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We published groundwater budgets for 
the Big Lost River basin in cooperation 
with the Idaho Department of Water 
Resources and the Idaho Geological 
Survey. This is the third and final chapter 
of our report characterizing the basin’s 
water resources.

We have been collecting geophysical and water-
level data from 12 new wells in the Raft River basin 
to help the Idaho Geological Survey and the Idaho 
Department of Water Resources characterize the 
hydrogeology of the basin’s aquifer system.

Hydrologist Lauren Zinsser participated 
in the Our Gem Symposium focusing on 
the release of the National Academy 
of Sciences report on Coeur d’Alene 
Lake. We are discussing next steps with 
stakeholders, including expanding the 
water-quality monitoring we conduct in 
cooperation with the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency.

http://id.water.usgs.gov/
https://doi.org/10.3133/sir20215078C
https://doi.org/10.3133/sir20215078C
https://doi.org/10.3133/sir20215078
https://doi.org/10.3133/sir20215078
https://www.usgs.gov/staff-profiles/lauren-m-zinsser
https://www.nationalacademies.org/our-work/the-future-of-water-quality-in-coeur-dalene-lake
https://www.nationalacademies.org/our-work/the-future-of-water-quality-in-coeur-dalene-lake
https://www.usgs.gov/centers/idaho-water-science-center/science/coeur-dalene-basin-water-quality-monitoring
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 New Staff: Paul Thomas
We have been introducing some of our new staff 
members over the last few months. This month we 
feature hydrologist Paul Thomas. Paul’s primary 
research interests include basin-wide groundwater-flow 
modeling and water-quality trend analyses to support 
water management decisions. Before he joined us, Paul 
co-authored a paper about Idaho’s managed aquifer 
recharge program for the eastern Snake River Plain 
aquifer.

Updated Data Release
We have updated our data release providing chemical characterization of water and suspended 
sediment of the Snake River and Hells Canyon Complex. Version 2.0 includes data collected 
after, or not included in, the original version. It also includes two new data tables: one table 
containing high frequency mercury and methylmercury concentrations at reservoir outflow 
and downstream locations (2018-2020), and one table containing measurements of Brownlee 
Reservoir water properties, 2014-2021.

Chemical characterization of water and suspended sediment of the Snake River and Hells 
Canyon Complex (Idaho, Oregon) (ver. 2.0, November 2022): U.S. Geological Survey data 
release, https://doi.org/10.5066/P9DT2B6J.

http://id.water.usgs.gov/
http://usgs.gov/idahowater
https://www.facebook.com/USGSIdaho
https://twitter.com/USGS_Idaho
https://www.usgs.gov/staff-profiles/paul-thomas
https://doi.org/10.1111/gwat.13214
https://doi.org/10.1111/gwat.13214
https://doi.org/10.1111/gwat.13214
https://doi.org/10.5066/P9DT2B6J

