensation, unemployment compensation, health plans, retirement plans, Social Security, Medicare, and separation leave. Basis: Each year, the University of Example’s accounting department uses estimated costs to calculate the rates for charging fringe benefits to budgets during the next fiscal year. The department sends the calculations to DHHS for approval. The new rates are effective July 1st. At the end of the year, the University compares the estimated costs, charged to the budgets, to the actual costs of the benefits, paid by the University, and adjusts the next year’s rate accordingly.

c. Tuition for (Recipient Institution Name)
Budget Form – Rows 18-20
Tuition remission and other forms of compensation paid as, or in lieu of, wages to students performing necessary work are allowable, provided that the tuition or other payments are reasonable compensation for the work performed and are conditioned explicitly upon the performance of the work. Provide a detailed explanation of the costs covered in this category. Verify that tuition amounts are based on current rates and are not included in indirect cost calculations in your budget. Include a link to relevant university/organization policies made available online, if applicable. Use the table below and add additional rows as needed.

	
Name/Role:
	Budget Year 1:
	Budget Year 2:
	Budget Year 3:
	Budget Year 4:
	Budget 
Year 5:

	
	Tuition:
	Tuition:
	Tuition:
	Tuition:
	Tuition:

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Total Requested for Tuition for Named Recipient:
	
	
	
	
	


Explanation of the costs covered in the Tuition category: Add text here. See instructions above.

Example 4. Tuition (Delete before submitting):
	
Name/Role:
	Budget Year 1:
	Budget Year 2:
	Budget Year 3:
	Budget Year 4:

	
	Tuition:
	Tuition:
	Tuition:
	Tuition:

	TBD, Graduate Research Assistant
– field work, writing blog posts
	$2,476
	$2,476
	-
	-

	TBD, undergraduate assistant – website management and data
management support
	-
	$1,875
	-
	-

	Total Requested for Tuition for
Named Recipient
	$2,476
	$4,351
	-
	-


Explanation: This budget will support $2,476 per semester for the graduate research assistant. The budget estimated covers 1 semester per budget year. The undergraduate assistant will only be supported in Budget Year 2 for 1 semester at $1,875. These rates are based on current rates at the University of Montana. These costs are not included in the Indirect Cost section of this budget.

d. Supplies for (Recipient Institution Name)
Budget Form – Row 22
Using the table below, enter the cost for all expected supplies, including a breakdown of costs for each item. Include the cost of office, laboratory, computing, and field supplies, and any other supply items. Provide as much detail as possible to fully describe how the total cost for supplies was determined. If fabrication of equipment is proposed, list parts and materials required for each and itemize the costs in the table below. Provide a detailed explanation of why each of the costs included in this category are needed and how the cost estimates were determined. Use the table below and add additional rows as needed.
NOTE: Do not include “Special Purpose Equipment” in this section (see definition and include in Section 6 below).
	

Supply Item:
	Budget Year 1:
	Budget Year 2:
	Budget Year 3:
	Budget Year 4:
	Budget 
Year 5:

	
	Cost:
	Cost:
	Cost:
	Cost:
	Cost:

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Total Requested for Supplies for
Named Recipient
	
	
	
	
	


Explanation of why the costs included in the Supplies category are needed and how the cost estimates were determined: Add text here.

Example 5. Supplies (Delete before submitting):
	Supply Item:
	Budget Year 1:
	Budget Year 2:
	Budget Year 3:
	Budget Year 4:

	
	Cost:
	Cost:
	Cost:
	Cost:

	Soil moisture sensors for 12 cm depth for 2 field sites
	$3,000 ($1,500
each)
	-
	-
	-

	PVC, shade cloth, and rebar for building restoration experiment
	$400
	-
	-
	-

	Write-in-the-rain notebooks for field notes
	$100
	-
	-
	-

	Total Requested for Supplies for
Named Recipient
	$3,500
	-
	-
	-


Explanation: The supplies listed above are necessary to conduct the field studies related to understanding tree restoration. The supplies listed will be purchased in budget year 1 only. The costs listed are actual costs listed on supplier websites and are the most cost-effective options available.

e. Special Purpose Equipment for (Recipient Institution Name)
Budget Form – Row 23
"Special purpose equipment" means scientific equipment having a useful life of more than 1 year and having an acquisition cost of $5,000 or more per item. Using the table below, show the cost of all special purpose equipment necessary for achieving the objectives of the project. Each item should be itemized and include a full explanation of why it is needed (i.e. how it will help achieve the objectives of the project), how the cost estimate was determined, and a dealer or manufacturer quote, if available. The awarding government agency has the authority to determine who the equipment shall be vested with at the end of the project. Use the table below and add additional rows as needed.
	

Equipment Item:
	Budget Year 1:
	Budget Year 2:
	Budget Year 3:
	Budget Year 4:
	Budget 
Year 5:

	
	Cost:
	Cost:
	Cost:
	Cost:
	Cost:

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Total Requested for Equipment for
Named Recipient
	
	
	
	
	


Explanation: Add text here. See instructions above.


Example 6. Special Purpose Equipment (Delete before submitting):
	

Equipment Item:
	Budget Year 1:
	Budget Year 2:
	Budget Year 3:
	Budget Year 4:

	
	Cost:
	Cost:
	Cost:
	Cost:

	Example Modified Gill Nets
	$6,000
	-
	-
	-

	Total Requested for Equipment for
Named Recipient
	%6,000
	-
	-
	-


Explanation: The gill nets will be used for catching fish in order to take measurements and better understand health and characteristics of fish communities in order to achieve the project objectives. The Gill Nets will be purchased from the Gill Net Supply Company and the costs listed above are based on current costs for 2 nets (found on the company website).

f. Consultants or Contracted Support Services for	(Recipient Institution Name)
Budget Form – Row 24
	Total Requested for Consultants or Contracted Support Services for Named Recipient

	Budget Year 1:
	Budget Year 2:
	Budget Year 3:
	Budget Year 4:
	   Budget Year 5:

	
	
	
	
	



Using the table below, identify each consultant or contracted service supported by the proposed budget. Describe the tasks or problems for which such services would be used. List the consultant by name and affiliation, the estimated amount of time required, the quoted rate per day or hour, and the total cost per budget year. If known, state whether the consultant's rate is the same as she/he has received for similar services or under Government contracts or assistance awards (provide documentation confirming this information if available). Provide a detailed explanation for what the rates are based on and how they were determined and a justification for why these costs are necessary for the project.
Use the table below and add (copy/paste) additional tables for each additional consultant/contractor.
	Consultant Name and
Affiliation:
	

	Tasks:
	

	
	 Budget Year 1:
	 Budget Year 2:
	 Budget Year 3:
	 Budget Year 4:
	  Budget Year 5:

	Time required:
	
	
	
	
	

	Quoted rate per day
or hour:
	
	
	
	
	

	Total Cost:
	
	
	
	
	


Explanation of what the rates are based on and a justification for why these costs are necessary for the project: Add text here.

Example 7. Consultants or Contracted Support Services (Delete before submitting):
	Consultant Name and
Affiliation:
	Example Data Visualization Company

	Tasks:
	Development of an online web-application for displaying and evaluating a vulnerability framework and developing an online data visualization tool

	
	Budget Year 1:
	Budget Year 2:
	Budget Year 3:
	Budget Year 4:

	Time required:
	320 hours
	-
	-
	-

	Quoted rate per day
or hour:
	$75 per hour
	-
	-
	-

	Total Cost:
	$24,000
	-
	-
	-


Explanation: Contractual costs of $24,00 are requested in budget year 1 to support salary and overhead costs for 1 visualization expert at the listed company to develop the online framework and data visualization tool. Services will include meeting with the research team to determine how the tool will function and time spent developing the tool.

g. Travel for	(Recipient Institution Name)
Budget Form – Row 25
Use the table below to itemize all anticipated travel costs supported by the proposed budget. Briefly state the purpose of the travel in the table and include a longer, detailed justification for the trip after the table. Justify why each of the trips listed are necessary for the project. For travel requested to meetings or conferences, include a description of the benefit to the proposed project. Explain what the travel costs are based on (university rates, GSA rates, online quotes, etc.). Include any other useful information to justify the listed costs. Include a link to relevant university/organization policies made available online, if applicable. Failure to provide this information may result in a determination of the cost as unallowable. Use the table provided below and add additional rows as needed.

NOTE: Participant Support Costs should not be included in this section. Participant Support Costs should be listed in Section 9. Participant Support Costs.
NOTE: Budgets for non-federal institutions can not include funding for travel for federal employees.

Use the table below and add additional rows as needed.
	Budget Year (1, 2,
3, 4, or 5):
	Purpose of Travel:
	From:
	To:
	Expense Item*:
	Number of
Travelers:
	Number of Days:
	Rate:
	Total Cost:

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Total Requested for Travel for Named
Recipient
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


*Expense Item: Include a separate row in the table for each “expense item” per trip. Travel expense items should include: airfare and/or other transportation including personally owned vehicles or vehicle rental costs, per diem, hotel or other accommodations, mileage, registration fees, any other miscellaneous expenses, etc.
Explanation of how the costs were determined and what the rates are based on and a justification of why the travel listed is necessary for the project: Add text here.

Example 8. Travel (Delete before submitting):
	Budget Year (1, 2, 3,
or 4):
	Purpose of Travel:
	From:
	To:
	Expense Item*:
	Number of Travelers:
	Number of Days:
	Rate:
	Total Cost:

	2
	PI travel to ESA
Meeting
	Boulder
, CO
	Long Beach,
CA
	Airfare
	1
	2 (round trip)
	$500
	$500

	“
	“
	“
	“
	Lodging (Hotel)
	1
	4
	$180/ night
	$720

	“
	“
	“
	“
	Per Diem
	1
	5
	$60/day
	$300

	“
	“
	“
	“
	Ground Transportation (Taxi)
	1
	5
	$30/day
	$150

	Total Requested for Named Recipient:
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	$1,670


Explanation: Travel funds are requested for the PI to attend the Ecological Society of America (ESA) conference in 2022 (Monday May 5 – Friday May 9, 2022). The PI will present findings from the project’s workshop report at the conference. Lodging and per diem costs were estimated using the university’s current rates and are the most cost-effective option. Ground transportation costs are based on current taxi rates for the location and mileage from the hotel to the conference center.

h. Participant Support Costs for	(Recipient Institution Name)
Budget Form – Row 26
Use the table below to list all Participant Support Costs associated with conferences, workshops or symposia that are supported by the proposed budget. Explain why the participant support costs listed are necessary for the project and how they will help achieve specific project objectives. Explain how the costs were determined. Include any other useful information to justify the listed costs. Include a link to relevant university/organization policies made available online, if applicable.
NOTE: This section specifically covers travel, per diem, conference related costs etc. for workshops, events, or conferences that the recipient hosts as part of the project. Costs for project personnel to attend external conferences or workshops (e.g. events not hosted as part of this project) should NOT be included in this section but should be included in Section 8. Travel above.

Use the table below and add additional rows as needed.
	Budget Year (1, 2, 3, 4 or 5):
	Purpose:
	Location:
	Expense Item*:
	Number of Participants:
	Number of Days:
	Rate:
	Total Cost:

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Total Requested for Travel for Named Recipient
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


*Expense Item: Include a separate row in the table for each “expense item”. Participant Support expense items should include: stipends, fees, travel, training expenses, administrative costs, any other miscellaneous expenses, etc.
Explanation of why the costs listed are necessary for the project and how the rates were determined: Add text here.

Example 9. Participant Support Costs (Delete before submitting):
	Budget Year (1, 2, 3, or 4):
	 Purpose:
	Location:
	Expense Item*:
	Number of Participants:
	Number of Days:
	Rate:
	Total Cost:

	1
	Early Career Climate Science Workshop
	Reston, VA
	Lodging (Hotel)
	8
	6 nights
	$100/night
	$4,800

	1
	“
	“
	Airfare (round trip)
	4 (estimated distance traveled – 51
– 400 miles)
	2 travel days
	$450
estimate (round trip)
	$1,800

	1
	“
	“
	Airfare (round trip)
	4 (estimated distance traveled – more than
400 miles)
	2 travel days
	$650
estimate (round trip)
	$2,600

	Total Requested for Travel for Named Recipient
	
	
	
	
	
	
	$9,200


Explanation: Project funds will be used to host an early career climate science workshop and support early career researchers from outside of the local area to attend. We will invite 8 participants from outside the local area. We have estimated airfare costs in the table above based on an estimate of 4 participants from 51-400 miles away and 4 from over 400 miles away. Lodging rates are based on GSA per diem rates. We will also invite 4 local participants but will not cover their costs for travel or lodging.

i. Other Direct Costs for (Recipient Institution Name)
Budget Form – Row 27
Use the table below to itemize the different types of costs not included elsewhere such as, publication, shipping, computing, equipment use charges, or other services. Provide breakdowns showing how the cost was estimated; for example, computer time should show the type of computer, estimated number of hours needed, and the established rates. For publication costs, we need a breakdown of cost per page (can base costs on submission of a standard article to an example journal). Provide as much detail as possible to fully describe how the total cost for Other Direct Costs was determined. Provide a detailed explanation and justification of each of the costs included in this category. Use the table below and add additional rows as needed.

	

Item:
	Budget Year 1:
	Budget Year 2:
	Budget Year 3:
	Budget Year 4:
	 Budget Year 5:
	
Breakdown of Costs (see instructions above):

	
	Cost:
	Cost:
	Cost:
	Cost:
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Total Requested for Other Direct Costs for Named Recipient
	
	
	
	
	
	


Explanation and justification for why the costs included in this category are necessary for the project: Add text here.

Example 10. Other Direct Costs (Delete before submitting):
	

Item:
	Budget Year 1:
	Budget Year 2:
	Budget Year 3:
	Budget Year 4:
	
Breakdown of Costs (see instructions above):

	
	Cost:
	Cost:
	Cost:
	Cost:
	

	Publication fees for 1 article in Science Journal
	-
	-
	$2,250
	-
	Estimate is based on a 15-page publication at $150 per page. Includes open access fees in addition to the standard publishing costs.

	Shipping of poster and materials to ESA
conference
	-
	$30
	-
	-
	Estimate based on current FedEx rate for a 2lb package (included rolled up poster)

	Total Requested for Other Direct Costs for
Named Recipient
	-
	$30
	$2,250
	-
	


Explanation: Publication fees are necessary to publish the findings from the study. Publication costs are based on current costs per page from the target journal. The poster and materials will be shipped to the Ecological Society of America 2022 conference to allow the PI to communicate project findings. FedEx estimates are based on current weights for mailing 2lb package that includes a poster tube.

j. Modified Total Direct Costs (Non-Federal budgets only) for___(Recipient Institution Name)
Budget Form – Row 29
If applicable, use the table in this section to show the Modified Total Direct Costs (MTDC) that are used to calculate Indirect Costs in Section 12 below. Explain how the MTDC have been determined and what is or is not included in the calculation. Include any other useful information to justify the listed costs. Include a link to relevant university/organization policies made available online, if applicable. Use the table below.
	Budget Year 1:
	Budget Year 2:
	Budget Year 3:
	Budget Year 4:
	Budget Year 5:
	How is MTDC determined? What is or is not included in MTDC?

	
	
	
	
	
	



Example 11. Modified Total Direct Costs (Delete before submitting):
	Budget Year 1:
	Budget Year 2:
	Budget Year 3:
	Budget Year 4:
	How is MTDC determined? What is or is not included in MTDC?

	$150,567
	$187,789
	$55,008
	-
	MTDC includes all direct costs described in the budget except for: Participant Support Costs and
Tuition



k. Indirect Costs for	(Recipient Institution Name)
Budget Form – Rows 31-33
Using the table below, show the proposed rate, cost base, and proposed amount for allowable indirect costs based on the cost principles for the recipient institution(s). General & Administration (G&A) IDC should not be calculated for any tuition remission. If the Applicant has separate rates for recovery of labor overhead and G&A costs, each charge should be shown (add rows to the table as needed). Explain the distinction between items included in the two cost pools. Include any other useful information to justify the listed costs. Include a link to relevant university/organization policies made available online, if applicable.

NOTE: A copy of the indirect negotiated cost agreement with the Federal Government will be requested from all applicants recommended for an award. This request will be made at the time of recommendation notification. In the absence of a negotiated cost agreement or CPA certification, the applicant will be required to provide financial documentation to support the calculation of the proposed rates. If no documentation to support the calculation of indirect cost rates is provided, no award will be made.

Please double check your indirect cost (IDC) rates. Please make sure they reflect the most recent negotiated rate between your institution (or your sub-award) and the federal government. Use the table below.
	
	Budget Year 1:
	Budget Year 2:
	Budget Year 3:
	Budget Year 4:
	Budget 
Year 5: 
	Explanation of how calculations were made (Rates and base used, etc.). For Pass Through Costs name the collector of the pass through funds.

	Overhead Collected by Recipient Institution:
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Pass Through
Costs Collected by CASC Host or Other:
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Total Indirect
Costs for Named Recipient:
	
	
	
	
	
	





Example 12. Indirect Costs (Delete before submitting):
	
	Budget Year 1:
	Budget Year 2:
	Budget Year 3:
	Budget Year 4:
	Explanation of how calculations were made (Rates and base used, etc.). For Pass Through Costs name the collector of the pass through funds.

	Overhead Collected by Recipient
Institution:
	$70,766.49
	$88,260.83
	-
	-
	University of Montana IDC rate is 47% of the Modified Total Direct Costs shown in the previous section. This rate is based on
the current rate.

	Pass Through
Costs Collected by CASC Host or Other:
	$13,500
	-
	-
	-
	The pass-through costs collected by University of Colorado Boulder are 54% of the first $25,000 of the award to UM. This rate is based on the negotiated IDC rate
with UCB.

	Total Indirect
Costs for
Named Recipient:
	$84,266.49
	$88,260.83
	-
	-
	





3. Partner Contributions (Budget Form – Column AL)
Provide a summary of any financial contributions from partners or in-kind support funds from the recipient institution(s). Any contributions from partners should be documented in a letter of support. Non-federal partner contributions should be included in the Excel Budget Form in Column AL (last column in the spreadsheet).
Example 13. Partner Contributions:
The Nature Conservancy is contributing a total of $20,000 to buy ($9,950) and plant ($10,050) ponderosa pine seedlings for the planting experiment.
CASC Budget Justification Template v4 Version update: March 13, 2026

