	
	
	



U.S. Geological Survey’s Bird Banding Laboratory
Comprehensive Project Description Template** (max 3-5 pages) 
This description will be used by the Bird Banding Lab (BBL) to evaluate the scientific merit of your project and ensure all necessary authorizations are included in your permit. Please format your submission like a scientific research proposal. Note, the BBL does not issue banding permits for purely educational purposes.    
**The use of this template is optional, but any comprehensive project description should include the same details outlined above. 
INTRODUCTION
Please describe the background and justification and specifically why banding and/or marking would be needed to complete this study.   
Purpose - What is your purpose for applying for a federal banding permit (e.g., someone is retiring and you are taking over their permit, you are starting a new banding project, you are currently a sub on a project, but moved to academia and have your own research projects, you were hired by an organization that wants to pursue a banding project)?
Background and Justification.
Primary Research Questions/Goals.
Hypotheses (optional).
METHODS
Please fully describe your banding and marking activities here.
Species targeted and number of birds anticipated to band/mark.
Capture Techniques (i.e., capture technique, # of nets, net/traps protocol etc.).
Biological Sampling. Include why the sampling is needed and how will it be used. List the species, location of blood draw or technique and the volume of blood to be taken and/or list the number and what feathers to be taken. Similarly describe for any other biological sampling.
Auxiliary markers and attachment type for auxiliary markers (i.e., color markers, dyes, transmitters, etc.). Include why auxiliary markers are needed and how will they be used. If possible, include a list of planned colors, codes and code colors, and the character patterns to be used. For transmitters, include transmitter type and attachment method.
Location of your study (Include the counties and states that you will be working in, NOT locations that may be a possibility later. Additional locations can be requested as the need presents itself).
Dates and Duration of your study (be as specific as possible).
OUTCOMES
Please describe how do you anticipate using the data collected.
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